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The power of 
benedictions 


By George A. Little* 


This unusual meditation was written a couple of 
years ago by one of the editors of church school 
publications to his fellows in the Editors’ Section 
of the International Council at a time when, as 
this year, the Section was unable to meet because of 
war conditions. Its illuminating use of Bible pas- 
sages makes it appropriate for placing on this page 
where the Bible’s message to the current world is 
being lifted up month by month. 


N THIS TIME of stress and tension, may I commend 
to you the Bible Benedictions? 


1. They are good for beginnings 

Benedictions have long been used at the end of an 
epistle, a sermon, a meeting, a life, but they are equally 
helpful, perhaps more so, as a preparation for action. They 
give strong key notes. They transform our mental attitudes 
from doubt to faith, from fear to courage. 

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost.” (Romans 
L513) 

When any especially difficult piece of work has to be done, 
half an hour with the benedictions gives spiritual stimula- 
tion like warming up in the pitcher’s box before the game. 
That is the first thing—use the benedictions for initiating, 
not concluding. 

“Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and forever.” (II Peter 3:18) 


2. They sublimate maledictions 


The benedictions can sublimate maledictions. I still 
have occasional maledictions. A writer exceeds space 
limits, is late, fails to verify facts or indicate sources. The 
printer has an off day. Or I do not get my own way in a 
conference. I have mental skidways for maledictions and 
once in a while they slip off the end of my tongue with a 
splash—but not on the day when I have spent half an 
hour with the benedictions—when I have remembered these 
words: 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ.”” (Ephesians 1:2,3) 

“The elder unto the well beloved Gaius, whom I 

_love in the truth. Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth.” (III John 1,2) 

Such benedictions do overcome evil with good and banish 


*Editor, Board of Publication, United Church of Canada, Toronto, 
Ontario. 
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darkness with light. It is a positive fact: living with the 
benedictions overcomes the malediction impulse, even the 
ingrained habit. They are specifics for tempers and tongues. 
Saul, who for a time breathed out slaughter, became Paul, 
an expert in benedictions. 


3. They transform personal relationships 


Thinking blessing to others lends to cordiality and good 
will. It is a good first step in loving enemies and turning 
them into friends. I asked a conductor on the train an 
unnecessary question and received a snarl as an answer. 
Instead of a tirade I turned a few silent benedictions on 
him: 

“Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:3) 
“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord make 
his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26) 
In a minute I was thinking of his heavy responsibility for 
a crowded train on a hot day, his home problems, his 
broken rest and irregular meals, his orders complicated 
by troop trains. Rosebuds of spirit bloomed and I had the 
chance to assist the cranky conductor before the journey’s 
end. Prior to difficult committee meetings the benedictions 
are magical! 


4. They purify prayer 


The briefer benedictions are model ejaculatory prayers. 
They lift prayer above self-seeking. In the pulpit, if I 
pray— 

“Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Amen.” (Galatians 6:18) 
a dozen times during the offertory, I find that I do not 
harangue the people or get an accusatory tone in my voice. 
Sometimes I pray some benedictions for distraught people 
on the street car, saying, 
“The grace of our Lord feaes Christ be with you. 
My love be with you all in Christ Jesus.” (I Corin- 
thians 16:23,24) “Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen.” (Ephesians 
3:20,21) 
I have had them turn as they went out the door and their 
faces showed peace and purpose as they walked to the 
curb. 


5. They change attitudes toward the world 


Approaching the stupendous responsibility of fashion- 
ing a new world. order, is there any better general direc- 
tion than the spirit of the benedictions? My hope is that 
the Christian Church may be able to rise to the level of 
the benedictions and bring positive healing to the nations. 

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful.” (Colossians 3:15) “To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be saints: grace to you 
and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Romans 1:7) 

The benedictions banish hate and spite. They further good 
will and service. The moods of the benedictions are what 
we have to give to our warring world. 


A suburban church school 


The story of the progressive and suc- 
cessful program of religious educa- 
tion carried on at the West Hartford 

Congregational Church 


E ARE SORRY, but we can’t take any more pupils.” 

An announcement to this effect in the Hartford, Con- 
necticut press indicated that the West Hartford Congrega- 
tional Church School had reached saturation point. Many 
new people had come to Hartford to work in war industries, 
and wanted their children to go to the church school 
whose fine program is noted throughout the East. How- 


ever, the church school building was full, and three classes . 


had been put in the basement, which is all of the church 
yet built since a fire destroyed the old plant a couple of 
years ago. There was just no more space for additional 
enrollees. 


Juniors on steps of basement; new church school building in rear. 


This church is located at the “center” of a progressive 
residential suburb of central Connecticut. To it come 
children and youth from a radius of not more than three 
miles, some by car or bus, some by “bike,” even more on 
foot. These children represent homes which are economic- 
ally substantial but not rich, and families of education 
with a sense of church and community responsibility. The 
public school experience of these boys and girls is a 
creative one, and they come to the church school with the 
same readiness and expectancy for a colorful, progressive 
program as when they enter their rooms in week-day 
school. A very small minority of them attend private school. 

The new building for the church school has been care- 
fully planned and equipped to provide an adequate setting 
for a program of religious education. Light, airy classrooms 
built for children’s use, a large, pleasant room with ad- 
joining kitchenette for use by young people, an excellent 
library, a motion picture projector and a delineascope for 


*Director of Religious Education, First Church of Christ (Con- 
gregational), West Hartford, Conn. 
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reaches capacity 


By Phyllis N. Maramarco* 


visual aids, and a large auditorium with full-size stage for 
dramatics, are some of the features which lend themselves 
to a rich activity program. In no case is the equipment 
elegant but everything is in good taste; it is sturdily con- 
structed for continued use by children and young people. 


The R. E. Committee really works 


The physical background, however, is obviously only the 
setting for a program of religious education. Working sin- 
cerely and consistently behind the scenes are members of 
the Religious Education Committee, a group of carefully 
selected people invited to serve on this vitally important 
committee because of their particular skills and abilities. 
The group is a fairly small one, including two public school 
principals, a professionally trained teacher of religion 
who is also a teacher in the church school, a parent, and 
the chairman, Rev. Everett A. Babcock, General Secretary 
of the Connecticut Council of Churches and Religious 
Education. Serving ex-officio are the minister, Rev. Elden 
H. Mills, the assistant to the minister, Rev. Gordon W. 
Stearns, and the director of religious education. 

This committee, possessed with rare creative skill and 
imagination, is continually considering new policies and 
procedures, such as plans for further expansion of classes, 
means for telling parents about plans, the underlying 
philosophy of religious education, a critical study of the 
statement of aim, specific ways of cooperating with other 
committees in the church, and the like. 


The leaders are well trained 


The committee and staff try to make the very greatest 
possible use of the competent leadership within its con- 
stituency, for included among the membership of 1500 


are a number of trained teachers of religion, professionally | 


trained nursery and kindergarten teachers, musicians, and 
art instructors. Parents and others are constantly being 
invited to serve as assistants to one of the directing 
teachers, or on specific committees, so that leadership 
may be extended. The Hartford Seminary Foundation, 
located nearby, supplies a few qualified student leaders 
each year. 

When leaders are approached for this vital job of 
teaching, the director attempts to help them sense the 
challenge and the importance of the work. It is not some- 
thing to be entered into casually; it is one of the basic 
kinds of teaching and is so presented. A philosophy of 
religious education undergirds the program, with a con- 
tinuity of leadership training which goes on over a period 
of years. 

One of the most significant features used for training 
leaders has been the individual and small group confer- 
ences, often on a weekly basis. Some of the teachers are 
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building their own courses, drawing upon the best available 
materials wherever they may be found. At these con- 
ferences, specific techniques are discussed, materials are 
selected, worship sequences are chosen, pupil problems are 
considered, mid-week activities are outlined, pupil research 
is planned, enterprises are discussed, schedules are ad- 
justed, and a myriad of other things pertaining to the class 
room are approached. 

In these more intimate conferences, leaders’ are often 
introduced to a significant new book, a specific magazine 
article, bibliographies, new additions to the picture file 
(which now numbers some 2000 carefully selected mounted 
pictures), an appropriate hymn, or the like. The director 
keeps on the shelf a copy of the outline of social studies 
of the public schools so that leaders may know exactly 

_ where children are located in their thinking. Her office 
is a workshop for their use, with a story file, pictures, books 
and magazines ready for them. 


A trip through the school 


Let us take an imaginary trip through the church 
school on a rather typical Sunday morning when activities 
are well along. Three- and four-year-olds are in their rooms 
experiencing the beginnings of Christian behavior as 
they share in happy group play in a bright, colorful setting 
of educational playthings. Kindergarten children are en- 


Rev. Elden H. Mills, 
Pastor, Mrs. Phyllis 
A. Maramarco, Di- 
rector of Religious 
Education, and Rev. 
E. A. Babcock, chair- 
man of the Religious 
Education Committee 
at West Hartford 
Congregational 
Church. 


joying dramatic play with housekeeping materials in a 
playhouse they have made, where they are glimpsing how 
God operates through the love of people in the home. 
Primary children are exploring the wonders of hands and 
all that they can do for oneself and others, or they are 
discovering the wonders of symmetry and design in snow- 
flakes as they examine projected pictures on the screen, 
or they are giving detailed reports of a class trip to a 
neighboring synagogue. z 
Junior children are constructing a house of ancient Ur, 
or they are composing a narrative poem about the Mosaic 
period of Hebrew history, or they are studying a Harmony 
of the Gospels to compare the nativity stories. Junior high 
school boys and girls are collecting a scrap book of 
present-day social problems to which they will relate the 
teaching of Jesus, or they are working in committees to 
write a drama about St. Paul, or they are making a series 
of slides, together with a script, to describe the growth of 
the idea of God in the Old Testament. A large group of 
senior young people are having breakfast together before 
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joining in a discussion on “Understanding Oneself.” 

These brief glimpses offer only the hastiest survey, but 
they may indicate the nature of the activities through 
which the boys and girls are, over an extended period of 
time, learning the long story of the growth of our religion, 
at the same time they are sharing in a laboratory of 
Christian living together. 


Studying is fun 


Perhaps, while taking this trip, the observer will notice 
that two, and possibly three, activities are being carried on 
in each classroom. This means that, while one teacher as- 
sumes the primary responsibility for planning for the 
group, an additional leader or two may be necessary to 
supervise enterprises and committees. A definite procedure 
is thus followed through, with the use of books, pictures, 
or other enrichment materials. Each grade spends a full 
year on a single unit, developing it richly, and making a 
detailed well-rounded study. Continuity is thus encouraged, 
rather than brief, hurried glimpses. Examples are “The 
Beginnings of Our Religion,” “The Religion of Jesus,” 
“How Our Religion Grew,” “Paul and the Early Church.” 

One might be somewhat amazed and, at the same time, 
thrilled to see a fourth-grade student discovering about 
“high places” as they are described in the Abingdon Bible 
Commentary, a fifth-grade student reporting on the inter- 
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testamental period as found in In the Days of the Second 
Temple, by Golub, or an eighth-grade student reading 
about conflicting religions in the time of Paul, as found 
in Case’s Experiences with the Supernatural in Early 
Christian Times. The library of the church school is al- 
ways open so that boys and girls may carry out their 
research under guidance of adult leadership. 


Pupils take part in worship 


Worship in the church school is planned on a graded 
basis only. Each Sunday, classes are scheduled to meet in 
the chapel at appointed periods when carefully planned 
services help to lead children close to God. For example, 
themes which might be developed include: “Where Do We 
Find God?” “God’s Love Goes On and On,” “We Can 
Depend on God,” “How May We Work with God in the 
World?” Students in each grade of the junior high school 
department assume responsibility for a carefully planned 
service of worship once a month throughout the year. 
Through the aid of committees chosen from respective 
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Pre-school children take time out for lunch. 


classes, boys and girls share in the development and 
leadership of their own group experiences in worship. 


This year the themes include the “Four Freedoms,” and - 


the relationship of religion to the democratic way of life. 
Every Sunday the junior and senior high school boys 
and girls worship with the adult congregation, many of 
them serving the church by singing in the choir where they 
become acquainted with the great music of the church. 


They make friends with foreigners and Jews 


Students in the church school are constantly being intro- 
duced to other nationals and races, not by means of “talk- 
ing programs” but through experiences. This year, a native 
of India is a member of the staff to share with the boys 
and girls his excellent knowledge of the Bible. A talented 
Jewish artist stands by to counsel with us as we need her 
skill. The children and young people frequently make trips 
to neighboring synagogues to share in the worship, to 
study symbolism, or to talk with the rabbis. A year ago, 
the high school group joined in an inter-faith experience 
in planning a series of meetings on “The Church in the 
Post-War World.” In every case, associations are planned 
for their enjoyment and enrichment rather than to point 
up differences. 

One of the most significant experiences in the 232 years 
of history of the West Hartford Congregational Church 
was the invitation extended to the constituency to worship 
at Temple Beth Israel during the twenty months that the 
congregation was without a sanctuary. Our church build- 
ing burned in January, 1942, leaving only the stone walls 
standing. At once, a welcome was extended by the Jewish 
congregation to worship in their beautiful synagogue. 
During the succeeding months friendships were enriched 
between the two groups, worship of one Father became a 
richer experience, and our Jewish-Christian relationships 
were deepened. The children and young people of the two 
congregations became better acquainted with each other, 
and our Judaistic heritage was further appreciated. 
Throughout the church school program this relationship 
became more and more obvious, whether it was in the study 
of Jewish-Christian festivals, the growth. of the idea of 
God, or the religious experiences of the Boy Jesus. That 
association continues strong. 


Other-than-Sunday classes are held 


A four-weeks’ vacation school is held in the summer, 
when a rich activity program is offered for boys and girls 
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from nursery through junior high school. This school al- 
lows time to do a more consistent day-to-day piece of work, 
as groups learn to live together happily, than is possible 
on Sundays only. 

A weekday nursery group is held with the approval of 
the Committee on Religious Education. This is not just 
another nursery school; if it were, we should not be inter- 
ested in it. Rather, the trained leaders who are in charge 
are deeply concerned to develop the beginnings of religious 
ideas, simple prayer experiences, the awakening of 
wonder and appreciation in the world around us. They 
aim, also, to develop an atmosphere of serenity where 
growth may continue spontaneously, and where the first 
relationships with people may be intelligently guided. 
One of the greatest values in this program is the close 
association maintained with parents when parent-child 
relationships are considered, problems discussed, and en- 
richment materials provided. . 


Individuals are not forgotten 


Regardless of the fact that there are now 650 boys and 
girls actively enrolled in the church school and that 
leaders are working with classes of thirty or forty stu- 
dents, it is obvious that individuals are not forgotten. 
Personal records are kept for every student enrolled in 
the program. Take Tom, for example. Tom, at the age of 
four, was a bundle.of fears and inhibitions. He was 
afraid of many adults, afraid of the wind, afraid of 
musical sounds. His speech was noticeably defective, his 
body tense, his social behavior definitely retarded. Through 
the most carefully considered procedures and scientific 
approaches, the leaders taught Tom that he could rely 
on people. Gradually, his muscles relaxed; fairly normal 
speech developed; the look of fear left his eyes; enjoyment 
of people became more obvious. Tom is now on the road 
to becoming a happily adjusted person. 


Parents keep in touch 


Perhaps one of the most significant pieces of work with 
adults is being carried on among parents. Leaders invite 
them personally to observe the church school classes in 
session. Group meetings are held when plans and purposes 
are spread before them for critical discussion. Qualified 
leaders are invited to guide thinking in the realm of reli- 
gious problems and questions. The school year begins 
with an evening for parents, with a fellowship supper, a 

(Continued on page 34) 
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The work of the village church can be greatly strengthened by the weekday church schools. 


"The hope of the 
village church" 


—tThat is what they call the weekday 
classes 


By Anna Laura Gebhard* 


IVE US MORE TIME for Christian teaching,” pleaded 

some of the teachers at a meeting of the church school 
board in a village church. This was several years ago, 
but it will probably always be true that too little time can 
be given on Sundays to religious teaching, especially in 
rural areas where attendance is irregular. 

“How can we reach the boys and girls who do not go 
to Sunday school?” was the other big question facing these 
teachers. Many of the children referred to live in the coun- 
try. They come in to the village public school on buses, 
but often have no transportation to Sunday school. Others 
are children from families in the poverty level who feel 
out of place in the Sunday schools of the village. 


*Litchfield, Minnesota; formerly teacher of weekday schools at 
Princeton, Minnesota. 
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Although this is an actual story of the weekday 
church school program at Princeton, Minnesota, a 
village of 1800 population, it might be written con- 
cerning many other weekday programs in the rural 
villages of the state. The Princeton program is typi- 
cal of several cooperative schools in villages of tts 
size; there are many communities, also, in which the 
schools are held on a denominational basis. 
Wherever the program has been carefully planned 
and wisely administered the results described in 
this story are quite typical. 


In response to these needs, someone suggested that the 
children be excused from public school for classes in 
religion. After discussion and study of the weekday school 
program, a committee enlisted the other churches in the 
community in a cooperative program. 

Five years later the churches of the village look back 
upon that church school board meeting as a momentous 
occasion. “Why, the weekday classes are the hope of the 
church,” states one pastor. A rural mother says, “At last 
we don’t feel that the religious training of our children is 
being neglected.” And a teacher in the weekday classes 
glories in the opportunity she has for creative teaching. 

It does reach the children who had not been coming 
to Sunday school—the record shows that since the classes 
were begun, from one-third to one-half of the children at- 
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tending did not regularly attend any Sunday school. It 
does give more time for Christian teaching—more than 
double the time in Sunday school. 

Several steps were taken in organizing the weekday 
church school program. First, cooperation was secured 
from all the Protestant churches which desired to work 
together, and a strong cooperative committee was set up 
with both ministerial and lay representation. The com- 
mittee’s first task was to interpret the program to the 
community. It was discussed in the churches. A speaker 
with many years’ experience in directing weekday classes 
in a neighboring city, was secured to speak before the 
P.T.A. Letters were sent by the cooperating churches 
to the parents of children enrolled in the Sunday schools. 
There were many visits in the homes, to discuss the pro- 
gram with the parents. Members of the committee secured 
permission each year to present the program in public 
school class rooms. 


The curriculum was carefully chosen to provide a course 


of study which would teach fundamental Christian truths,. 


rather than merely supplement what the Sunday schools 
were trying to do. Courses were selected from the co- 
operative series of weekday texts wherever possible, and 
gradually a library of resource and reference materials was 
built up. 

In choosing teachers the committee looked for persons 
of genuine Christian character who had had successful 
experience in church school teaching and, whenever pos- 
sible, had had public school teaching experience. Although 
the teachers served voluntarily, excellent persons were 
found, and class work measured favorably with the quality 
done in the public school. Pastors with educational train- 
ing often taught the older classes, and welcomed the op- 
portunity of intimate contact with the boys and girls of 
their parishes. 

The school began with grades four through six, but at 
the close of each year the oldest class requested that their 
class be continued through the next school year, until 
grades three through nine were included, an interesting 
proof of the effectiveness of the school from the point of 
view of the children. Another proof is the fact that 
each succeeding year a larger percentage of the pupils in 
the public school are attending the classes in religion. 
Classes were conducted on a staggered time schedule worked 
out by all the churches using public school time in co- 
operation with the public school superintendent. 


The committee’s recommendation that the school be 
financed from contributions made by the church school 
boards rather than tuition charged to the pupils was fol- 
lowed. Occasionally the weekday classes held programs 
for their parents when their work was exhibited and an 
offering taken. In this way no child was excluded from 
the classes because of financial reasons. 


A visitor to the classes would find many evidences of 
creative learning. He might find a class working on a 
travel record of their imaginary trip to the Holy Land, 
or modelling from clay a miniature village of Galilee. He 
might be attracted to the crayonex maps of Palestine on 
the wall or to the collection of pictures and objects of 
interest pupils had brought. Perhaps he would notice the 
worship center with its large simulated stained glass win- 
dow on the theme, “Thy Kingdom Come,” which a sixth 
grade class designed and constructed while studying the 
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Lord’s Prayer. Or he might find a class writing a 
Thanksgiving prayer to use in their homes, or composing 
an original verse to some favorite hymn, He might be 
tempted to enter a spirited discussion on the Christian use 
of money or on what makes persons great. He might find 
a fourth or fifth grade class making enthusiastic and in- 
telligent use of their Bibles. 

But he would need to visit one of the junior high school 
classes to see the finest results of the five years of weekday 
classes. There he would meet boys and girls, some of 
whom might have been denied even a smattering of Chris- 
tian teaching, giving themselves wholeheartedly to a dis- 
cussion of what they could do to build the Kingdom ef 
God, or entering completely into a class worship experi- 
ence. Moreover, the pastor might tell him of decisions for 
Christ and church membership made by these pupils large- 
ly as a result of their weekday training. The Sunday school 
superintendent could give him enthusiastic reports of the 
large Sunday morning class of earnest intermediates and 
of the growing interest in youth work, on the part of boys 
and girls whose religious growth has been encouraged by 
the weekday classes. 

The end product of Christian education is the develop- 
ment of Christ-like personality and the strengthening of the 
Christian fellowship. The experience of this village shows 
the possibilities of the weekday church school program in 
attaining these ends. 


Don't fence 
me in! 


By Caroline Cole 


VERY TIME I think about my job in Sunday school 

I feel cramped.. The current musical favorite seems to 

reflect my sentiments, “Don’t fence me in!” Perhaps I 

should be pushing out those four walls, if just teaching a 

class on Sunday morning is not enough. Let me see now, 
what can the matter be? 

There are a few things about this teaching job that 
I’m sure of. I know that on each Sunday morning at 
9:45 Til meet the fifth grade juniors in the room to the 
right of the basement stairs. Sue and John, Betty and 
Miles, Dorothy, Mary and Jim will be there—without fail. 
Stanley may be back, if he’s over the mumps. The others 
will continue to be barometers of many circumstances. 
Mrs. Macy will have at least a thirty-minute worship period, 
and then we'll have about half an hour for “the lesson” — 
or until the choir comes down for their robes. I'll really 
try to get some good work done on Samuel this week—I 
always say that! 

But what keeps running through my mind is this: I 
don’t really know these children. They are pretty much 
for me a row of faces, of dress-up clothes, of too-quiet be- 
havior, almost bursting for want of more activity. I see 
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They are a row of faces, of dress-up clothes. 


them for an hour a week and once in a while I meet them 
on the street or at the store, but what do I really know 
about them? Either I’ll keep plugging along as I do now, 
not accomplishing very much, or else I’ll have to take this 
job so seriously that I'll make some opportunities to get 
better acquainted with each of them. But who has time for 
anything more? It would mean planning some parties; it 
would mean visiting in their homes! And I already have a 
million other things I have to do which are also important. 

Still, the church can’t~do all the religious training of 
children, even if some homes think so. You don’t have 
a Jim at home, a Jim at school, a Jim at church school, 
and a Jim on the playground. You have just one Jim. 
You can’t say on Sunday morning, “Go to church now, Jim; 
you will be educated religiously today at the First Baptist 
Church.” Everything that happens to Jim is important, 
and the home is the greatest teacher of all. It can’t be a 
case of the church or the home; it must be the church and 
the home working together. 

What kind of home does Jim live in, anyway? Can he 
really live there, or is it a house kept for company and 
looks? Is it a happy home? What does Jim do during his 
spare time? What kind of books does he read; what radio 
programs does he hear? Where is he in the “family line- 
up”—the oldest, youngest, only boy, or where? Does he 
get along well in school? Do his classmates like him, or is he 
happier with older or younger people? Is he abnormally 
quiet or does he naturally “let off steam”? What does he 
really think about God and Jesus? These are some of the 
things I ought to know if what I do on Sunday morning is 
going to have any more effect with Jim than water does 
on a duck’s back. 

Yes, I still need to be prepared for the class session; 
I still need to use the newer methods and materials, but 
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what good are these if they don’t do anything for Jim 
or the others? There just is no alternative; I must know 
these children! 

The inevitable consequence stares me in the face. I 
must visit the homes. Always before, there has been too 
little time or no transportation. Now there’s less time than 
ever, and no gas. And anyway, it seems like prying 
into other people’s affairs. What in the world will I say 
when the door-bell is answered and Mrs. Miller appears in 
the doorway? Will she think I am butting in? 

Maybe something I learned in leadership school last 
week would help. For one thing, I know that I should have 
a reason for calling at a home. If it were the beginning of 
the year, I could go just to get acquainted and to share with 
the parents my plans for the year and show them how they 
could help. I’d learn a lot just by watching the way they 
look at each other, the tone of their voices, the way ihey 
dress and the way the house looks. Things like that would 
tell me a lot about the family and that child. 

But the first of the year is long since past. Still, every 
holiday, the beginning of Lent, a birthday, Children’s Day 
or sickness would give me an opportunity for such a call. 
I might plan a party for May Day at the church and invite 
the parents personally. The mothers would be glad io 
help with the cooking, serving refreshments, and even 
doing the dishes. Then of course I could call to check 
absences so Mrs. Macy would not have to, since this is my 
class, not hers! Maybe I could help Stanley get caught 
up on his work, or ask Betty and Miles to look up some 
special information for next Sunday. I suppose if I think 
hard enough I can find some good reason for going to see 
all of them. 

Even if I can’t call at their homes, the telephone is still 
“sood parliamentary procedure,” so to speak, and ithe 
U. S. mails are always at our service. And fifth graders 
love to have their own mail, their own telephone calls! 

It is getting started that will be the hardest. Probably 
after I get acquainted with the families, I can think of lots 
of reasons for going back. However, there are two things 
I can remember about going the first time. The first 
is to visit the home with service as a motive and with a 
reason, not just to be prying. And the second is to let 
them know I am coming, if possible, so they won’t be 


‘embarrassed when I show up. Later there may be things 


I can do for those homes. For instance, I might be able to 
share some of the materials I have found especially helpful 
and which they might like to have. 

As the little girl said when she wakened from her nap, 
“T feel new to the world,” so I begin to feel new to my job 
of teaching. I see that I just can’t fence myself in for 
one hour in a room with a group of strangers. No one 
else must fence me in that way, either. What I must do— 
and others should do it too—is to push those fences (stone 
walls, if you are a New Englander) farther and farther 
apart until not only the Sunday school, but the home and 
even the community are included. Of course I can’t do all 
that should be done, but I can make a start now. I must 
have a bigger perspective. I need to grow in my under- 
standings, appreciations and ability, for I am a teacher of 
religion which includes every hour of the week, not only 
Sundays from 9:45 to 10:45, and every experience and 
every relationship of life. This includes the home; I must 
know each family. Don’t fence me in! 


The council loses 
an old friend 


A Statement by the General Secretary 


Ti E INTERNA- 
TIONAL COUNCIL and 
the cause of Christian 
education lost a warm 
friend and a staunch sup- 
porter of many years in 
the death of Mr. Simeon 
B. Chapin on January 3, 
1945. Religious and be- 
nevolent causes of many 
kinds in this country and 
throughout the world, as 
well as American finance 
and business, have also 
lost a conspicuous and 
intelligent leader. 

A significant indication of his habits and interests is 
found in the nature of his last call, made on the morning 
of the third of January: he went to the Moore County 
Hospital of Pinehurst, North Carolina, which he had 
founded, to talk with the manager about Bibles he had 
donated so that one could be placed in each room. That 
evening a heart attack took him from us. He was seventy- 
nine years old. 

Mr. Chapin was born in Milwaukee, May 31, 1865. He 
started his business career as a messenger for Armour 
Brothers Banking Company in Kansas City in 1881. In 1894 
he helped to found the banking and business firm of Chapin 
and Gaylord which became Chapin and Company in 1901, 
with offices in New York and Chicago. This firm remained 
as his central business interest until it was dissolved at his 
retirement in 1941, But retirement for him meant only the 
expanding of other business interests in the South. He 
retired from these only last November. 

Religious education folk knew “the Chapins” best 
through their homes at Myrtle Beach and Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin, where many have been welcomed in informal 
fellowship over the years. The graduating class at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Camps of the Council at Conference Point 
always spent an afternoon at his summer home and farm 
near there, where they heard him play the pipe organ and 
visited another of his interests, those prize winning pure 
bred Brown Swiss cattle. He also had homes at Pinehurst, 
North Carolina and New York City. 

Mr. Chapin leaves a widow, the former Elizabeth Mat- 
tocks of Chicago, whom he married on October 5, 1892. 
Other survivors are two daughters, Mrs. Kenneth A. Pat- 
terson of New York and Mrs. Francis A. Drake of Pine- 
hurst; a son, Simeon B. Chapin Jr. of New York, and five 
grandchildren. Mr. Drake is a Congregational minister who 
after a pastorate of nearly nine years in Massachusetts now 
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S. B. Chapin 


serves as Administrative Secretary of the Friends of the 
Soil. He and Mrs. Drake have been very close to Council 
activities at Lake Geneva. 

Mr. Chapin’s religious and financial interests matched 
his- business career. Many people knew of some of Mr. 
Chapin’s interests and activities. Few, on the other hand, 
knew the full scope of his interests, which comprehended 
hundreds of camps, conferences, local churches, and Chris- 
tian missions. Through his gifts and through his personal — 
ministries, the lives of many thousands of youth were 
benefited either directly or indirectly. This fact was not 
generally known by many who lived within his local com- 
munity, because his was-a_humble heart and®he did not 
advertise his Christian interests and benevolences. He was 
a trustee of the Council and a member of the governing 
bodies of the World’s Sunday School Association and of 
George Williams College for many years. He was treas- 
urer of the Council’s board operating the Conference Point 
property. That property was very close to his heart. Its 
physical improvement, and through that its spiritual min- 
istry, were almost his daily concern each summer. Every 
step that anyone takes on those brick walks could be done 
in his memory for all time. 

On my way to Mr. Chapin’s funeral, I thought back over 
the times we had talked intimately together regarding our 
common interests and I recalled four viewpoints which he 
expressed to me on various occasions and which, I believe, 
almost comprehend his philosophy of life. These were: 

“TI love to see things grow, I don’t care who gets the 
credit, just so I can see things grow.” 

“The important thing is that young people shall under- 
stand what is worth while in life.” 

“But, I would have no right to the things I have if I 
did not share them with others.” 

“T have never wanted my name on anything. Let things 
be named after other people; it has no interest for me.” 

The minister who conducted the funeral service at Pine- 
hurst said, “This is no time for eulogy but I just want to 
say that Mr. Chapin was the most religious man I have 
ever known. My acquaintance with him covered a long 
term of years. During that time I have never known him 
to waver in his Christian faith nor to question the meanings 
of life.” 

Mr. Chapin will be known as one of America’s foremost 
Christian laymen of his generation. His name belongs 
alongside that of H. J. Heinz and John Wanamaker, and 
others. His chief interest in life seemed always to have 
been the advancement of the cause of religion. He viewed 
his business opportunities as a trust, whereby he would be 
better able to serve that cause. 

Mr. Chapin’s primary interest in Christian education 
was in the activities for the training of young people. He 
was concerned that they should have a chance to under- 
stand the Christian way of life. I know of no man of his 
generation who did more to encourage and support the 
many agencies of Protestantism for Christian youth devel- 
opment. Thousands of young people throughout the na- 
tion looked upon him as their beloved friend. 

Mr. Chapin had no formal photographs taken in recent 
years. The JouRNAL has been able to secure, however, a 
picture for this page from an informal group in which 
he appears in the mood and the setting by which his many 
friends will best want to remember him. 


—Roy G. Ross 
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Young adults 
unite for action 


By Mervin Bury* 


OUNG ADULTS crave action, action which produces 

results valuable to their group or to the community. 
In Canada they have found that they can get effective 
action through city-wide councils representing all the 
young adult groups, usually of the denomination but 
frequently including representatives of other denomina- 
tions as well. 

The desire to formulate plans of action through Councils 
is one of the distinctive features about the Young Adult 
Movement in Canada. Although the movement is only about 
ten years old in Canada, it has already manifested several 
specific characteristics. In the first place it is spreading 
like an epidemic. A group springs up spontaneously here, 
another there, and presently other groups are being formed 
in the various neighboring churches. The second factor of 
interest is that a great many of these groups are organized 
as young married couples’ groups. The third, and most 
significant, is that in those areas where groups are spread- 
ing and flourishing there is a desire to form a central 
organization to promote the work in that area. A glimpse 
of several of these Councils in action will reveal some- 
thing of the nature of the organization and the work being 
accomplished. 


Sarnia Couples’ Club Council 


Several years ago a Council was formed in Sarnia to. 


enable groups to receive directed leadership, to eficourage 
concentrated study of specific problems, and to direct a 
campaign to secure remedial action. The first project 
undertaken was the sponsoring of an interdenominational, 
international married couples’ conference which was held 
in Sarnia in February, 1942, and was a valuable con- 
tribution to the United Christian Adult Movement. Couples 
from various churches in the Sarnia area, in Ontario, and 
from the neighboring Port Huron district, in Michigan, 
attended this unique conference. 

In one of the discussion groups at the Sarnia Confer- 
ence the question of juvenile delinquency was raised. In 
subsequent weeks, the Sarnia groups followed up the matter 
through study and by making the major project of the 
Council a concentrated effort. of education and agitation 
to obtain a juvenile court for Sarnia and Lambton County. 

After enlisting the interest and the support of all 
churches, influential organizations and service clubs, the 
Council sponsored a mass meeting. Subsequent meetings 
with prominent and influential citizens followed, and the 
interest of city and county councils was aroused. The 
couples’ Council was assured that the juvenile court would 
be in operation as soon as the details could be arranged 
satisfactorily. 


*Minister, Lincoln Road United Church, Windsor, Ontario. 
March, 1945 


Referring to this venture, the chairman of the denomin- 
ational Young Adult Committee, Aubrey Oldham, stated: 
“This project has revealed that the church married couples’ 
clubs can be a potent force in securing action on great 


social issues in the community. This is a new development 


in our day. Now the couples’ clubs may take their place 
alongside the service and study clubs in influencing com- 
munity trends.” 

Prompted by the leadership of the Council, a successful 
picnic was held in the summer with a hundred and fifty 
couples and their families attending. When the Y.M.C.A. 
staged a drive for membership, the Couples’ Council assisted 
greatly in securing many memberships at ten dollars each. 
Promotion work is part of the Council’s policy and new 
groups are organized whenever needed. In all, there are. 
twelve groups from four denominations participating 
in the activities of the Council, which also exerts consider- 
able influence upon the other twelve groups in the county. 


Toronto Young Adult Council 


In Toronto, the formation of a Council began as a 
small central committee of presidents of United Church 
groups, who met together to plan a rally. Each year a 
large conference has been held, with increasing interest 
demonstrated. In the summer, a city-wide picnic is ar- 
ranged. Projects of the Council have included a number 
of social service and missionary enterprises in the various 
localities of the city, where the need has been acute. 

At presént there are sixty organized United Church 
young adult groups in Toronto, many of which are married 
couples’ clubs. Although groups are active in churches 
of other denominations, they have not as yet become 
affiliated with the Council. 


Hamilton Young Married Couples’ Council 


At a Young Married Couples’ Conference held early in 
1942 in Hamilton, it was decided to form an executive 
Council to give leadership in promoting the Young Adult 
Movement, especially in starting new groups and in 
assisting all groups to develop better programs. 

The Council soon discovered that the most urgent need 
was for program material and suggestions. Accordingly it 
was decided to collect and publish the successful programs 
submitted by the various groups. When the Young Adult 
Commission of the United Christian Adult Movement Con- 
ference, meeting in Whitby, Ontario, in the summer of 
1942, heard of the project, many delegates volunteered to 
submit programs. The result was a sixty-four page book 
(Successful Programmes, published by Ryerson Press, 
Toronto) published in 1943, containing program sugges- 
tions and material submitted by various active groups both 
in Canada and the United States. When the Council con- 
vened in the Fall of 1943, it was agreed to continue the 
work of publishing helpful material by preparing a mimeo- 
graphed quarterly journal. The first issue of this paper, 
appropriately named Action appeared early in January of 
1944, 

This Council has been prominent in sending out couples 
to help organize new groups in the Hamilton area, and re- 
cently performed this task in an Anglican Church, Annual 
conferences and occasional officers’ congresses are spon- 
sored by the Council. 

(Continued on page 34) 
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How they train vacation 
church school leaders 


The rapid spread of vacation church schools has 
shown the imperative need of training more lead- 
ers. The daily program of the vacation schools calls 
for many teaching methods: not only story telling 
and discussion, but also handcraft of various kinds, 
recreation, training in worship, service activities 
and, most important of all, the maintaining of an 
atmosphere of joyous, creative sharing. Persons 
with, special skills can be brought in for specific 
teaching tasks, but even these need to know some- 


Four one-day 


institutes 
By Pearl A. Dressler* 


HIRTY-FOUR VACATION SCHOOLS were held dur- 

ing the summer of 1944 in Pasadena, California, with 
an enrollment of 3535 and a teaching force of 353. These 
were sponsored by the Council of Religious Education. 

For some years Pasadena has had a cooperative training 
institute for these leaders. In 1944 this was held on four 
consecutive: Tuesdays, from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. in 
a centrally located church. Since some of the “helpers” 
in the schools were high school and college girls who could 
not give the whole day, a special class was held for them 
after school hours, taught by experienced public school 
teachers. These girls were given particular help in music, 
dramatics, games and craft, and tips on discipline tech- 
niques which were valuable to these young helpers. 

Some of the high-lights of the four-day Institute held 
last May may account for its success: 

1. Early planning and much publicity. Letters were sent 
to pastors and directors in March and April, urging the 
appointment of principals and teachers for their vacation 
schools, and announcing the training institute to be held 
in May. 

2. Skilled leadership. The Dean of the Institute and all 
class teachers and assembly speakers were directors of 
religious education or professional educators, trained in 
their particular fields. Hence the instruttion they gave was 
of a quality comparable to that of a secular teachers’ in- 
stitute. 

3. Modern teaching techniques. Believing that the pro- 
cedures which produce good results in public schools may 
be used in church schools to equal advantage, we invited 
experts to demonstrate several of them: how to develop and 
use creative music; how to use visual aids; formal worship; 
and the art of story telling. 

4. Emphasis on service projects. Because American chil- 


*Until recently acting general secretary of the Pasadena Council 
of Religious Education. 
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thing of the course being studied and the point of 
view of the school. 


Across the continent there are many communities 
which through the years have carried on unusually 
fine programs of training leaders for vacation 
schools. A few of these are reported here to indicate 
possibilities for other groups. There is time to do a 
really good piece of training for next summer’s 


schools. —EDITORS 


dren are so highly privileged, we wanted them to learn to 
care for, and share with, other children who are casualties 
of war and its correlates, crime and neglect. The teachers 
were, therefore, told of the opportunities for service 
through the American Friends Service to European chil- 
dren, Junior Red Cross, Japanese Relocation Centers, and 
migrant work in California. 

The schedule of the training institute was as follows: 
From 10:00 to 12:00 department meetings for kinder- 
garten, primary, junior, and junior high leaders. At noon, 
a box lunch. At 1:00, an assembly period, each week de- 
voted to a major general topic. From 2:30-4:00, craft 
work and special service projects. From 4:00 to 5:30, 
specialized instruction for assistants and those not able 
to attend the earlier session. On one morning a special 
period was devoted to demonstrating good story telling. 


Institutes for 
rural schools 


By Stanley B. Hyde* 


ERMONT has no large cities, and most of the popu- 
lation is scattered in small towns and rural areas. It 
is therefore not possible for us to have a continuous, cen- 
tralized program of training for the leaders of the vacation 
schools held by the various churches. Instead we have us- 
ually had a one-day institute near the center of the state, to 
which churches send their leaders. Sometimes we have 
had two, one at each end of the state. In 1944 we had 
three, at three strategic places, held on successive days. 
Among the leaders for the institutes held last summer 
were members of the state vacation school committee, pas- 
tors who are trained in religious education, and Miss Ruth 
Elizabeth Murphy, specialist in vacation schools on the 
International Council of Religious Education staff, who 
gave valuable leadership. One leader besides Miss Murphy 
attended all three institutes and acted as handicraft teacher. 


*General Secretary, Vermont 


Vermont. 


Church Council, Burlington, 
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A group of children in a Pasadena vacation school. 


Twenty-one different leaders assisted in these institutes. 

The institutes were promoted as training opportunities 
for regular church school teachers as well as for those 
leading summer activities. A large exhibit of all kinds of 
materials was displayed at each place. 

The program for the day was varied and very practical. 
It contained a combination of demonstrations, opportuni- 
ties to practice, discussion, and descriptions of texts and 
other materials. There were demonstrations of a worship 
service for children, teaching a hymn, ways of using choral 
speech, dramatization and visual education, and teaching 
games to children. A workshop gave practice in various 
handcrafts. Fun songs were taught at the supper table. 
The day closed with a consecration service for teachers. 

The first institute was very well attended. The other 
two, being not quite as accessible, had smaller attendance, 
but they meant a good deal to the communities where they 
were held. While the instruction was necessarily super- 
ficial because of the shortness of time, a wide variety of 
interests was met and everyone was sure to get some of the 
things he or she came for. The institutes were much ap- 
preciated and the enthusiasm for them well repaid the 
effort of setting up the exhibits and getting leaders to 
share their knowledge and their skills. 


Story hour out-of-doors in New England. 
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In addition to these institutes the Vermont. Church 
Council conducts each summer a twelve-day special train- 
ing school for employed workers who lead vacation church 
schools in certain “neglected” communities. Last summer, 
for the first time, four residents from the areas served at- 
tended the school. The first week’s schedule was an inten- 
sive study of the courses and various methods, and the 
second week afforded practice in a demonstration school. 


Classes twice a_ 


week during June 


By Nina A. Yeomans* 


OR OVER FIFTEEN YEARS the communities and 

denominations of Toronto and the surrounding dis- 
trict have carried on a cooperative piece of vacation church 
school work of considerable magnitude and influence. Two 
years ago, before wartime pressure fell heavily upon every 
trained worker, nearly one hundred schools were promoted 
under the direction of local committees representing neigh- 
borhood groups of churches, missions and settlements. This 
work has been held together by a common plan of training 
leadership. 

A high standard of leadership was maintained in the 
schools. In 1943 over two hundred persons professionally 
trained in education and social work acted as principals 
of schools and heads of departments. The balance were 
church school workers with experience. To these were 
added many young helpers, interested parents and others, 
willing but untrained. To furnish suitable training for such 
a varied group in any one neighborhood would be difficult; 
by bringing them together at a central point a much more 
satisfactory scheme of training and better teaching could 
be provided. 

The central Training School is the responsibility of a 
Board of Directors, the representative body which links 
local committees, churches and institutions in a loose or- 
ganization. Its curriculum committee chooses the texts 
to be used each year; plans enterprises related to the 
courses and missionary objectives to be undertaken by 
all; plans the city-wide rally which closes the season; and 
appoints the four Counsellors who form the staff of the 
School and who also supervise the vacation schools. This 
double responsibility of the Counsellors carries the School 
training right out into the field and tends to set up an easy, 
happy relationship with supervisors. 

Two two-hour sessions a week are held during June. 
Not many workers attend all these, certain sessions being 
designed to meet needs of specialized workers such as 
pianists, games leaders, etc. Specialists are encouraged, 
however, to attend at least the session at which the text 
is surveyed in general, in order that they may know and 
assist the purpose of the course. 

The School is most fortunate in being able to meet in 


*Executive Secretary and Director, Community Vacation Church 
Schools, Toronto, Canada. 
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Victoria University, an affiliate of Toronto University situ- 
ated on the same campus in the centre of the city. Not only 
space and equipment, but active cooperation has been 
given. The Counsellors have been persons with long pro- 
fessional experience in teaching and special interest in 
creative education. 

Given departmental divisions, how to make further divi- 
sion on the basis of widely varying levels of experience 
and training is a perennial problem. Interest is best sus- 
tained when experienced workers are used to assist in 
training new teachers in every possible way; when needs 
of specialists are provided for; when demonstration and 
workshop methods predominate. The last School session 
is entirely given to a demonstration of one day’s vacation 
school program. 

Finally, it is always difficult, despite all the writing and 
talking about it, to make and keep clear the difference be- 
tween self- and group-discipline, which is our Christian 
ideal, and discipline by authority based, in essence, on 


force, which lies behind most public school procedures.. 


The average public school teacher finds it difficult to make 
this change. The average boy or girl expects the use of 
authority and. is unaccustomed to making decisions in- 
dividually or with a group. Even for the Training School 
staff it is not easy to throw responsibility upon class mem- 
bers and to deal with situations in a democratic, Christian 
way. Yet herein lies the vacation school’s highest oppor- 
tunity. 


School held on 
six days 


By Imogene M. McPherson* 


REMARKABLE PROGRAM of leadership training 

for vacation schools has been developed in New 
York City over a period of more than twenty-five years. 
This has been sponsored by the appropriate cooperative 
association representing the Protestant churches, now the 
Division of Christian Education of the Protestant Council 
of New York. The Spring Training School for Vacation 
School Teachers in the Metropolitan Area, as it is officially 
called, is held on six successive Saturdays from 9:15 A.M. 
to 3:15 P.M., usually at the downtown Friends Day School. 
The faculty is made up of the outstanding leaders in reli- 
gious education in the city. 

This series is followed on the seventh Saturday by a 
one-day institute held in each borough of the metropolitan 
area, to deal with local problems and to help those who 
found it impossible to attend on the earlier days. Many 
of the Training School Staff assist in these institutes. The 
need for this training is obvious, since last summer there 
were 306 vacation schools held in the area, enrolling 21,624 
pupils and using the services of 1,933 leaders and assist- 
ants. 

Preparation for the next Spring Training School begins 


*Educational Director, Division of Christian Education of the 
Protestant Council of the City of New York. 
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even before the close of the summer session, when a meet- 
ing of administrators, summer supervisors, teachers in 
the Training School and others interested are called to- 
gether to evaluate the total vacation church school program 
and to list suggestions for improvement. 

Early in December a meeting of the Training School and 
summer program administrative committee, made up of the 
denominational metropolitan directors of religious educa- 
tion, is called to begin laying down plans for the next 
summer. This committee chooses the summer theme and 
text materials, decides where and how long the Training 
School will be held, and engages the members of its staff. 
When this preliminary work is completed, publicity ma- 
terials are printed and the work of enlisting and enrolling 
teachers is begun by local ministers and denominational 
and Federation directors. 

The Training School staff is divided into age group 
committees which meet several times, planning their pro- 
cedures and materials, dividing up tasks and consulting 
with various specialists. These specialists are usually a 
hand-work staff and a specialist in the use of music with 
children. Others are engaged from time to time, such as 
specialists in ways of conducting or planning worship, in 
games and recreation, in the use of the Bible with children, 
and in alcohol education. These specialists seek to develop 
their particular interests and skill in close integration with 
the general program of the summer. 

An all-day conference is held with all the Training 
School staff members just about two weeks before the 
opening of the School. At this time detailed plans for the 


Faculty members and exhibit at Spring Training School. 


first day, and a “gridiron” for all subsequent Saturdays 
are made. It is a complicated task to schedule rooms, sub- 
jects for discussion, the periods for specialists, and to plan 
for carrying out special projects. 

The purpose of the Training School is to help teachers 
make the most effective and creative use of the text and 
materials scheduled for use during the summer. Trips, 
service activities, crafts, dramatics, worship, games, music, 
and all the various program of vacation schools are planned 
in terms of the actual purposes and materials selected for 
the summer. 
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Family week 
in our church 


Is part of an all-year program 


By Hampton Adams* 


COMMITTEE on church and family relations must 
be vigilant throughout the year if Family Week is 
to make a significant contribution to the homes of the 
church. On the committee should be four married couples 
whose own children represent the various age-groups: the 
first, small children, the second adolescents, the third high 


_ school youth, the fourth college young people. A senior- 


age young person and a young unmarried adult should com- 
plete the committee. 


This committee on the home should be represented by its 
joint chairmen, a husband and wife, in the conferences 
which plan the total program for the church. At this time 
the other divisions or committees will learn their share in 
helping to carry through the plans of the committee on 
the home. The Division of Education will be asked to 
arrange for a study of the home in every department and 
class in the church school on the Sunday of Christian 
Family Week. The Division of Fellowship will probably 
be asked to plan a family dinner or party. 


In our church we usually begin the observance of Family 
Week with the church school on the first Sunday in May. 
Each teacher brings the theme of the Christian home into 
the class period. The sermon on that Sunday deals with the 
Christian family and the responsibility of the church to the 
home. One or more literature tables with generous dis- 
plays of books and pamphlets on the home and for the 
home are placed conspicuously. At each table there is 
someone qualified to describe each piece of literature. 

During Family Week a number of conferences dealing 
with the relation of church and home or, more often, with 
home problems that can be alleviated or solved by Christian 


' living, are held. Sometimes there is a special conference for 


young people. Usually their discussion on the family takes 
place at their Sunday morning class period or, more likely, 
within the Sunday evening fellowship hour. Study groups 
are arranged for parents according to the age of their 


children. Sometimes specialists in the field of parent educa- 


tion are brought in to lead these study conferences. Most 
often local leaders are asked to prepare themselves by the 
study of specific material to lead the conferences. 

A fellowship dinner and party for the whole family, 
with special attention to the smaller children, is often held 
one evening during Family Week. In recent years this has 
been a mothers’ and daughters’ banquet. 

In our church, Family Week is not as important in itself 
as it is for the impetus it gives to the year-around effort to 
bring the church and home into a more understanding 
and cooperative relationship. The study of our responsibili- 
ty to our homes that was first induced by the preparation 


* Pastor of the Union Avenue Christian Church, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
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National Family Week, May 6-13, will have 
as its theme “The Family Explores Its Bible’ 


for and observance of Family Week made us acutely aware 
of the need for a continuing effort to serve our families 
better and to bring our parents into partnership with the 
church in the program of Christian education. 


Parents of the children in each department are asked 
to meet with the principal and teachers of the department 
at least once a year. The curriculum is outlined for the 
benefit of the parents. Suggestions are made as to ways 
in which the home can cooperate with the church in the 
program of Christian education. Criticisms and sugges- 
tions of the parents are invited and frankly dealt with by 
these church school leaders. Our primary department in- 
sists that parents visit the church school to observe the 
work that is being done in behalf of their children. A 
schedule of visitations is made out two or three months in 
advance. The parents of two or three children are asked 
to come each Sunday to spend the whole two-hour period 
with their children in the department. While the children 
are having their rest period, the teacher talks with the 
parents about their children, asking the parents for sugges- 
tions and speaking of any problems that may have arisen 
because of the attitudes and behavior of the children. 
There is almost a one-hundred per cent response of the 
parents to this invitation. The principal and teachers are 
pleased with the increased cooperation of the homes as a 
result of the insight of the parents into the spirit and pro- 
gram of the church school. 


The study of the church’s responsibility to the home has 
led to a more Christian observance of Christmas by our 
families. The church has refrained from planning any 
extra meetings in the church. The pulpit, the church school 
classes and the parish paper have urged our families to 
spend their evenings together ih the home during this 
festival season. Several booklets have been prepared in 
successive years to help our families have a Christian ob- 
servance of Christmas. Many families have expressed their 
appreciation for this help. 

At least three times within the year, autumn, before 
Christmas, and the early spring, the Fellowship Division, 
under the direction of the home committee, arranges for a 
family night. These provide for families eating together, 
hearing about the church’s program for families, making 
suggestions about Christmas, and having music, stories 
and games according to the season. 

Last autumn our committee on the home recommended 
that we solicit the cooperation of four other churches that 
are accustomed to join in many projects, in bringing Mrs. 
Grace Sloan Overton to our community for a week to 
speak and lead conferences on Christian family life. The 
result was that on the last day of her visit the ministers 
of the five churches, the directors of education, principals 
of the one elementary and two high schools in the area, 
and student counselors from these schools formed a con- 
tinuation committee to seek to serve the youth and homes 
of the community. 

Christian Family Week has come to supplant the former 
sentimental observance of Mother’s Day. The fulfillment of 
Family Week is a year-around alliance between home and 
church. 
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Highlights of the 
first Holy Week 


In art, Scripture, music and interpretation 


Mitts SERVICE of worship and meditation 
is prepared for use sometime in Holy Week. 
It may be used effectively for a Palm Sunday 
Vesper, a Wednesday evening service, as part 
of the Maundy Thursday Communion, or as 
a Good Friday service. It takes as its setting 
the last days of our Lord upon the earth, 
known to us today as the Passion Week. 
There is something for every day of the week 
except Wednesday. 

A short service of worship should precede 
this program, which is designed to take the 
place of the sermon or meditation, although 
it is longer than either of these would be. 
If this service is tastefully and carefully 
produced it may be an inspiring and _ pro- 
found experience of worship for those who 
attend. 


Directions for Production 


Either Kodachrome slides or glass slides 
may be used, although in all cases the pic- 
ture is not the same. For the 2 x 2 Koda- 
chrome Readimounts, a standard 2 x 2 pro- 
jector will be required. One with a 300 watt 
bulb is preferable. A long lens which will 
place the projector behind the congregation 
is desirable but not absolutely essential. For 
the glass slides use a regular Stereopticon 
for standard 3% x 4 glass slides. 

The Kodachrome slides are keyed to the 
catalogue numbers of the Society for Visual 
Education, 100 E. Ohio St., Chicago 11, 
Illinois. The glass slides are keyed to the 
catalogue numbers of the Educational Film 
and Slide Library, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania. 
Your denominational book store can get them 
for you. It is sometimes possible to borrow 
glass slides from public libraries. 


Artist or 
Title of slide Kodachrome Glass 
1 ePlockhorst: 2. cerns. Cc776 Mk1110 
De HOle Haren tenes Cc613 Lk1941.1 
3. “Cleansing Temple” 

Reéd wis sie efeaje% Cm865 

Holewe esas eene JNO0215.1 
4. “Tribute Money”... 

Masaccio ...... Cm482 

Mitianeh tee. Mk1216 
5uDaw Vinciseesu cares Cc670 Mk1418 
6. “Christ in Gethse- 

mane” 

Hofmann ...... Ce133 

Geiger) eee Sak Lk2241 
7. “Judas Betrays 

Ghrist” ¢.:6<i0/ops Had... Lk2248 
6.; Harrachiers ete miecarcs Cm799.  Lk2261 
9. Munkacsy ........ Cc548 Lk2302 


* Pastor, Pilgrim Congregational Church, Oak 
Park, Illinois. 
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By Victor M. Rhein* 


LO! Cisert “2Iee ete aee Cm753.  JN1905 
11. “Jesus Is Led Away 

to Be Crucified” Ha785 

Holes a itourerdens LK2228.7 
12. Munkaesy (i472... Ch275 MT2750 
WSS UVen (ke sees eae Ch230 JN1902 
14. Crucifixion 

Troth yy eease chek Cc804 

oles cranes LK2333.1 
LociRubense.\. seme Cc316 JN1938 
lGeGisert paceveresae Cm760 MT2760 
7 Buranda ees ae Cc506 JN1942.14 
1SspHindert se cae. Cc89 .. MK1605.1 
19; Burnandy ans secre Cc700.. JN2004 
20. Resurrection 

SRabvoni samen Ha790 

Holes Soe. ie ars JN2015.1 
20Sallman! *se4.6 06 Cm985. CH62 


If a public address system is available it is 
highly desirable that it be used. The narrator 
may stand behind the audience and the 
speaker be placed under the screen. The 
voice will then come from the proper place. 
However the lack of the public address 
system should not discourage the use of this 
service. While desirable it is not essential. 

The room should be darkened. No light 
other than that of the projector should 
strike the screen. This will require careful 
planning in lighting the organ console, the 
music of the singers, the narrator’s manu- 
script, etc. The screen should be beaded 
in order to secure the most effective colors 
in the pictures. An electric signal system 
should be created for directions to be given 
the operator by the narrator as to when slides 
should be changed. Any man in the church 
with a working knowledge of electricity can 
create a push button and small bulb arrange- 
ment ‘for this purpose. Each slide should be 
left upon the screen until time for the next 
one. 


1. Palm Sunday 


Music: “The Palms” by Fauré 

1. Ste: Plockhorst, “Triumphal Entry” 

Reaper: Holy Week begins with Palm 
Sunday, which was marked by the Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem. When they drew near 
the Holy City Jesus sent two disciples ahead 
to secure a donkey-colt. For a saddle some 
of his disciples loaned their cloaks and 
Jesus sat thereon. Great conquerors ride a 
fiery white steed; this triumph was made on 
a lowly donkey. 

“Behold, thy king cometh unto thee, 

Meek, and riding upon an ass.” 

The followers of Jesus, more in number 
than the twelve disciples, threw their cloaks 
along the way and waved palm branches in 
the air. They shouted, “Hosanna to the son 
of David: blessed is he that cometh in the 


name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest!” 

Some of the Scribes and Pharisees, eager 
to avoid any disturbance, asked Jesus to 
control the enthusiasm of his followers. 


Jesus answered that if these were to hold |) 


their peace the very stones would ery out. 
“Soul of mine, did I hail the Christ in church 
on Palm Sunday, and crucify him on Monday 
when I slandered his other followers?” 

Soto: The Chorus of Fauré, “The Palms,” 
“Join all and sing.” 

Music: The same. 

2. Sune: Hole, “If Thou Hadst Known, O! 
Jerusalem.” 

Reaper: When they drew near the city the | 
elevation was such that they could look out — 
over it. Jésus, looking over the sacred city © 


‘of his people, wept and lamented, “If thou 
hadst known in this day, even thou, the | 


things which belong unto peace! But now 
they are hid from thine eyes.” He predicted 
a day when the enemy would besiege the city 
and not leave one stone upon another. Not 
too many years passed until this prediction 
was fulfilled leaving for historical record 
one of the bloodiest incidents of all time. 

The remainder of the journey was com- 
pleted and twilight began to settle upon the 
seething city. Jesus, after he had looked 
around, went with his twelve disciples to the 
little suburb of ‘Bethany where they spent 
most of the evenings of this week. 


Il. Monday | 
Music: “Dear Lord and Father of Man. 
kind” 
3. Stine: “Cleansing the Temple.” Kod. 


Reed, glass, Hole. 

READER: On the morrow they came to 
Jerusalem: and he entered into the temple 
—(Read Luke 11:15-18). 3 

The cleansing of the temple was a 
prophetic act which had the full support 
of the common people who were being robbed 
in the name of the Lord by the temple au- 
thorities. Pilgrims coming to the temple 
were forced to pay temple dues. As the 
pilgrims came from many foreign provinces 
this money generally bore the image of 
foreign kings, which was not acceptable in 
the temple. Getting foreign money changed 
into Galilean shekels gave opportunity for a 
lucrative business in money changing. The 
people were literally robbed, and the bicker- 
ing around the money changing tables was 
nauseous. 

Likewise, to make sacrifices the people 
were compelled to buy animals and doves. 
More than a hundred thousand animals 
were sold in a single week. It was this 
unrighteous situation that aroused the in- 
dignation of- Jesus. The robbery of the poor 
in the name of the Lord was more than Jesus 
could stand. The authorities hated Jesus for 
his act and no doubt this cleansing of the 
temple was one of the strongest factors in 
getting him crucified. But for the moment 
the authorities dared not lay hands upon 
him. 

“Cleanse thou, O Christ, the profit-love 
of business, the self-seeking of labor, the 
venal greeds in government, and the money 
grubbing of my heart.” 


Ill. Tuesday 


Music: “Ah, dearest Jesus, how hast 
Thou offended.” (Herzliebster Jesu) 
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4, Supe: “The Tribute Money.” 
Masaccio; glass, Titian. 

Reaper: Jesus returned to Jerusalem on 
Tuesday morning. The authorities had lost 
no time in laying their plots to trap this 
prophet who was upsetting their vested 
interests. Several attempts were made. One 
of the subtlest was the question of paying 
tribute. They thought Jesus might be 
trapped into treachery against the Roman 
Government and they could turn him over to 
‘the Roman authorities and be easily rid of 
him. But Jesus perceived their cunning 
perfidy. (Read Matthew 22:16-22) Jesus 
answered their question adequately and yet 
at the same time did not give them ground 
for action against him. 


IV. Thursday 


Music: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” 

5. Stipe: DaVinci, “The Last Supper.” 

READER: Thursday is the day of unleavened 
bread and the evening is marked by a great 
feast which celebrates the Exodus of the 
Jews from bondage in Egypt. Part of the 
afternoon was absorbed in preparation. 

(Read Luke 22:14-20) 

When the supper was finished Jesus and 
his disciples sang a hymn and went to the 
Mount of Olives. Jesus, knowing something 
of his fate, went to the Garden of Gethsemane 
to wrestle with the issues involved. 

Music: “’Tis Midnight and on Olive’s 
Brow” 

6. Ste: “Christ in Gethsemane.” Kod. 
Hofmann; glass, Geiger. 

Reaper: Jesus left the disciples with the 
counsel “Pray that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion.” (Read Luke 22:41-42) 

Jesus faced the issues alone with God. 
He was led to a decision and a dedication 
so crucial that only God could understand. 
Its far reaching aspects not even Jesus could 
comprehend. Hence, he would harmonize 
‘his will and purpose with that of God. He 
had said in former days, “I do always the 
things that please him.” His attitude was 
exactly that which Tennyson declared ours 
must be. (Quote hymn, “Strong Son of 
God, Immortal Love,” first and second verses.) 

Soto: “‘Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s 
Brow.” 

Music: The same. ‘ 

7. Sue: “Judas Betrays Christ.” 

Reaper: While this great struggle was 
going on in the soul of Christ, Judas, a 
trusted friend, was leading a multitude of 
bandits of both low and high degree to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Probably the Chief 
Priést joined this sinister mob to make sure 
that nothing went wrong. Judas, hard and 
grasping, for thirty pieces of silver, the price 
of a harlot’s kiss, betrayed his Master. “And 
he (Judas) drew near unto Jesus and kissed 
him.” This is the greatest treachery in all 
history. But Judas did not actually sell 
Christ; he sold himself. An unknown poet 
put it this way: 

“Still, as of old, 

Man by himself is priced. 
For thirty pieces Judas sold 
Himself, not Christ.” 

The mob which Judas led Jaid hands on 
Jesus and took him. Jesus was calm ‘and 
fearless. These hard Roman soldiers, ac- 
customed to taking criminals and violators 
into custody, were overwhelmed by some- 
thing in the character and poise of Jesus. 
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As Jesus stood before his captors he gave 
evidence of a strength of character not found 
in the fugutives from justice which the sol- 
diers were accustomed to taking prisoner. 
The majestic dignity of this man who had 
wrestled with God is something with which 
they had never dealt before. But they led 
Jesus away while the disciples fled in fear. 

Music: “In the Hour of Trial’ 

8. Stipe: Harrach, “Peter’s Denial.” 

Reaper: Jesus had been captured and 
was safely in the iron hands of Rome. The 
disciples fled. But Peter seems to have been 
drawn by curiosity and interest to this, which 
is most probably the palace of the High 
Priest. 

Just outside one sees Jesus being led away. 
This probably is the trip from the High 
Priest’s palace to Pilate’s Judgment Hall. 
Peter is in the process of denying that he 
had no connection with Jesus; in fact, he 
never knew him. 

Three times Peter denied his Lord. Ap- 
parently he was so eager to prove his point 
that he showed more emotion than the 
situation warranted. The result is that he 
has attracted attention to himself. As the 
third denial fell from the lips of Peter “the 
Lord turned, and looked upon Peter, aad 
Peter remembered .. .” (Read Luke 22:61- 
62) 

Peter’s act was vastly different from that 
of Judas. While Peter was faithless, he was 
not treacherous. He had over-estimated his 
strength. Peter’s denial was not premeditated 
but was a temporary lack of nerve. Peter 
from this time forward became a rock. He 
manifested a boldness that earned for him 
the designation his Lord had given him, 
“The Rock.” 


V. Friday 
Music: “Once to every man and nation” 
9. Stipn—E: Munkacsy, “Christ Before 
Pilate.” 


READER: Sometime during the early morn- 
ing of Friday the scene shifted from the 
palace of the High Priest to Pilate’s Pretori- 
um. Here we see Jesus confronting Pilate. 
The artist here has put into this scene all 
the drama conceivable. To the right are the 
judges listening to the case. To the left is 
Caiaphas presenting *the evidence against 
Jesus. Under his outstretched arm are three 
doctors of the law who argue the case. To 
the extreme left is the rabble brought by 
the High Priest and his party to strengthen 
their case. 

Deeper than what we here see is the begin- 
ning of the profoundest drama of history. 
Christ and Pilate confront each other. Pilate 
represents Rome, the greatest power of that 
time, controlling the life and destiny of the 
great and small of the entire world. But that 
is a temporal power which is to crumble 
and finally fall before the Eternal power 
represented by a single man who stands 
before all this with no credentials but love. 
He is to be crucified. His few followers are 
to be hunted, and when caught, persecuted 
and terrorized. But their number is to grow. 
Their blood is seed from which others are 
to rise until these become masters and 
finally heirs of the greatest empire in history. 

Seemingly Pilate is the judge and Christ 
the judged; actually Jesus judges Pilate. 

Music: The same. 

10. Ste: Ciseri, “Ecce Homo.” 


Reader: Outside the clamouring multitude, 
aroused by the vested interests of the Tem- 
ple, demands the crucifixion of Jesus. Pilate 
presents Jesus, “Behold the Man.” He admits 
he can find in the evidence presented no 
cause for death. But being a politician, Pilate 
follows the demands of the mob, washes his 
hands of the case, and turns Jesus over to 
the soldiers to crucify. 

Music: “He Who Would Valiant Be” (St. 
Dunstan’s tune) 

11. Supe: “Jesus is Led Away to be Cruci- 
fied.” Glass, Hole 

Reaper: After the shameful trial, in which 
there was a gross miscarriage of justice, they 
led Christ through the seething mob to the 
hill called Golgotha. The cross awaits him 
at the foot of the stairs. He is forced to bear 
it until his strength fails along the way and 
then Simon of Cyrene is conscripted to carry 
it the remainder of the way. 

Music: “Love Divine, all Loves Excelling” 

12. Supe: Munkacsy, “Christ on Calvary.” 

Reaver: (Read Luke 23:33-38) 

Music: Bach, “O Sacred Head, Now 
Wounded” 

13. Stipe: Reni, “Ecce Homo.” 

Reaper: The battle is nearly over. Dark- 
ness has covered the earth for the extent of 
three hours—from the sixth to the ninth. 
The veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 
The powers of life have ebbed from the great 
heart of the man of love. “And Jesus, crying 
with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into thy 
hands I commend’ my spirit’; and having said 
this, he gave up the ghost.” 

Soto: Bach, “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded” 

Music: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

14. Supe: Kod. Troth, “The Back of the 
Cross.” Glass, Hole, “The Crucifixion.” 

Reaver: (If using Troth picture) Death 
has now given final peace to the soul of one 
who in the midst of conflict knew the peace 
of God which passes all understanding. This 
is a new conception of the cross. It takes us 
to the back and lets us face the utter dark- 
ness and desolation of him who looked upon 
the world from the cross. We generally think 
that to look upon him there is of utmost im- 
portance. But we might also look with him. 
“He asks not that we feel for him, but that 
we feel with him. He asks for our enlistment, 
not our sympathy; not that we labor in soul 
over his agony, but that we so sense with him 
the agonies of the world that we labor beside 
him for their abatement.” 

In the anguish of his cross he said, “It is 
finished.” He may not have meant that his 
work was finished, in the interpretation we 
sometimes give, meaning, all is accomplished. 
Instead he may have meant that this was the 
end of a lovely dream. His disciples had 
failed him. One betrayed him; a second 
denied him; the others fled in fear. Maybe 
it was a dream. But we see something more 
than the darkness. We see a light silhouetted 
against the darkness and desolation of Gol- 
gotha. Here is a new light for the world. 

(If using Hole picture, start with second 
paragraph of the above and continue with 
the following quotation.) 

“T came suddenly before the cross and 
standing there I found myself rebuked. The 
malice of my heart, the easeful self-seeking 
of my life, the accepted comforts for which 
others walked a thorny path—these stood 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Worship Programs 


April 


THEME FOR APRIL: Friends of Jesus at Work 


For the Leader 


In the weeks preceding Easter there has 
been an effort to interpret Easter as a time 
for remembering Jesus, and in the weeks 
following Easter the emphasis will be upon 
Jesus’ friends carrying on his work. 

The purpose for this month’s services is 
to help the children feel themselves friends 
of Jesus and to recognize their responsibility 
for a share in carrying on his work. There 
is an additional purpose to help them rec- 
ognize the Church as a group of followers 
of Jesus, and feel a sense of kinship with 
Christian boys and girls of other races and 
nations. 


Suggested Activities 


Service activities are a “must” in any effort 
to help children feel responsibility for a 
share in Christian work. Local needs may 
suggest possible activities of this kind. Tray 
favors for hospitals, greeting cards for shut- 
ins, special gifts for field service projects 
in which the local church is interested, may 
help to forward the purpose. 

Some activities may be continuing from 
last month. (See “Suggested Springtime 
Activities” in last month’s issue of this 
magazine.) 

Make a Chart: “Friends of Jesus Carry on 
His Work.” Print the title on a large piece of 
brown paper or frieze paper. Draw a line 
down the center of the chart. Select a few 
pictures of the disciples at work, from old 
leaflets. On one side of the line the children 
may mount the pictures of friends of long 
ago; on the other, pictures of children today 
doing friendly things. These may be drawn 
by the children or clipped from magazines. 


April 1 
TuemMe: Remembering Jesus at Easter 


The plan suggested for today is some- 
what different from the usual service. It is 
an informal dramatization in which all the 
group participates, during which moments 
of worship may occur. 

This dramatization will take the form of 
a conversation among friends of Jesus, sev- 
eral years after his death, when they are 
gathered together talking about their 
memories of the things he did and the things 
he said. 

The purpose of this activity is to help the 
children enter imaginatively into the thoughts 
and feelings of those who knew Jesus in 
order that the children, too, may experience 
in some measure the same feelings of loyalty 
and devotion that these first followers of 
Jesus felt. 

This is not to be a rehearsed play, given 
for its effect upon an audience. It is an im- 
aginative play experience, shared by all the 
department, with the teacher participating 
as one of the group, and guiding the spon- 
taneous play with comment and suggestion. 


INTRODUCING THE PLAY: 


The teacher may recall the Palm Sunday 
story, commenting, “This happy story is told 
of a time just a little while before Jesus 
died. For a time after his death his friends 
were very sad, but after a while they began 
to remember things Jesus had said. They 
remembered that he had tried to make them 
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ready for the time when he could no longer 
be with them as he had been before. ‘They 
remembered how he had depended on them 
to go on teaching and working. 

“They looked around them and saw all 
the people who still needed help, the people 
whom Jesus had loved. They saw those who 
were frightened and weak. They saw those 
who were lonely and unhappy. They saw 
those who needed to know about the loving 
Father, God. And they said to each other, 
“We must go on-and do the things Jesus 
said to do, the things he did. We must finish 
the work he started.” 


PLANNING THE PLay: 


“Let’s make believe that we are friends 
who knew Jesus. It is several years after his 
death and we are together somewhere. We 
might be in Jerusalem, or in Nazareth, or 
where else?” (Draw suggestions from the 
children.) “Which of these places shall we 
choose to be?” . 

“What do you think we might be. talking 
about?” . “Surely, whenever friends of 
Jesus were “together they would have talked 
of him. Many of their remarks probably 
started with ‘I remember when.— ” 

“Which particular friends shall we be?” 

(It may be helpful to have in sight 
pictures of familiar stories.) “Choose some- 
one you would like to be in our play. When 
you have decided raise your hand.” . . 

(As each child chooses, the teacher will 
comment,) “What will you talk about, 
Zaccheus?” “What will you remember, 
Peter?” “You are going to be one of the 
children who went out to the fields to see 
Jesus? Who else would like to be one of that 
group?” ... “Which one of you will take 
the part about the cross disciple who told 
the children to go away?” ... (Etc. The 
teacher will be sure that these comments help 
the children recall clearly the incidents or 
sayings they are going to “remember.’’) 

“Now we're all ready. Let’s begin.” 


PLAYING: 


(If the group is in a room by itself, the 
children may move over to a chosen place, 
the teacher guiding spontaneous conversa- 
tion as they go. If this is not possible, be- 
cause of other groups, the teacher will build 
up the background in the children’s imagina- 
tion, as they remain in their places.) “Now 
we're here, by the side of the sea. It’s 
pleasant here, isn’t it? The breeze is cool. 
And see how the sun sparkles on the water. 
Whenever we are here beside the sea it 
makes me remember Jesus. I remember times 
when he was here with us.” 

(The teacher may draw the others into 
a conversation, commenting as each one 
makes his contribution to the memories. 
When each has had his turn, the teacher 
may say,) “It is getting late. Before we go 
back to the city, let us pray together the 
prayer Jesus taught us.” 


(The unison repetition of the Lord’s 


* Associate in the Division of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York. 


Prayer may conclude the service. Or the 
play may be ended in some way that the 
children have suggested in the period of 
planning.) 


April 8 


THEME: Friends of Jesus . 


PREPARATION: 


Make the chart, “Friends of Jesus Carry 
on His—Work,” described in “Suggested Ac- 
tivities.” Guided conversation accompany- 
ing the selection and mounting of the pic- 
tures is an important part of this activity. 

Have Bible verse cards available for the 
children’s use on which have been printed 
the verses to be used in the service. Assign 
pupils to read or recite the verses. Memorize 
unison responses. 

If it is unfamiliar to the group, teach the 
song, “When Jesus Walked This Earth of 
Ours.”1 
PreLupE: “When Jesus Walked This Earth” 
Catt TO WorSHIP: 

Pupil: It is time to seek the Lord. 

(Hosea 10:12) 
Pupil: Draw nigh to God and he will draw 
nigh to you. (James 4:8) 

Group: We come unto thee, for thou art 
the Lord, our God. (Jeremiah 3:22) 
Hymn: “How Strong and Sweet My Father’s 

Care”2 
OFFERING SERVICE: 

Pupil: God giveth us richly all things to 

enjoy. (I Timothy 6:17b) 

Group: Every good gift and every perfect 


gift is from . .. the Father. (James 
1:17) 
Pupil: Bring an offering and come before 


him. (I Chronicles 16:19a) 
Hymn: “All Things Come of Thee’ 
CoMMENT 


We have been thinking about friends of 
Jesus. You remember how the early friends 
of Jesus looked around and saw the many 
people who were unhappy, and how they 
began to try to help them just as Jesus 
had done. 

People saw Peter and John and the others 
going around helping others and teaching 
them about God, and they said, “That’s just 
the way Jesus did. They must be his friends.” 
ScRIPTURE: 

Pupil: Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if 
ye do the things which I command you.” 
(John 15:14) 

Pupil: Jesus said, “This is my command- 
ment, That ye love one another even 
as I have loved you. (John 15:12) 

Group: Love suffereth long, and is kind; 
...love... beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things. Love never faileth. (I Corin- 
thians 13: 4a, 7, 8a) 

Hymn: “When Jesus Walked This Earth” 
CoMMENT: 


As Jesus Dip 


Ever since those long ago days people who 
love Jesus have tried to do the friendly things 
he did. 

What kinds of people did Jesus try to help? 
(Comment on the children’s suggestions 
somewhat as follows.) 


1Sing, Children, Sing, 
Cokesbury Press. 1940. 

2 Primary Music and Worship, Presbyterian 
Board of Christian Education. 1930. ° 

8 Hymns for Junior Worship, Pilgrim Press, 
1940. 


Thomas, Abingdon- 
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‘Jesus was sorry for sick people, and 
wanted to help them. And hundreds and 


‘thousands of doctors and nurses have tried 


to be like him in caring for the sick. 

Jesus was sorry for blind people. And 
hundreds and thousands of people since then 
have tried to be like him in caring for blind 
people, and in finding out ways to make them 
happier. 

Jesus was sorry for people whom others 
disliked. And many people have spent their 
lives in building friendliness between people 
of different kinds, people who belong to dif- 
ferent nations or different races. 

Jesus was concerned about people who had 
done wrong. And many people have worked 
to see that criminals are treated fairly and 
given a chance to do better. 

Jesus was concerned about people whose 
minds were sick. And many doctors have 
studied to find out how to help these people. 

How very many people have been made 
happier through the years because friends 
of Jesus have tried to be like him! 
PRAYER: ‘of thanks for all the friends of 

Jesus who have helped to spread love and 

friendliness; of petition that we may be 

among the friends of Jesus today. 


PRAYER RESPONSE (sung softly): “Lord, I 
Want to Be a Christian” 


April 15 


THEME: Even a Child Can Be a Friend of 
Jesus 


PREPARATION: Review verses for use in the 
service, and assign them to pupils to read. 


PRELUDE: “When Jesus Walked This Earth” 
Catt to WorsuHip, OFFERING SERVICE and 

SCRIPTURE as in previous services: 
Hymn: “When Jesus Walked This Earth” 
INTRODUCING THE Srory: 

Sometimes boys and girls are likely to 
think that it does not matter very much what 
they do because they are not grown up. 
There have been times, though, when some 
boy or girl has accomplished as much as 
any grown person could have done. This is 
the true story of a Chinese boy who lived 


in Manila at the time when the Japanese 
invaded China. : . 
Srory: “A Boy and a Bicycle”® 

(This story was printed in full in the May 
1941 issue of the International Journal. It 
is given in condensed form the story here; it 
should be elaborated for telling.) 

Heng Kiaw, who lived in the Chinese 
neighborhood of Manila, had saved for two 
years to buy a bicycle, which he wanted very 
badly. Then reports came of the bombing 
of Chinese cities and of the suffering of men, 
women and children because of the war. 

Each night Heng Kiaw lifted his coconut 
bank to feel its weight. Each night he 
dreamed of skimming over the ground on a 
shiny, new bicycle. Each night he thought 
about the people who were suffering from 
hunger because of the war. One morning 
he counted his money and found he had 
saved twenty-six pesos, about thirteen dol- 
lars. He took the money to a bakery and 
bought twenty-six pesos’ worth of “pan de 
sal,” small salt rolls. The astonished baker 
gave him about twenty-six hundred rolls, 
thinking he was buying for a fiesta. 

A little later Heng Kiaw arrived at the 
headquarters of the China Relief Associa- 
tion, surrounded by baskets of rolls. “I was 
going to buy a bicycie,” the boy explained. 


As Children Worship, 
Press. 


5 A story by Anna Guthrie, the missionary who 
knew the boy. Published by the Church Com- 
mittee for China Relief. 
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“But instead I bought bread. Will you please 
mail it to the hungry people in China?” 

The officials thanked him but wondered. 
what to do with the bread which, of course, 
would spoil if it were sent to China. They 
decided on a plan, took the rolls to the 
schools, and sold them for five centavos each 
to the children. This brought in $56, which 
in turn was used to buy more rolls, and the 
“patriotic bread’ was sold everywehre. As a 
result, more than $1500. was sent to China in 
the name of Heng Kiaw, to be used for a 
cooperative orphanage in Northwest China. 

Before many months, fifty boys and girls, 
orphans of the war, were safely housed, where 
they could learn to be workers in the new 
China. All because one small boy cared 
enough about the troubles of others to do 
what he could to help. 


PRAYER: that we may be ready to see chances 
to help, as did Heng Kiaw; that we may 
be as ready as he was to give up some- 
thing for the good of others. 


PRAYER Response: “Lord, I Want to Be a 
Christian” ; 


April 22 


THEME: The Church—A Group of Friends 

of Jesus a 
PREPARATION: 

Discuss with the children the que&tion, 
“What is a church?” One group expressed 
their thoughts in this way: 

“A church is more than a building. 

A church is people— 

people who like you— 

people who are kind— 

people who are trying to be like Jesus.” 
PRELUDE: “All the Little Children”® 


Catt To WorsHip, OFFERING SERVICE and 


ScRIPTURE as in previous services 
Hymn: “When Jesus Walked This Earth” 
CoMMENT: 

Friends who had known Jesus, liked to 
meet together to think about him, to plan 
how to help people, and to pray for strength 
and guidance in their work. These little 
groups of friends of Jesus were the first 
Christian churches. 

Ever since those very early days, followers 
of Jesus have made themselves into churches, 
so that they could better work together. 
(The teacher may add here some simple 
facts about how the local church came to 
be started). 


Story: “The Church of the Friendly Heart’”’ 
(This story needs to be shortened and 


simplified when used with primary chil-’ 


dren) 


PRAYER: that we may be thoughtful members 
of our church, helping it to be truly a 
“church of the friendly heart.” 


April 29 
THEME: Christian Children Around the 
World 
PREPARATION: 


Assign Bible verses for reading or reciting. 

Teach or review the song “In All Chris- 
tian Churches,” words given in service below, 
tune “All the Little Children’ 

The teacher will need to secure for this 
service two large pictures, one of Jesus 
with the Palestinian children and one of 
Jesus with the children of the world. (Curr’s 
“Follow Me,” or Copping’s “Hope of the 
World.”) 


®Song and Play for Children, Danielson and 
Conant, Pilgrim Press. 
7¥From Mr. Friend-o’-Man, by Jay T. Stocking. 


PreELuDE; “All the Little Children” 


CaLL To WorsHIP, OFFERING SERVICE, and 
SCRIPTURE as in previous services 


PictuRE APPRECIATION: 


Show first the picture which depicts the in- 
cident of Jesus with the Palestinian childen. 
In informal conversation review the story the 
picture illustrates. An interesting procedure 
is to have one primary select some child in 
the picture to impersonate. Encourage him 
to tell in the first person how he came to be 
out on the hills with Jesus. 

Show the second picture. “How is this 
picture different from the first one we looked 
at? Which picture tells the story as it really 
happened?” .. . “Why do you suppose this 
artist put children of different kinds in his 
picture? Do you think he made a mis- 
take. ors). 

Sum up after a little. “Jesus really knew 
only the children who lived in his country, 
but the artist is trying to show that today 
there are children all over the world who 
love Jesus and try to live as he taught his 
friends. 

“We are a part of his church here, and 
so we are also a part of the world-church, 
the Church that is a fellowship of many 
kinds of people who are different in many 
ways, but who are alike in one important 
way. Can you tell what that way is?” ... 
“They all love Jesus and want to live in 
the way he taught.” 


Hymn: 
In Att CurisTIAN CHURCHES® 


In all Christian churches 
Wherever they may be, 

In our own America 

Or far across the sea, 

People come together 

To sing their songs of praise, 
Thanking God the Father, 
In many different ways. 


Languages may differ, 
Clothes and customs, too, 
But we all are seeking 

What God would have us do. 
So we thank our Father 

For his loving care, 
Strengthening his children 
Here and everywhere. 


Prayer: of thanks for people all over the 
world who are trying to find friendly ways 
of living together; that we may grow in 
our ability to live helpfully and happily. 


Note: In looking ahead to the observance 
of “Family Week,” May 6—13, inclusive, the 
teacher may consider inviting the parents to 
visit the church school on one of the two 
Sundays. If this is done, a simple dramatiza- 
tion of the kind described in the session for 
April 1 would make an attractive feature of 
the service. In planning for its use in this 
more formal way the teacher may wish to 
eliminate herself as one of the group, select- 
ing one of the more assured older children 
to take the part of the “commentator.” Or 
the conversation can be developed as a se- 
quence of “memories” without any comment 
between. Care needs to be taken not to over- 
rehearse a play of this kind. It should be 
kept informal and spontaneous. The order 
of the remarks may be fixed but the remarks 
themselves should not be memorized and 
would probably vary each time the situation 
is portrayed. 

farther suggestions and plans for the ob- 
servance of “Family Week” will be included 
in next month’s services. 


8F.M.T., reprinted from Children’s Religion, 
copyright The Pilgrim Press. Used by permis- 
sion. 
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Tueme FoR Aprit: O Come, Let Us Worship 


To the Leader 


Since in many church schools and total 
church programs the Easter season is the 
climax of the year’s work we need to capital- 
ize on this high tide of enthusiasm and keen 
interest. Continuing to challenge our juniors 
even after Easter Sunday itself, so that there 
will not be a let-down, we ought to try a 
little harder to maintain a high level of 
worship and religious experience in our 
church school programs. 

For the last three months we have been 
thinking about three of the basic facts of our 
Christian faith—God, man, and then, through 
the Easter season, Jesus. It would be well 
now to focus our thought and attention at 
the point of the children themselves and 
how they can use the facilities and the 
abilities that they have to be better Christian 
boys and girls. The service for April first 
is the Easter service completing the series 
on “Jesus” which appeared last month. 
If you do not have Sunday school on Easter, 
you may prefer to use this service on Palm 
Sunday instead. 

A basket decorated with spring flowers 
might be an attractive piece on the hall table 
just inside the door for receiving of col- 
lections as the children come in. This basket 
then could be dedicated at the altar during 
the worship service itself. Individual boys 
and girls might like to assume responsibility 
for bringing the flowers and arranging the 
basket as a share in the planning of the 
worship service itself. 

There are excellent kodachrome slides 
which would fit especially well into the serv- 
ices this month. These might be used as 
worship centers, or might be used in a series 
during stories or discussions. The sound 
film, “Hills and the Sea,” is a beautiful 
colored nature film and might be usable if 
facilities were available. 

The call to worship should be written on 
blackboard so that all can participate. 


April 1 


TueMeE: Jesus Lives 


Worsuip CENTER: 


A picture of your own 
church { 


PRELUDE: “Temper My _ Spirit,” Conant 
(New Hymnal for American Youth) 

Catt To WorRSHIP: 

We would see Jesus, in the early morning 

Still as of old, he calleth, “Follow Me,” 

Let us arise, all meaner service scorning. 

Lord we are thine; we give ourselves to thee.* 


Hymn: “When Morning Gilds the Sky” 
Discussion: “Jesus Lives” 

You have never seen Jesus; I have never 
seen Jesus; no one living today has ever seen 
Jesus. We know that the Bible tells us how 
he died on the cross at Golgotha, on what 
we celebrate now as Good Friday. And yet 
we hear people say, and we may say our- 


*Assistant Director of Children’s Department, 
International Council of Religious Education. 

1 Words copyright, The Pilgrim Press. Used 
by permission. 
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selves, “Jesus lives.” What do they mean? 

How does Jesus still live? 
(If you have had an opportunity, you 

might have asked members of the group to 

think about special elements of this answer, 
so that now they will be prepared,to respond. 

Or it might be done spontaneously, .or in 

story form. 

(You would want to include the Easter 
story from the Bible, first of all. The fol- 
lowing evidences might also be included: 
Jesus lives in Christians who not only try to 
follow his way of life, but use even the word 
“Christ” in their name. Individual Christians 
seek to answer his call, “Follow me.” ,The 
Christian Church, internationally, nationally, 
locally—all Christian churches—testify to 
the fact that what Jésus lived and died for, 
is being lived and died for today in the 
Christian fellowship called the church. Mis- 
sions stem from his injunction to “Go into 
all the world and preach.” 

(The way of life which Jesus taught and 
followed himself is still as true as ever. We 
think of it often as idealistic, yet the hard 
facts of life bear out its truth on every hand. 
Wherever it has been tried, it works; but 
on the whole, the world and we who live in 
the world have not dared to try it. Wherever 
there is sonship with God, brotherhood with 
man, prayer as practical guidance for life, 
demonstration in life of the religion believed 
in the heart; where there is good teaching 
andgdeeds of kindness and helpfulness, at 
least there Jesus still lives. 

(You may want to add other evidences, 
but we want to be sure that the boys and 
girls understand how they themselves can 
know that Jesus lives.) 

Litany: (It would be fine if the leader 
would organize the material that will be 
included in this discussion into the frame- 
work of a litany. Each sentence might 
begin, “Because we know that:” etc. with 
the response being, perhaps: “We thank 
thee, Our Father, that Jesus lived and still 
lives.” Close with a prayer for the Easter 
season, the local church. and {the  in- 
dividual Christian. 

Hymn: “I Would Be True” 


PosTLUDE 


April 8 


THEME: Oh Come, Let Us Worship with 
Our Eyes ; 

Worsuip Center: The picture, Taylor’s “The 
Heavens Declare,” with candles on either 
side of the picture. 

PreLubE: “To a Wild Rose,” by MacDowell 

”"CALL To WorsHIP: 


Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
Response: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Leader: O Lord, open thou our eyes, 
Response: That we may see thy wondrous 
works. 3 

Hymn: “God Who Touchest Earth with 
Beauty” 

Srory: 


FINDING TREASURES 


There were once two boys who liked to 
collect things. Their rooms were filled with 
the treasures they had found and saved— 
airplane models, tops, marbles, fish-hooks, 
feathers, and many other things. ‘One of 
their favorite games was to go exploring for 
new treasures. 

It happened one day that John and David 
decided to spend their whole day hunting 
for: treasures and each went in a different 
direction. They had agreed to meet back 
at the house in time for supper and to show 
what they had found. 

John hurried off down the street and, 
almost like magic, the first thing he saw 


was a shiny penny lying by the side of 
the road. “This. is a great start,” he thought, 
as he slipped the penny into his pocket and 
started off again whistling. He decided to 
look very carefully all of the way, for he 
might find more money or other things. So 
all day long, he looked harder and harder 
towards the ground as he walked and walked. 
He found many different kinds of stones, 
some pins, a few buttons, some bits of 
colored glass, and, what pleased him most, 
a smooth chestnut for a sling-shot. When 
John came home late that afternoon his 
pockets were bulging with his treasures. 

But: David went down the road the other 
way towards the brook singing to himself. 
He saw. a. beautiful baltimore oriole flying 
through the apple tree by the edge of the 
field but it was all he could do to get a 
good look at it. He ran and ran through 
the field trying to catch a bright yellow but- 
terfly, but always the butterfly got away. 
He met a little girl and her collie dog as 
they were going to the store for groceries 
and he stopped to talk and to pat the dog 
gently on the top of his head. He had a 
drink from a real brook that came out of the 
side of a rock. And he met a kind old man 
who told him stories of what he did when 
he was a boy. All day long David saw new 
and interesting things. But when night 
time came and he had to go home he said to 
himself, “I’ve seen so many things today, 
but I have hardly anything to take home to 
prove it.” 

So when David and John finally reached 
home together and laid out their treasures, 
John sad “T found a penny early this 
morning and so I spent the whole day look- 
ing at the ground and this is what I haye,” 
as he pulled out the penny, pebbles, pins, 
buttons, glass and chestnut. “They aren’t 
much but they will add to my collection.” 
David took but a few seconds to lay out his 
things, but he hastened to say, “I don’t have 
much to show for my hunting, but I saw 
lots of things—things I couldn’t catch or 
bring. home, but I won’t forget them—ever. 
I can’t add them to my collection, but I 
guess I can add them to me.” (If there is 
time, there might be a group discussion of 
interesting things that the children have 
seen recently.) 

Hymn: “Open My Eyes” 
DEDICATION OF OFFERING 
PRAYER: 


O loving Father, we thank thee for our 
eyes and the wonderful world we see every- 
where. We love to watch birds in the sky, 
flowers in the fields, and the waving branches 
of the trees. We know thou dost love them 
too, and care for them. We thank thee for 
the love and care we see in our homes, 
especially for the kind faces of our mothers 
and fathers. Help us to use our eyes to see 
beautiful things and then to tell others ilipat 
what we see. Amen. 


(first verse) ” 


April 15 


THEME: Oh Come, Let Us Worship with Our 
Ears 


Worsuip Center: Bible opened to one of 
the stories of Jesus; or a victrola, if a 
record is to be used; or a picture by 
Elsie Anna Wood, such as “The Good 
Samaritan” or “Feeding the Five Thou- 
sand.” It would be well to have several 
pictures illustrating the stories of Jesus 
. ‘placed within view of the children. 

Pee “Old Hundred” (“All People that 
on: Earth Do Dwell’) 

Catt to WorsuHip: 


2 Church School Hymnal for Youth, Westmin- 
ster Press. 
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Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

Response: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Leader: O Lord, open thou our ears, 

Response: That we may hear thy voice in 

all the world. 
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” (first 
and second verses) 
CONVERSATION: 

Everyone likes to hear stories. They help 
us to meet new people, to visit strange and 
wonderful places, to watch other boys and 
girls doing some of the things we like to do. 
Jesus knew that everyone liked to hear 
stories and that is why he told so many of 
them when the people crowded around to 
listen to him. Today we can’t sit on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee and hear Jesus 
tell these stories, but there were some people 
who knew how much we would like to hear 
them, and so they wrote the stories down for 
us to read and hear. 

(Ask children to tell some of the stories 
that the boys and girls of Palestine heard 
Jesus tell. Try to get a variety from them 
and then fill in with others yourself. You 
might ask two of the juniors the previous 
week to be prepared to tell some such story. 
Play record from “Life of Jesus” if one is 
available.* (Use Kodachrome slides from 
the E. A. Wood, William Hole or Cynthia 
Pearl Maus, etc. collections.) * 

Hymn: “Tell Me The Stories of Jesus” 
CONVERSATION: cont’d 

But Jesus didn’t just tell stories; he 
listened to them too. When he was a boy he 
knew many of the stories from the Old Testa- 
ment, about Joseph, Isaac, David and many 
others. (Other suggestions may be obtained 
from the group.) 

And what was most important of all, Jesus 
did not only listen to the stories about God’s 
people, but he was often quiet and listened 
so that he could hear God speaking to him 
in his heart. That is why he went off all 
by himself to pray, so he could talk to 
God and so God could talk to him when he 
was quiet and eager to hear. 

Directep MepitatTion: (Heads might be 
bowed, or the juniors might look quietly at 

a picture.) 

We remember that Jesus said, 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Let us be quiet now and think about 
these stories that Jesus told, and of how 
glad we are that we can listen to them now. 

Let us thank God that Jesus took time 
te his busy life to be quiet and talk with 

od. 

Let us thank God that we have ears to hear 

. . to hear beautiful music . . . stories 

. the sound of birds . . . the call of 
animals . . . the kind words of our mothers 
and fathers and friends. 

Let us tell God that we will listen quietly 
to what he will speak to us in our hearts. 
Hymn: “Open My Eyes,” verse 2. 
DEDICATION OF OFFERING 
Prayer: Help us, our Father, to hear beauti- 

ful things—today, as Jesus did so many 

years ago. Amen. 


April 22 


THEME: Oh Come, Let Us Worship with Our 
Hands 

Worsuip Center: Picture of Praying Hands 
by Durer, and possibly one or two hand- 
made figurines or other hand-made objects. 

PRELUDE: “Serenade,” Schubert 


“He that 


8 Album of records. Available from Methodist 
Publishing House, 740 Rush St., Chicago, Illinois. 
$45.00 a set. May be rented from Mission Board, 
Same address. 

4Available through denominational book stores, 
members of the Religious Film Association. 
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Catt TO WorsHIP: 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

Response: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Leader: Oh Lord take thou our hands, 

Response: That they may serve thee and 

all men. 

Hymn: “O God Who Worketh Hitherto” or 
“Dare to Be Brave, Dare to Be True” 
r “My Master Was a Worker” 

ScripTuRE: Ecclesiastes 9:10, Psalm 24:3, 4, 
Acts 20:34. 

Discussion on how hands are used. Each 
member of the group ought to be able to 
make some contribution here. Be sure to have 
illustrations from the field of work, of play, 
of music, of art, of service, etc. 

Srory: “Praying Hands” (about Albrecht 
Durer’s painting*) 

4 Christ and the Fine Arts, by Maus, 
and Brothers, pg. 668. 


Harper 


Litany: “For Hands” 

Leader: For the hands of Albrecht Durer 
who with paint and brush could make for us 
such a lovely picture. 

All: We give thee thanks, O God. 

Leader: For the hands of Albrecht’s friend 
who. willingly and with great love washed 
dishes’ and scrubbed floors so that he could 
earn a living for them both, 

All: We give thee thanks, O God. 

Leader: For all the hands of the world 
that are serving others, feeding and clothing 
those who are hungry or cold, taking care 
of those who are sick, helping those who 
are lonely, 

All: We give thee thanks, O God. 

Leader: For the hands of our parents and 
brothers and sisters, teachers and pals who 
are constantly helping us to be well, strong 


and happy. 
All: We give thee thanks, O God. 


ictoscrt up l 


Editorial Board: Professor Paul 


H. Vieth, 


the picture version of the Scriptures 
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Editor: 


Thelma D. Diener 


You have waited for these continuity pictures for your Sunday 
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tcloscript 
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are not delighted. Subscriptions $1.00 per year — 52 issues. 
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Leader: For our own hands that we use to 
take care of ourselves, and, most important of 
all, to help others, 

: We give thee thanks, O God. 
Hymn: “Open My Eyes,” verse three. 
DEDICATION OF OFFERING 
Prayer: Help us, our Father, to live this 

prayer today, to serve thee and all thy 

children with our own hands as Jesus did 

and as his followers are still doing today. 

Amen. 


April 29 


THEME: Oh Come, Let Us Worship with 
Our Lives 


5 See International Journal, January 19, 1939, 
from the Pilgrim Elementary Teacher by Alice 
Geer Kelsey, Copyright The Pilgrim Press. 


Worsuip Center: Picture of Saint Francis, 
of Jesus, or of some current service project. 

PreLupe: “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

Catt To WorsHIP: 
Leader: Lift up your hearts, 
Response: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Leader: O Lord, take thou our lives, 
gee That we may serve thee all our 
ays. 

eee “Rise Up, O Men of God” 

Srory: “Knotted Rope’® (Story about St. 
Francis and a young friend) 

Sine as Prayer Hymn: “Take My Life and 
Let It Be” 
Benepiction: Words of “Glad that I live am 
I,” by Lizette Woodworth Reese. See New 
Hymnal for American Youth, No. 172, 
or page 5 of February 1940 issue, Inter- 

national Journal. 


Intermediate 


Department 
By Ruth Bernice Mead* 
THEME FoR ApRIL: Doors That Easter Opens 


For the Leader 


The breathtaking joy of the resurrection 
was not an end in itself for the early Chris- 
tians but an open door into new realization 
of the deep meanings of their faith in the 
Jesus that had risen. Too often our celebra- 
tion of this high point in the church year 
is an end in itself and the next Sunday is 
an anticlimax. These services have been 
planned to emphasize that fact that Easter 
was the real beginning of Christianity and 
that the greatest elements of our common 
faith spring from it. For the disciples 
Easter opened the door into confident prayer, 
a sense of God as a loving father, knowl- 
edge that God’s help could come to them in 
the problems of daily living, and responsibili- 
ty for sharing this message with all the world. 

These have been chosen as doors which 
Easter opened to all of us. The services 
have been planned in the hope that the junior 
high boys and girls would be able to make 
final plans for the services themselves. They 
need to consider and talk of these things, 
not be told by adults. The worship com- 
mittee should plan carefully for those taking 
any part in the services and help them to 
present their ideas clearly. Teachers in the 
department or other adults may be called 
in to present their ideas if the committee 
decides that a particular person has real 
help for them. 


April 1 


THEME: The Door of Life After Death 
This service depends largely upon tradi- 
tional music and will need some rehearsal. 

Worsuip CENTER: Plan a traditional Easter 
center with a lily, if possible, or a picture 
of the resurrection. The committee will 
decide whether they wish candles and 
other flowers. During the remainder of 
the month the cross is suggested as the 
central object. They may wish to use the 
cross and candles or white flowers for 


* Director of Student Personnel, Presbyterian 
College of Christian Education, Chicago, Illinois. 
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Easter also. 

PRELUDE: “Up From the Grave: He Arose” 
or “Breaks the Joyful Easter Dawn” 

Catt to WorsHip: Stanza 1 of “Christ the 
Lord is Risen Today” sung by the junior 
high choir, or by a solo voice. Stanza 2 
sung by the whole department; Stanza 3 
by the choir and solo voice; Stanza 4 by 
the whole group. 

PRAISE AND REspPONSE: (Use the ancient 
Easter hymn, “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle 
Done” as background music for the reading 
and the triple “Alleluia” opening for the 
response. If an intermediate is reading 
be sure to plan for ample rehearsal with 
the music) 

Leader: The beginning of the first Easter 
day was dark and discouraging. Not one 
hope was left to Jesus’ followers after the 
death of their beloved leader. He had talked 
about life that did not end, but that was 
just words to their aching hearts. And then 
they realized that his promise of eternal life 
was true. First one, then more of the grieving 
disciples saw their risen Lord. Their song 
of joy is echoed in music that has thrilled 
the church for many years. Let us join 
our joy with theirs. 

Response: (The department or the choir 
sings) “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

Leader: As these men who knew from ex- 
perience that life was unending, went from 
place to place they shared this conviction 
with all who would listen. Their Jesus had 
gone from their sight but he seemed nearer 
than when they walked the dusty roads of 
Judea with him. They dared any danger for 
they knew that this life was but an entry 
way and death the door to more beautiful 
life. One man wrote to friends of his: 

“O death, where is thy sting? 

O grave, where is thy victory? ... 

Thanks be to God which giveth us the 

victory.” 

And the song of praise spread. Easter be- 

came a Christian holy day in every land 

where these disciples went. 

Response: “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

Leader: Sure of the loving presence of the 
Christ, men went to all parts of the earth 
and on Easter voices were raised in songs 
of praise in many different languages till 
it was possible to say that at every hour of 
that day this song of praise was echoing 
in some part of the world. Today in some 
places it will be sung silently within the 
hearts of those who may not sing the mes- 
sage aloud, but still we join a choir of many 
nations. 

Response: “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: In simple words 

express thanks for the message of Easter 


and pray for those who share anxiety this 
day. ‘ 

ScripTuRE Reapine: We ask ourselves many 
questions about this life that Jesus began 
on Easter. Paul tried to tell the people 
of his day about his beliefs in a letter 
to the people of Corinth. He was sure it 
was different from and better than this 
life. He used the seed and the blade of 
grass that comes from it as an example 
for them. (Read I Corinthians 35-38, 42- 
44.) 

Junior HicnH Cuoir: “Breaks the Joyful 
Easter Dawn” to Larcom or another suit- 
able anthem. 

Orrertne: Prayer by a pupil and Doxology 

_as-a response. 

DiIsMIssAL TO CLASSES: 
airs. 


A 
Medley of Easter 


April 8 


TuemeE: The Door of Confident Prayer 

Worsuip Center: For the next few Sundays 
we are suggesting that the worship be 
centered about the ‘cross symbol. If the 
department does not possess a cross pos- 
sibly a committee of the older boys will 

make one for the worship center. Or a 

cross may be borrowed from another 

department. If this is not possible Hof- 
mann’s “Christ in Gethsemane” may be 
used. 

PRELUDE: “Father, O Hear Us” by Handel; 
or Mendelssohn’s “Confidence” 

Catt To WorRsHIP: 

Blessed be God, 

Who hath not turned away my prayer 

Nor his loving kindness from me. Psalm 66:20 

Hymn: “Looking Upward Every Day” or 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
INTRODUCTION TO THEME: 

In all the years before Jesus came men 
tried to find some way of communicating 
with God. Primitive man danced to gain 
their god’s favor; priests offered sacrifices of 
all sorts, even human life; daring souls 
looked up and tried to speak to God with- 
out ceremonials. Many stories in our Old 
Testament as well as in literature show how 
men sought a way of prayer. The Psalms are 
full of verses addressed to God but men spoke 
timidly to a distant and unknowable being. 

The disciples were surprised at the simplic- 
ity and confidence in Jesus’ prayers. They 
watched him; they listened to him pray. 
He went to God so freely, with complete 
confidence! They asked him to teach them 
and he began by the prayer which we know 
as the Lord’s Prayer. First he taught them 
to speak to God as a father and express 
their real desires. Then when the last days 
of his life drew near he tried to explain to 
them that by going away he would open the 
door of prayer more fully to them. They 
could then be able to speak to God as they 
talked to their friend Jesus. This made 
prayer very simple and real after the ascen- 
sion. 

But the people taught by these first 
disciples who had known Jesus, had difficulty 
in understanding this. They had to learn 
to pray as we do. Christian teachers wrote 
down stories of Jesus’ prayer life and words 
he had said about prayer. (A pupil) will read 
us some of these. 

Junior High Reader: A pupil reads verses 
which the worship committee has chosen— 
one or more from (a) examples of Jesus’ 
prayer-life in Matthew 14:22-23; Matthew 
18:18-21; Mark 1:35; Luke 9: 18, Luke 
10:2; or Luke 11:1, and (b) one or more 
passages giving the words of Jesus about 
prayer, in Matthew 6:5-7, Matthew 7:7-11, 
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John 14:12-14, John 15:7 and illustrations 

of prayer from John 17. 

Leader: Other Christian teachers wrote 
prayer for their friends in letters and en- 
couraged their friends to pray. (A pupil) 
will read us some illustrations of these teach- 
ings. 

Junior High Reader: Verses selected by 
the committee from the introductory prayers 
at the opening of some of Paul’s letters and 
from Ephesians 6:18-20, Colossians 4:2-4, 
I Thessalonians 17-18. 

_ Leader: Many people have written songs 
about the help that prayer has been to 

them. Let us sing (a prayer song chosen 

by the worship committee to be used during 
the remainder of the month.) 

Prayer: Have the teacher or pupil who leads 
in prayer explain that the committee has 
chosen the object of this prayer and is 
asking all to share in the spoken prayer. 

Junior Hich Cuoir: “Prayer Is the Soul’s 
Sincere Desire” by James Montgomery as 
set to Byefield* 

OFFERING: Quiet music with prayer response 
“All. Things Come of Thee, O Lord,” 

DisMIssAL TO CLASSES, using medley of 
Easter Music. 


April 15 
THueme: The Door to God the Friendly 


Father 


Worsuip CENTER: Use again the cross and 
candles with the Bible open at the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

PreLuvE: “And He Shall Feed His Flocks” 
from the Messiah. If possible have a rec- 
ord of this played. 

Catt To WorsHIP: 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 

Call ye upon him while he is near. 
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 
INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME: 

Wuat SHatt We Catt Him? 

Ever since time began men in every tribe 
and every land have had an idea that there 
was a God. They have tried to decide what 
he was like and to find ways of going to him 
with their desires. It is most interesting 
to think of all the different-sorts of names 
that men have had for this God whom they 
could not understand but who they were sure 
was there. 

Our own American Indians called him 
“The Great Spirit.” The Alaskan Indians 
spoke of him as “Great Chief.” The Hebrew 
people had many names for him. One of 
these was Yahveh, or Jehovah, as we find it 
translated in our Old Testament. Do any 
of you know other names by which they 
called him? (Have several pupils ready 
to give names of God from the Psalms.) 
Can others of you give names which other 
nationalities have used for God or for gods, 
for some people believed there were many 
gods? 

But no one of these names had ever really 
satisfied people. One of the most satisfactory 
was “shepherd” and everyone who knew it 
valued the thought of God in the Twenty- 
third Psalm. His disciples came to think of 
Jesus as a shepherd, too, and spoke of him in 
this way to others. But Jesus wanted to 
teach them a better name for God. When he 
taught them to pray he taught them to say 
“Our Father.” After Jesus’ death and resur- 
rection they felt that God was close and lov- 
ing as a father. They remembered that even 
as he was facing death Jesus spoke to God 
as “Father” and was willing to follow his 
Father’s will. 


1¥Found in the Church School Hymnal for 
Youth, Westminster Press. 
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Since then Christians have- 


Boundless Energy 


Wheu summer comes, thousands of 
children will 


be thrown on their own 


resources. 


Wha is your church going to do to di- 
rect this boundless energy? 


Why 


not make your church a Christian 


influence on all children of your com- 


munity? 


VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL 
TEXT FOR INTERMEDIATES 


Our Living Book 
Faye DeBeck Flynt 


Engages heart and hands in 
thought and activity centering 
on the Bible. 

Skillful story telling combined 
with accepted modern teach- 
ing practices. 


Available Apr. 1. 


Probable Price 
$1.25 Postpaid 


Let us help you. Send for list of text- 
books and other suggestions. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, St. Louis 3, Mo. 


None Too Early To Plan 


Your Vacation Church School 


Bethany vacation church school mate- 
rials have been produced by leading 
educators of several communions. 
of large, small, city and rural churches 
have been considered. The Bible is used 
extensively. 


Needs 


used this, the best and tenderest name for 

God that we have. Jesus had opened the 

door to God as a wise and good father to all 

Christians. 

Junior HicH CuHoir: “Father, We Pray to 
Thee”? or “How Strong and Sweet My 
Father’s Care” by Murray* 

ScriprurE Reapine: Paul tried to explain 
how Jesus had shown them God as a 
father and he used the word which in his 
language would correspond to our word, 
papa. He used “Abba.” Let us all look 
up Romans 8 and read together verses 
14-16. 

Prayer: Let us think for a moment of the 
ways we depend upon our earthly fathers 
and then thank God silently for this name 
Jesus taught us. 

OFFERING: Prayer by a teacher and response 
of Doxology. 

DismissAL Hymn: Stanza 1 of “Who Trusts 
in God, a Strong Abode” or “God Is 
Love; His Mercy Brightens,” stanzas 1 
and 4, Dismissal to classes to same 
melody. 


April 22 
TuEemME: The Door to God’s Help in Our 
Problems 


Worsuip CENTER: 

The cross and candles with a blooming 
plant or fern on either side behind the cross. 
The worship committee may want to em- 


2 Singing Pathways, Dickie, Powell and White, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

8 Copyright by The John Church Company. 
Found in The Church School Hymnal for Youth, 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 


tet. ar: Ree sel 
What Shall I Do? 


The standard How, What 
and Why Book for Church 
School Workers is 


A GUIDE FOR CHURCH 
SCHOOL TEACHERS 


by 
RANDOLPH C. MILLER 


$1.25 


at your bookstore 


THE CLOISTER PRESS 
Louisville 1, Ky. 


phasize God’s help in everyday life through 
this center. If so use notebook and pencil 
and other tools of daily living before the 
cross and omit plants. 


PRELUDE: “Dear Lord and Father of Man- 
kind” or “I Need Thee Every Hour” 
Catt TO WorsHIP: 

We bring into our department this morning 
minds full of the events of this past week; 
we came thinking of games and classes, 
work and parties. Let us bring all these 
interests into this hour when we think of God. 
Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour” or 

“Father, Lead Me Day by Day” 
INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME: 

Did you ever go into your church school 
class and begin talking about the basketball 
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game, a party or some happening at school?» 


Everyone got excited and it was almost im- 
possible for the teacher to get your minds 
back to the lesson. Perhaps one or two 
carried on the discussion in an undertone 
and in the end no one really thought about 
the truth you came to learn. All our life is 
exciting and interesting to us and we fail 
to see the next door that Jesus opened to 
men. 

When Jesus talked he began with sowing 
seed, baking, sweeping a house, herding 
sheep. These were all interests of the people 
and a good way to introduce the idea that 
God had a plan for them. God wanted them 
to do their work in the most unselfish way; 
God guided them through their work. 

It is a wonderful thing to bring our every 
day life into our classes but we bring it in 
to see God’s way. Church school classes 
should help us to go out and see that there 
is a Christian way to live and that we can 
ask God’s help every time we are perplexed 
or need strength to do the right. 

Let us talk together for a few minutes 
about situations where we each need this 
help that Jesus promised would be ours. 
(Have the group ready to cite problems. 
Try to discuss the religious implications 
objectively with them but only take a few 
minutes for this.) 

Scripture ReEaApInG: The disciples were 
overcome when they thought of living 
without Jesus’ guidance and help. He 
tried to tell them that this guidance and 
help could come to more people in a better 
way after his death since he was opening 
a door to God’s helpfulness. He said: 
(Read John 14:15-20) 

Hymn: Some favorite hymn which speaks 
of God’s guidance. Let the worship com- 
mittee determine which one to use. 

OFFERING: Silent prayer of consecration and 
Doxology 

Junior HicH Cuorr: 
Have in Jesus” 

DIsMIssAL to same melody as was used in the 
prelude. 


“What a Friend We 


April 29 


THEME: The Door to Sharing 
Message 


Worsuip Center: Use either the cross and 
candles or a collection of missionary 
curios with the cross in the background. 


PRELUDE: “The Church’s One Foundation” or 
“O Zion Haste” 

Catt To Worsuip: Stanza 1 of “Fling Out 
the Banner! Let It Float” 


INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME: 


As soon as the first disciples knew that 
Jesus was risen and began to understand 
what the crucifixion had meant, they wanted 
to tell others. This was made more important 
to them as they talked to Jesus one day 
before his ascension. We will hear the story 
as one of them told it. 


Scriprure Reapinc: Matthew 28:16-20 
Discuss1on PERIOD: 


the Christian 


Ever since then people have been trying 
to carry out this command of Jesus, which 
they called “The Great Commission.” What 
do you know about ways in which people in 
the past have done this and in which we are 
doing it today in our own church? (Have 
pupils prepared to start the reports. Close 
by listing the number of your own denomina- 
tional missionaries at home and abroad and 
the countries in which they are working.) 
Prayer: Let us pray for these people today 

who are carrying out Christ’s command 

to go everywhere preaching and teaching. 


24, 


Let each one silently ask the Father’s 
help for them. 

Junior Hicu Cuore: 
Tell to the Nations” 
hymn. 

Orrerinc: If possible have this given wholly 
to the spread of the kingdom. 

Leaver: We bring this, our small offering, 
to hasten the spread of the Kingdom otf 
God in all the world. Guide those to whom 


“We've a Story to 
or other missionary 


it is entrusted that it may serve as many 
as possible. — : 

Hymn: (Quietly sing “The Whole Wide 
World for Jesus” as the offering is being 
taken.) 

Response: Junior high choir or a selected 
number of pupils sing softly the refrain 
of the above hymn. 

DismMIssAL TO CLASSES with a missionary 
hymn melody. 


Senior and Young 
People's 


Departments 
By Percy E. Kohl* 


THEME FOR AprRIL: The Lesson of Easter 


To the Leader 


Easter is the culmination of the church 
year, the day toward which every Christian 
looks with eager longing. There are heart- 
searching questions that only Easter can re- 
solve. There are deep needs that only Easter 
can supply. Yet, so great is the penetration of 
our material secular civilization that Easter 
for many can be nothing more than a repeti- 
tion of a social habit. Let us guard against 
all blunting of the Easter message. In a 
world that is daily condemning itself to death 
it is no easy thing to sing with honest con- 
viction, “In the cross of Christ J glory, 
towering o’er the wrecks of time.” 


April 1 


THEME: What does Easter mean to you? 
PreLuDE: Hymn tune, Olive’s Brow L. M. 
LEADER: 
May the glad dawn 
Of Easter morn 
Bring joy to thee. 


May the calm eve 
Of Easter leave 
A peace divine with thee. 


May Easter night 
On thine heart write, 
O Christ, I live for thee! 
—Author Unknown 
Reaper: John 20:1-4, Luke 24:3-6a 
LEADER: 
“What does Easter mean to you? 

Stately church with cushioned pew, 

Where, Lenten season gone at last 

And days of self-denial past, 

Richly-clad, devoted throngs 

Of worshippers unite in songs 

Of praise in lily-scented air? 

Is that what makes your Easter fair?”* 
READER: 

In today’s valley of stress and uncertainty 
and pain, I said unto myself: Calvary is a 
continent today. The world is but a vast and 
terrible new Golgotha, but somewhere in ev- 
ery storm there is a center of peace, for 
other men have found it. Why not I? The 
spirit of man can be strong in the face of 
danger, for is it not in risk that many have 
won through to the glory of the Kingdom? 


* Secretary-Director, Alabama Area, Disciples 
of Christ, Birmingham, Alabama. 

1 Mary Ricker Conard, in Quotable Poems. 
Used by permission of Willett, Clark and Co. 


I can hope to be steady amid shaking cer- 

tainties; for have not other men thereby 

found new certainties that tremble not? I can 
be patient in the slow journey to the doing 
of God’s will, for has not he been patient too’ 

—and for a long time? So, I sit at the feet 

of those who have been held steady in strain, 

and they speak to me. 

LEADER: 

“Does it mean the end of winter’s reign, 
Bright skies and welcome warmth again, 
Singing of birds, budding of trees, 

Sweet spring odors on the breeze 

From daffodil and crocus bed 

And balsam branches overhead? 

Sad is the world and cold and gray, 

lf this is all to Easter Day.”* 

ScripTuRE: (from Luke 24:13f.) Rater two 
boys from the side, apparently talking to- 
gether. Walk slowly toward the center. 
Stop as a third voice offstage says firmly 
but not too loudly: 

Voice: What communications are these that 
ye have one with another, as ye walk? 

Cleopus: Dost thou alone sojourn in Jeru- 
salem and not know the things which are 
come to pass there in these days? 

Voice: What things? 

Cleopus: The things concerning Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people: 
and how the chief priests and our rulers de- 
livered him up to be condemned to death, 
and crucified him. 

Companion: But we hoped that it was he 
who should redeem Israel. 

Cleopus: Yea and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things came to 
pass. Moreover certain women of our com- 
pany amazed us, having been early at the 
tomb, and when they found not his body, 
they came, saying that they had also seen a 
vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 

Voice: O foolish men, and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 
Behooved it not the Christ to suffer these 
things, and to enter into his glory? 

(The two, having crossed the stage, walk 
off as Cleopus’ companion says,) 

Companion: Abide with us; for it is toward 
evening, and the day is now far spent. 

Reader: Luke 24:29b-32 
Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
Mepiration: 

The most disturbing feature about the 
crucifixion was that Jesus was brought to the 
cross not by bad men but by ordinary people 
who were acting from familiar and common 
motives, religious people whose prejudices 
were no more pronounced than ours; money- 
changers no more zealous for profits than 
many today; politicians as honestly afraid of 
Jesus’ ideals as countless politicians of 1945. 
Easter is God’s word that righteousness shall 
triumph and evil shall be destroyed. 

We need the insight a tourist gained at 
Oberammergau during a presentation of the 
Passion Play. Wandering backstage with 
his wife, they came upon Anton Lang await- 
ing his cue to take up the cross and begin 
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the tragic journey to Calvary. The husband 
was going to have his wife snap his picture 
carrying the cross only to discover, to his 
surprise, he could not lift it. Turning to 
Anton Lang with a new-found respect he 
exclaimed: “It’s heavy! Why is it so heavy?” 
To which the Christus of the Passion Play 
replied: “I could not play this part unless I 
felt the weight of the cross.” 

It is never easy to shoulder the weight of 
the cross. Easter is God’s promise of suf- 
ficient strength not only to lift it but to use 
it as a fulcrum to lift the wrecks of time and 
salvage a derelict world. 

PRAYER 
LEADER: 


“But, if this blessed season brings, 

A firmer faith in holy things; 

Assurance of a living Lord; 

A strengthening of the tender chord 

Of love that binds us to the life to come 

Where loved ones ‘wait us in the heavenly 
home, 

No pain or loss can e’er efface the bliss, 

Dear Friend of Easter, when it means all 

is 


Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” 


April 8 


THreme: About Myself 
To THE LEADER: 


The assigned talks given below are cen- 
tered in individuals. Assignments should 
be made to those who have a deep and honest 
conviction. Guide the three in their prepara- 
tion so that each talk will recognize not 
only the fact of the title but the difficulty 
and incentive of holding each conviction. 
If time permits you may want some discus- 
sion after each talk and prior to the hymn. 
You should give the opening verse and 
closing prayer. 

PRELUDE 
LEADER: 


Exutt, O Sout 
Exult, O Soul, thy heritage is God; 
O deathless spirit, born of royal line, 
All that there is in God belongs to. thee, 
All-Power, All-Life, All-Love is 
thine. 
Explore thyself, the unplumbed depths of thee 
To find the cryptic. power that. lies 
within, 
Make common union with the source of life, 
Thy Heavenly Father is thy nearest kin. 
No longer walk as one bereft of good; 
No longer darkly make thy way alone 
Who in the silence finds himself in God 
Shall see behind the clouds the Perfect 


ever 


One. 

No space nor death can part thy life from 
God; 

Uplift thy mind from thinking on the 
dust. 


God is thy life; and love surrounds thy way; 

Oh heir of heav’n in Him have perfect 
trust. 

—Fernwicke L, Hotmes 
Hymn: “The Voice of God Is Calling” _ 
ScripturE: Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:10-14; 
2 :42-47. 

THREE TALKS: 

Luke tells us that the early Christians, 
when finally convinced of the resurrection of 
Jesus, were changed people. Their habits of 
worship were changed; they looked upon 
God and their fellowmen differently. So 
definitely did they submerge their lives to 
the will of God that the promised release 
of power was a reality. 

(Have prepared in advance for this meet- 
ing three brief talks on the following sub- 
jects. and the suzeested scripture:) 

1. J Am God’s. Psalm 100; Romans 8:12-17. 
Hymn: “He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought 
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2. I Know God. Job 19:23-26; I Cor- 
inthians 5:14-20; John 2:3-6. 
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 
3. I Love God. Deuteronomy 6:5; Psalm 
119:97; Luke 10:27. 
Hymn: “l’ve Found a Friend” 
QueEsTIONS FoR Discussion: 

1. If we are God’s in what way do we be- 
long to God? 

2. How can we best prove our knowledge 
of God? 

3. How do we show forth love of God? 
LEADER’s PRAYER: 

O God, Light of the minds that see Thee, 
Life of the souls that love Thee, and Strength 
of the thoughts that seek Thee, enlarge our 
minds and raise the vision of our hearts, that 
with swift wings of thought our spirits may 
reach Thee, the eternal Wisdom who art from 
everlasting to everlasting; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


April 15 


THEME: About My Time 
CaLtL to WorsHIP 


Come into the sanctuary where God sendest 
dreams within our minds to energize our 
thoughts and give them goals; where courage 
is given that we may lift the sails of youth 
and drive our vessels well across the seas of 
life; where wisdom is given to steer as did 
the Master pilot in his day, unyielding in 
our course, unafraid of storms; where faith 
is given to sail and sail until we reach the 
haven of our dreams where peace, good 
will and justice reign. 

Hymn: “Be Strong! We Are Not Here to 

Play” 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:15-21; Ecclesiastes 

S112: 

READING: 

Jr | Hap Tue Time 

If I had the time to find a place 

And sit me down full face to face 
With my better self, that stands no show 
In my daily life that rushes so, 

It might be then I would see my soul 

Was stumbling still toward the shining goal— 
I might be nerved by the thought sub- 

lime, 

If I had the time! 

If I had the time to learn from you 

How much for comfort my word would do; 
And I told you then of my sudden will 
To kiss your feet when I did you ill— 

If the tears aback of the bravado 
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gether than to read aloud from this magnificent Bible story 
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Could force their way and let you know— 
Brothers, the souls of us all would chime, 
If we had the time! 
—Ricuarp Burton” 
READING: 
FILL THE SPACES 
“Select a large box, and place in it as many 
cannon balls as it will hold, and it is, 
after a fashion, full; but it will hold more 
if smaller matters be found. Bring a quanti- 
ty of marbles; very many of these may be 


2From Leaves of Gold, an Anthology. Published 
by the Coslett Publishing Co., 1938. 
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packed in the spaces between the larger 
globes; the box is now full, but still only in 
a sense; it will contain more yet. There 
are interstices in abundance, into which you 
may shake a considerable quantity of small 
shot, and now the chest is filled beyond all 
question; but yet there is room. You cannot 
put in another shot or marble, much less an- 
other ball; but you will find that several 
pounds of sand will slide down between the 
larger materials, and, even then between the 
granules of sand, if you empty yonder jug, 
there will be space for all the water, and 
for the same quantity several times repeated. 

“Where there is no space for the great, 
there may be room for the little; where the 
little cannot enter, the less can make its 
way; and where the less is shut out, the 
least of all may find ample room. So, where 
time is, as we say, fully occupied, there must 
be stray moments, occasional intervals, and 
snatches, which might hold a vast amount 
of little usefulness in the course of months 
and years. What a wealth of minor good, 
as we think it to be, might be shaken down 
into the interstices of ten years’ work, 
which might prove to be as precious in re- 
sult by the grace of God, as the greater 
works of the same period.” 

—C. H. Spurcron’ 

READING: 


Too LATE 

“The foolish virgins of Christ’s parable 
faced the fact that there is a point in life 
at which no excuses will avail. 

“The door was shut. There is absolutely 
nothing to be done about it. All action should 
ap been taken beforehand. Now it is too 
ate. 

“But the important thing to remember is 
that the arrival at the inexorable point of 
hopelessness is always the culmination of 
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what has gone before; and that this desperate 
plight is avoidable if we are continually 
ready. 

“Many of us are going to do great things— 
tomorrow. But tomorrow never comes. For 
the only day we have is today. And this 
corrupting habit of running behind schedule 
—even in small things—has for its inevitable 
result the bringing of us face to face with a 
shut door. 

“The demand that life makes on all of us 
is to be ready at all times, to live neither 
in the past nor in the future but in the 
present. 

“Until we learn that lesson we cannot 
escape the certain consequence that we shall 
one day stand, sorrowful but too late, before 
the one door through which we desire to 
enter but cannot—because it is shut.” 

—Author Unknown 
LEADER: 

Like Queen Esther, we know that we were 
born for such a day as this, each with a task 
that is a part of the process of God’s re- 
demption of the time because the days are 
evil. “If I had the time,” is our most fre- 
quent excuse for not. wanting to do a thing. 
Refusal to “fill the space” of an apparently 
full life makes us ultimately paupers. “Too 
late” is a cry of remorse that is completely 
unnecessary. 

As a child of God in a kingdom where 
God’s will shall prevail we, in his providence, 
do have the time; time to worship, time to 
work, time to play, time to share with others. 
What is needed is simply the desire to choose 
whether we shall “fill the spaces” or wait 
until it is “too late.” 

PRAYER: That we may use each day as if it 
belonged to God. 
Hymn: “Take Time to Be Holy” 


April 22 


TuEeme:—About My Talent 

PRELUDE: Principal Theme, Symphony No. 
1, Op. 68, Brahms.’ 

CaLL to WorsHIP: 

PRAYER: That we may use our God-given 
abilities to advance his Kingdom on earth. 

Hymn: “The Voice of God Is Calling” 

LEADER: 

In Jesus’ day a “talent” meant a large 
sum of money. Our contemporary use of the 
word to mean capacity to do a thing comes 
from the scripture about to be read. Our 
talents are to be used, not hidden. Used, 
they live and multiply; unused, they die. 

There is a second point to this eternally 
true parable; the New Testament nowhere 
teaches that God shall judge us for what we 
believe but rather for what we do or fail to 
do. God needs only an accounting of our 
deeds to know what we believe. 

Scripture: Matthew 25:14-46 (With a little 
study and advance preparation this Scrip- 
ture can be given dramatically as is the 
one for April 1—above). 

LEADER: 

RESOURCES 

“No man is blamed for being a fourteen- 
foot catboat instead of a steam yacht or an 
Atlantic liner. It is only required of him that 
he have up whatever sail he carries and be 
headed right. This simplifies the whole 
matter and makes the path of duty plain. 
How much energy and wisdom, how much 
goodness and spiritual efficiency have you? 
‘Not much,’ you say. No matter, bring it 
along! As you live in the spirit of Christian 
devotion your life will unfold in faith, in 
hope, and in love until men will say of your 
Master, ‘This of a truth is that prophet 
that should come into the world.’ 


% No. 326 in Hymnal for Youth, Westminster 
Press, 1941. 


“There is a false self-distrust which denies 
the worth of its own talent. It is not humility 
—it is petty pride, withholding its simple 
gifts from the hands of Christ because they 
are not more pretentious. There are men 
who would endow colleges, they say, if they 
were millionaires. They would help in the 
work of the Bible study if they were as 
gifted as Henry Drummond. They would 
strive to lead their associates into the Chris- 
tian life if they had the gifts of Dwight L. 
Moody. But they are not ready to give what 
they have and do what they can and be as it 
has pleased God to make them, in His service 
—and that is their condemnation.” 

—CuHar.es Reynotps Brown” 
Hymn “Christian, Rise and Act Thy Creed” 


READER? 
Quit You Like MEN 


Quit you like men, be strong; 
There’s a burden to bear, 
There’s a grief to share. 
There’s a heart that breaks “neath a load 
of care— 
But fare ye forth with a song. 
Quit you like men, be strong; 
There’s a work to do, 
There’s a world to make new, 
There’s a call for men who are brave 
and true— 
On! on with the song! 
Quiet you like men, be strong; 
There’s a year of grace, 
There’s a God to face, 
There’s another heat in the great world 
race. 
Speed! speed with a song! 
—WILLIAM HERBERT HUDNUT 


ScriptuRE: Mark 10:35-45 
Hymn: “O Young and Fearless Prophet’* 


April 29 


THEME:—About My Possessions 
Leaver: “It’s good to have money and the 
things that money can buy, but it’s good, 
too, to check up once in a while and make 
sure you haven’t lost the things that money 
can’t buy.” 
—Grorce Horace Lorimer 


Hymn “Now in the Days of Youth” 


READING: 
DEDICATION OF POSSESSIONS 


“Christianity and the church are the only 
hope of salvation for our civilization and 
society. Our most ardent: prayers are that 
the outcome of the war will mean a new 
world in which dwell righteousness, peace, 
goodwill and love. We cannot have these 
things unless we work for them now. There 
is where our relationship to our possessions 
and our responsibility to God in acknowl- 
edging his claims on us have their strongest 
force. Here we need to dedicate what we 
have to Kingdom building in order that the 
Christian message may be heard in the coun- 
sels of secular society whose planners are 
frantically following the old selfish, greedy 
pattern that has brought the world to its 
present sorry position. 

“Man has often measured life by the 
things that man possesses. The thoughtless 
have credited the person who had the most 
with getting the most out of life, whereas 
the real test comes not in the measuring of 
a man’s possessions, but in what he did with 
what he had. The Christian must not be 
beguiled by such secular values. Life’s 
greatest good is not measured by things a 
man possesses. These are important because 
by them provision is made for the indispens- 

(Continued on page 29) 
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International Journal of Religious Education 


Graded Curriculum and General Program Materials 


Published from October 15, 1944, to January 15, 1945 


Tis LIsTING of forty publications from 
fourteen publishing houses will bring you 
up to date on curriculum and program re- 
sources. You will find interesting, helpful 
and challenging materials on missions, Bible 
study, the history of Christianity. There is 
a new weekday church school text which 
you will welcome. And if recreation is your 
line, you will delight in the square dance 
book just out. Don’t let any of these items 
pass unnoticed! 

The various editors and publishers coop- 
erate in making these lists available to you 
every three months. The first in this series 
appeared in the December 1938 JouRNAL. 


To Order Materials 


These materials should be ordered from 
your own denominational book store, or from 
the publishers indicated. Please mention the 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL in placing such 
orders. 


I. Religious Education of Children 


A. Primaries 

Bryant, Bernice. God’s Wonder World. 
St. Louis 3, Christian Board of Publication, 
1944. 103 p. $1.25. 

A book of devotions for children six to 
ten, written in story form. Presents the 
thought that God is everywhere, not only 
in the world of nature, but in the “wonder 
world” of man’s scientific genius. 


Christian Growth Series (of Sunday school 
lessons). First Year, Second Quarter. Marion 
Poppen Athy. Unit A, “Our Part in Our 
Church.” Unit B, “Jesus, the Friend of Boys 
and Girls.” 13 Pupil’s Leaflets, $.12. Teacher’s 
Guide, Our Primary Children, 64 p., $.20. 
Philadelphia 7, Columbus, and Rock Island, 
Christian SN Press, 1944. 


Lewis, Hazet A. Bethany Primary De- 
partment Manual. St. Louis 3, Christian 
Board of Publication, 1944. 98 p. $.75. 

A survey of the three years of the primary 
Bethany Graded Lesson Series: objectives, 
outlines, materials, and activities; sugges- 
tions for department organization and super- 
vision; plans for worship and other inter- 
group and department activities. 

Lewis, Hazex A. Judson Keystone Pri- 
mary Department Manual. Philadelphia 3, 
The Judson Press, 1944. 98 p. $.75. 

A survey of the three years of the pri- 
mary graded courses—objectives, outlines, 
materials, and activities; suggestions for 
department organization and 
plans for worship and other intergroup and 
department activities. 

Smiruer, Ere, L. They Help Along 
With Me, Child Helpers Around the World. 
Nashville 2 and -New York 11, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, 1944. 64 p. $.25. 

A unit of work for use in additional ses- 
sions. To guide children to a growing help- 
fulness in home, church, and community 
and an understanding of children in similar 
situations in other lands. 


B. Primaries, Juniors 


Thoughts of God for Boys and Girls at 
March, 1945 


supervision ; — 


Easter Time. Hartford 3, Connecticut Coun- 
cil of Churches and Religious Education, 
1945. 72 p. $.15 a copy; 25 or more, $.13 
each, plus postage. Annual subscriptions 
received. 

Daily devotional readings with stories, 
poems, prayers, songs, and pictures, for pe- 
riod from February 14 to April 30, for family 
use, pastoral calling, church schools, librar- 
ies, and for gifts. Relationships of children 
in the home, in the community, and abroad 
in the world community are brought out, 
with suggestions for sharing through service 
projects. 


Doucuty, Peart Hoose. As Jesus Grew. 
Pupil’s Workbook, 32 p., $.25. Teacher’s 
Book, 175 p., cloth, $1.25. New York and 
Nashville, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1945. 

A course for third or fourth grade in the 
weekday church school, in three units — 
“Finding God in My Family,” “Growing as 
Jesus Grew: Jesus the Boy,” “Growing as 
Jesus Grew: Jesus the Man.” Published for 
The International Committee on Cooperative 
Publication of Vacation and Weekday Church 
School Curriculum. 


Kaurmann, STANLEY. Food for Freedom. 
Boston 11, Baker’s Plays, 1944. 15 p. $.25. 

A one-act play written for Food for Free- 
dom, Inc., an independent organization. Pre- 
sents an explanation through example of how 
food supplies can be sent to millions of 
homeless through a temporary international 


agency (UNRRA). 


C. Juniors 


BetHANy Grapep Lesson Series. Third 
Year, Winter Quarter. Elizabeth S. White- 
house, Mabel A. Niedermeyer. Unit IV, 
Friends of Jesus at Work. Hazel A. Lewis, 
Unit V, Our Church. 48 p. $.25. Activities 
Resource Materials, set $.50. Teacher’s 
Quarterly, 127 p., $.35. St. Louis 3, Chris- 
tian Board of Publication, 1945 


CurRisTIAN GrRowTH Series (of Sunday 
school lessons). First Year, Second Quar- 
ter. Ruth Bonander. The Life of Jesus for 
Juniors. 
Do. Unit B, What People Thought about 
Jesus. Unit C, How Jesus’ Work Changed. 
Pupil’s Study Book, 84 p., $.12. Teacher’s 
Guide, 64 p., $.15. Philadelphia 7, Columbus, 
and Rock Island, Christian Growth Press, 
1944, 


Eakin, Mitprep M. Teaching Junior Boys 
and Girls. New York and Nashville, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press, 1934. 277 p. $1.25. 

There are now reprints of this leadership 
training text available. 


Gravep Lesson Series. The Story of Jesus, 
Junior Workbook Number 2. Marion M. 
Brillinger. Toronto 2B, Canada, United 
Church Publishing House, 299 Queen Street, 
West. 

Second in a series of twelve workbooks to 
be published quarterly covering a three-year 
course for juniors. 32 p. $.16. The Teacher’s 
Guide. 64 p. $.25. 

Younc, E. Mar. Methodists in Southeast 
Asia. Nashville 2 and New York 11, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press, 1944. 64 p. $.25. 


Unit A, The Work Jesus Loved to ~ 


A ten-session unit of work for juniors in 
additional sessions for missionary education. 
This unit for teachers should provide for ex- 
periences through which juniors will become 
acquainted with all phases of Methodist work 
in Southeast Asia. 


D. Juniors, Intermediates 


Adventure in Burma. Dr. Gordon S. Sea- 
grave Builds a Hospital. Adapted by Ken- 
neth L. Wilson from Tales of a Waste-Basket 
Surgeon and News Stories. Philadelphia, 
The Judson Press, 1944. 64 p. $.40. 

An illustrated, adventurous story of the 
Seagraves as they build Harper Memorial 
Hospital at Namkham, Burma. 


BUEHLER, Bernice. Let's Make a Play. 
New York 10, Friendship Press, 1944. 24 p. 
$.25. 

Includes a story on Burma by Grace W. 
McGavran. Describes how to dramatize a 
story informally with a group of junior or 
junior high boys and girls. 


Il. Religious Education of Young 
People 


A. Intermediates 


CHRISTIAN GROWTH Series (of Sunday 
school lessons). First Year, Second Quarter. 
Donald F. Irvin. Unit A, What's in the 
Catechism? Unit B, We Have Fellowship 
with God. Pupil’s Study Book, 68 p., $.12. 
Teacher’s Guide, 64 p., $.15. Philadelphia 7, 
Columbus, and Rock Island, Christian Growth 
Press. 1944, 


GrirritHs, Loutse B. Junior High School 
Boys and Girls in the Church. Boston 8, The 
Pilgrim Press. 1944. 64 p. Single copy, $.25; 
5 or more copies, $.25. 

A guide for teachers and leaders of boys 
and girls 12 to 14 years of age. Helps leaders 
understand the characteristics of early adoles- 
cents and know how to discover and develop 
their abilities. 


B. Seniors 


Problems in Christian Living and Great 
Messages from Proverbs and Job. Pupil’s 
Book, 64 p., $.20. Teacher’s Book, 64 p., 
$.25. Philadelphia 7, Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, Board of 
Christian Education, 1944. 

A thirteen-week elective appearing first in 
the Departmental Graded Lessons, July- 


September 1944. The second unit was written 
by John Field Mulholland. 


C. Seniors, Young People 


Our Healing Ministry. Chicago 1, Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 
1944. 26 p. $.25. 

The story of the Christian Youth Confer- 
ence of North America held at Lakeside, 
Ohio, June 27—July 2, 1944. This report of 
the conference as it appeared to youth was 
written by Eleanor Brooks with the assistance 
of a group of Lakeside delegates from the 
Chicago area. 


D. Seniors, Young People, Adults 


Apspott, Sara D. The Story of the Chris- 
tian Church. Leader’s Guide, 72 p., $1.00. 


27 


Give one of these booklets with 
a framed picture or plaque. 


Sallmant 
GETHSEMANE 


Popular Priced Frames 


These beautiful full-color re- 
productions are suitable for 
home, Sunday School, classroom 
or office. The carved frame is 
neat and attractive and is 


finished in a rich burnished 

bronze. 

No. 4951 Sallman’s “Gethsemane” ~ 
Size 18% x 22%, ______ $4.95 

No. 2951 Sallman’s “Gethsemane” 
Size 121s; x16 $2.95 


Krystal Plaques 


A sparkling “Hy 
Glo” surface gives the 
effect of glass. Two 
beautiful plaques, 
complete with hang- 


only 25¢ 


Liz | Vw 


'' Story of Sallman’s ‘Gethsemane’ 


By Howard W. Ellis 
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an interpretation; it helps the reader to 
reach up, to touch, to sense the power 
that sustained our Lord in His hour 
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WARNER PRESS PRODUCTS 


Student’s Workbook, 32 p., $.35. Boston 8, 
The Pilgrim Press, 1945. 

A course of five units containing twenty- 
seven lessons. The Leader’s Guide gives 
specific directions for making any course on 
church history interesting and meaningful. 
Based largely on The Church of Our Fathers 
by Roland H. Bainton, though any other 
reliable source material can be used. 


III. Religious Education of Young 
People, Adults 


Indian Wardship. New York 10, Home 
Missions Council of North America, 297 
Fourth Avenue, 1944 (Revised). 56 p. $.15. 

A discussion of Indian wardship: what 
it is;~status of the Indian as a ward; psy- 


chological effects; next steps. Twenty-three 


pages are given to “Exhibits’—specific re- 
ports and statistical data referred to in the 
d’scussion. 


McRaer, GLENN. A Man Who Wrote 
Scripture. St. Louis 3, Christian Board of 
Publication, 1944. 96 p. $.40. 

An elective course providing experience 
in reading the Bible with understanding and 
appreciation. The content of the study 
centers in Paul as revealed through his 
letters. 


SmitH, Roy L. The First Jewish Bible. 
“Know Your Bible Series” Study No. 5. New 
York and Nashville, Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, 1944. 62 p. $.25, 

The origin and compilation of the Law 
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deute- 
ronomy) and its acceptance as inspired 
perio presented in question and answer 
orm. 


Smitu, Roy L. Jewish Thinkers and Prop- 
agandists. “Know Your Bible Series” Study 
No. 6. New York and Nashville, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, 1944. 64 p. $.25. 

Prophetic, historical, and other prose 
writings of the postexilic period (Haggai, 
Zechariah, Obadiah, Malachi, Nehemiah, 
Ezra, Ruth, Joel, Jonah, Chronicles, Daniel, 
Fone presented in question and answer 
orm. 


Smitu, Roy L. Jewish-Wit, Wisdom, and 
Worship. “Know Your Bible Series” Study 
No. 7. New York and Nashville, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, 1944. 63 p. $.25. 

The wisdom and worship literature of the 
Old Testament—frequently called the “books 
of poetry” (Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song 
of Solomon, Psalms)—discussed in question 
and answer form. 


SmitH, Roy L. Paul Launches the New 
Testament. “Know Your Bible Series” 
Study No. 8. New York and Nashville, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1944. 63 p. $.25. 

The backgrounds of Paul’s career and the 
situations calling forth his earlier letters 
(Thessalonians, Galatians, Corinthians, Ro- 
mans) with some details of their content, 
presented in question and answer form. 


IV. Religious Education of Adults 


Cuaat, Paut. From Medicine Man to 
Minister. New York 10, Home Missions 
Council of North America, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, 1944, 4 p. $.05; $3.00 per 100. 

A significant true story showing the ef- 
fectiveness of Christian Missions. Illustrated. 


Currier, RayMonpD P, and HALiock, Con- 
sTaNcE M. Discussion and Program Sugges- 
tions for Adults on Southeast Asia. New 
York 10, Friendship Press, 1944. 22 p. $.25. 
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Adult guide on Southeast Asia based on 
the books West of the Date Line and Un- 
folding Drama in Southeast Asia. 


Demobilization Bulletin—Volume I. Nash- 
ville 2, General Board of Education, Adult 
Department, Methodist Church, 1944. 80 p. 
$.25, 

This volume contains the first six demobili- 
zation bulletins previously issued separately: 
“Survey Work-sheets,” “Plans for Demobili- 
zation,” “Serving Those in Service,” ‘““No 


Calories in Confetti,” “Coming Home—to 
What?” and “The Long Road Back.” 


Eckert, BertHa M. (and others). Dis- 
cussion and Program Suggestions for Adults 
on the American Indian. New York 10, 
Friendship Press, 1944. 23 p. $.25. 

A guide for adults on the study of the 
American Indian. Contains session plans, 
activities, and resource materials. 


Matuews, Bast. Unfolding Drama in 
Southeast Asia. New York 10, Friendship 
Press, 1944. 184 p. $1.00; paper, $.60. 

A reading book and text for adults rich 
in background on missions and churches 
of Southeast Asia and the western Pacific as 
they face the vast changes brought by war. 


Tsu, Bishop Y. Y. The Chinese Church: 
Partner in a World Mission. New York 10, 
Friendship Press, 1944. 24 p. $.25. 

A pamphlet showing the way in which 
the Chinese churches and Christians are 
carrying on their mission in the war period. 


V. General 


A. Drama 


Barr, IsaBEL. In the Beginning. (A trilogy 
of one-act plays.) Boston 11, Baker’s Plays, 
178 Tremont Street, 1945. 64 p. 

With a foreword by Alfred Kreymborg. 
Contents: “The Coming” (a nativity play), 
“The Passing” (a crucifixion play), “The 
Return” (a resurrection play). May be pre- 
sented singly or together. 


Fietp, Etuiot. Between Two Worlds. New 
York 10, Friendship Press. 1944. 26 p. $.25. 

A one-act play for adults and young people 
on modern Indian American life. 


Wius, Epirn H. and Extswortn, Epiru. 
Living Hymns. Boston 11, Baker’s Plays, 
1944. 64 p. $.50. 

Preséntation in choral drama form of the 
centuries of struggle which lie behind our 
best-loved hymns and the men and women 
who wrote them. 


B. General 


Harris, Marcaret J. Life in the Larger 
Parish. New York 10, Home Missions Coun- 
cil of North America, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
1944. 89 p. $.25. 

Story of the religious education program in 
a larger parish at Van Hornesville, New 
York, with cooperation between churches, 
schools and homes. Many situations similar 
to those in urban and city communities. 


Harris, J. Russert. The Superintendent’s 
Annual, 1945, Toronto 2 B,. Canada, The 
United Church Publishing House, 299 Queen 
Street West, 1945. 160 p. $1.00. 

The first issue of a guide designed especial- 
ly for church school superintendents of 
grades using the new Canadian Bible Lesson 
Series, based on the Uniform Lessons. In- 
cludes a 56-page magazine section, with 
articles about the various areas of church 
school administration. Contains a suggestive 
worship service for each Sunday, along with 


March, 1945 


TODAY ... as’never before . . . youth 
needs to be prepared for what tomorrow 
may bring... for service... for a vic- 
torious American life. 


YOUTH HYMNAL, containing material 
for complete worship services, meets the 
needs of our young people better than 
any other book. It is built around such 
topics as Challenge, Con- 
secration, Courage, Grati- 
tude, Jesus, Loyalty, 
Prayer, Service, and 
Thanksgiving. 
34 Worship Programs, Re- 
Ssponsive Readings, and 
prayers in its 224 pages. 
Dark blue and gold water- 
proof cover .. . easily 
cleaned. $45 per 100 not 
postpaid. Write for free 
examination copy. 


t 


the topics for the various departments and 
information and suggestions connected with 
special days. 

Worship in Your Church School. Philadel- 
phia 2, The Board of Christian Education 
and Publication, Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, 1505 Race Street, 1944. 24 p. $.15. 

A pamphlet of suggestions for church 
school superintendents and other leaders of 
worship who use Uniform Lessons. Sample 
programs and a bibliography of worship re- 
sources are included. 


Your Child Grows Toward God. Compiled 
by Pearl Rosser. Philadelphia, The Judson 


' Press, 1944. 22 p. $.15. 


Designed for parents, church school 
workers, pastors. Suggests and _ illustrates 
certain milestones in terms of spiritual 


growth which may be expected of children 
at various: ages. 


C. Recreation 

CxHaAse, ANN Hastines. The Singing Cal- 
ler. A Book on the Square Dance with Calls 
and Music. New York 17, Association Press, 
347 Madison Avenue, 1944. 78 p. $1.50. 

Fifteen square dances presented in a 
unique and simple form. Not too difficult for 
amateur leaders, and easy to teach to beginner 
dancers. Piano accompaniment included. 


Senior and Young 


People’s Departments 


(Continued from page 26) 


able requirements of living. But one should 
not become confused between that which is 
temporal and that which is eternal. 

“The need for dedication is obvious. Listen 
to the radio, read the newspapers. America 
is spending, not saving. Unless the Christian 
portion of American life begins to dedicate 
its possessions to higher values and Chris- 
tian expenditures, we are aiding in the de- 
struction of society rather than serving so- 
ciety. There will be no widespread revival of 
religion among us while church members, 
prosperous beyond all comparison, are 
hesitating between a life of selfish indulgence 
and a life of sacrificial service. The world 
waits for the Christian to lead in the sacrifi- 
cial dedication of his possessions for the 
redemption of the world. Without such dedi- 
cation there can be no redemption.” 


Scripture: Matthew 6:9-24. 


5 Unified Promotion, Disciples of Christ. 


Teach Children to Give 


Use the pop- 
ular Dietz 
bank in your 
Sunday 
School. 
May be used for 
birthday, mis- 
sionary, and 
special offer- 
ings. A glass 
bankwith plastic 
base and top. 


No. 4 Gem 
Bank, $1.20 


Write for free copy of current catalog. 
House of a Thousand Things for 
Church and Sunday School. 


WM. H. DIETZ, Inc. 
10 So. Wabash Ave. Dept.53 Chicago 3, Ill. 


THAT POST-WAR WORLD ! 


What will it look like? 
Better? Worse? Just Different? 
Who says what about it? 
Send for 
the Annotated Bibliography on 
The Effect of Changing Circumstances on the 
Post-War Life of the American Local Church and 
Community 
30 mimeographed pages, 34 areas of study 
included 
Price 15c 
Bureau of Research 
International Council of Religious Education 


203 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago (1) Illinois 


Discussion QUESTIONS: 

Has our youth group a vital share in 
promoting the message of the Risen Lord 
throughout the world? ; 

How are we sharing our possessions with 
our Christ who gave his life for the redemp- 
tion of the sins of the world? 

What is our life goal—wealth in terms 
of money or wealth in terms of the spirit? 

Is possessing money wrong in itself? 

How many members are tithers? 

Hymn: “Give of Your Best to the Master.” 
PRAYER: That our possessions may be used 
dedicated to God, his church and his 

Gospel. 
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New Books 


U. S. War Aims 


By Walter Lippmann. Boston, Atlantic, 
Little, Brown, 1944. 235 p. $1.50. 


The Time for Decision 


By Sumner Welles. New York, Harper and 
Brothers, 1944. 431 p. $3.00. 


The Great Decision 


By James T. Shotwell. New York, Mac- 
millan Company, 1944, 268 p. $3.00. 


If we were to have a “panel discussion” 
with these three authors speaking through 
their books, they would say something like 
this: 

Mr. Lippmann: The United States should 
work toward these six war aims: 

1. Consolidate an already existing Atlantic 
community of nations, including the nations 
and empires on both its shores. 

2. Recognize the Russian orbit of nations, 
including the nations on its west and those 
east of Germany. 

3. Recognize that China will be the center 
of a third strategic system. 

4. Recognize that later the Moslem and 
Hindu nations will form their own regional 
systems. 

5. Prevent Germany and Japan from hold- 
ing the balance of power among surrounding 
nations. 

6. Extinguish the war party and strengthen 
the peace party in our two enemy countries 
by making the defeat irrevocable and the 
peace acceptable. 

He holds that by such regional groupings 
we can achieve lasting peace better than by 
starting in with a world league to bring 
about peace. He leaves much for such a 
world agency to do, but not dealing with war 
and peace—yet. 

Mr. Welles: There should be established 
now a Provisional United Nations Executive 
Council to handle immediate problems, this 
to be established on the firm pledge that a 
permanent organization will be set up as soon 
as practicable. This Council would contain 
eleven members representing the four major 
Allies and groups of states covering the rest 
of the non-axis world. This Council would 
be responsible for the following small jobs 
in world affairs: function in all world affairs 
pending the new body’s being set up; settle 
disputes after the armistice; refer problems 
when necessary to its own police agencies; 
decide on civilian administration of Axis 
territory. 

The Executive Council would establish a 
Security and Armaments Commission; an 
_ Armament Inspection Commission; technical 
agencies and other committees; and later a 
World Court and a World Congress. 

Welles’ plan provides for an immediate 
world body set up at once including and 
developing regional systems, while Lipp- 
mann’s would start with regional systems and 
let them evolve a world structure for peace 
out of experience. (The really exciting part 
of this book is the author’s account of his 
visit to European rulers in 1940 in Roose- 
velt’s last effort to bring about peace.) 
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Dr. Shotwell: Peace can come only through 
three things: security (absence of war), 
justice (through international law and or- 
der), and livelihood (through a world ec- 
onomic organization). On the ticklish ques- 
tion of the authority of a world body to pre- 
vent war, Dr. Shotwell and his committee 
believe that an agreement to consult would be 
as effective as any attempt to bind nations in 
advance. This book, less concrete than 
Lippmann and Welles, is a compendium of 
information that any student of the subject 
will need. 

And so, as often happens in a panel dis- 
cussion, the participants have taken the time 
and left none for the chairman to sum up. 

P. R. H. 


And We Are Whole Again 


By Hazen G. Werner. Nashville, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, 1944. 195 p. $1.50. 

As long as there are so many lost and be- 
wildered people in the world there will be a 
demand for such books as this. The author 
while a pastor in Detroit developed a Per- 
sonal Trouble Clinic. In his present pas- 
torate he has become widely known for his 
pastoral work. His book shows this warm 
touch with people and with life. 

He has written for the ordinary person a 
highly readable, intimate, reassuring, and 
deeply religious message to those who need 
to be set right within themselves and with 
the world. The book is remarkably free of 
psychological jargon. It is full of quotations 
and illustrations. We have read no book of its 
kind in recent months less likely to get one 
bogged down in problem analysis and more 
likely to challenge one to renewed effort to 
be made whole. There is fresh evidence that 
a vibrant Christian faith has something 
which psychology and social science cannot 
alone supply. 

This book will be encouraging and help- 
ful to pastors and teachers. It is excellent 
reading for laymen being trained for personal 
evangelism, especially the final chapter. 

H. J. 1S. 


I Have Seen God Work in China 


By Sherwood Eddy. New York, Association 
Press, 1945. 137 p. $1.50. 

Sherwood Eddy, through thirty years of 
intimate contact with leaders of government, 
the Y.M.C.A., and missions, gives a clear-cut 
impression of the crumbling old order found- 
ed on the family, the guild, and the govern- 
ment, the revolutionary movement and out- 
standing individuals, Chinese and _ non- 
Chinese, endeavoring to establish a modern 
state. 

His personal acquaintance with Sun Yat- 
sen, Yuan Shih-kai, the Soong family and 
Chiang Kai-shek highlights his description 
of the revolution and Sun Yat-sen’s “Three 
Principles of the People.” Dr. Eddy. real- 
istically probes the evils and reveals China’s 
chief problems as poverty, ignorance, disease, 
and misgovernment. To meet them, China 
needs the fulfilment of Dr. Sun’s Principle 
of the People’s Livelihood,-a vast program 
of education, wide extension of medical 


training, and a program of public health. 
And most of all, to meet problems of mis- | 
government, China needs a new moral dy- | 
namic and effective religious motivation. 7] 

The book’s great contribution lies in 
thumbnail sketches of missionary and 
Y.M.C.A. leaders, his insistence on indigenous 
Chinese leadership, and his belief that the 
burning-desire of the people, especially youth, 


_to-Create a new order out of the wreck of the 


old provides a supreme opportunity to the 
entire Christian movement. 
This is a timely, important book. 
TeBy Ke 


Toward the Understanding of Europe 


By Ethan T. Colton. New York 17, Associa- 
tion Press, 1944. 86 p. $1.00. 

Here is a new and needed slant on world 
peace: a study of the nerve spots in Europe 
which start the inter-racial jitters that lie 
back of so many causes of war. And those 
jitters go back over a thousand years before 
the day when we started our own brand on 
this continent. If one seeks the causes of war, 
he will find many of them here. Mr. Colton 
writes out of twenty years’ residence and 
work in Europe and has studied the history 
of its deep racial cleavages, cleavages that 
twice in a quarter century have taken our 
sons to war. It’s time we knew something 
about them. 

PovRey t- 


Faith of Our Fighters 


By Elwood C. Nance, Editor-Author. St. 
Louis, Bethany Press, 1944. 304 p. $2.00. 
This book takes you behind the scenes and 
shows you what the chaplains do, think and 
feel while with their men. Catholics, Protes- 
tants, and Jews are included. The author- 
editor has chosen a wide range “of material 
from all faiths as shown by requiring three ~ 
pages to make acknowledgment to original 
sources.” It is significant that much of the 
top-rank materials are drawn from secular 
publications. And most significant that only 
here and there does one find these fighters’ 
“faith” stated in the formal creedal forms 

that from the title one would expect. 

The faith is all tangled up with landing 
barges and tough spots and all sorts of de- 
cisions and actions; the faith is there but 
not in text book form which is after all the 
way faith is at its best. Maybe similar books 
on faith that mixed it up with slum clearance 
and boys’ clubs would be good for our 
souls. 

P. R. He 


The Protestant Faith 


By George A. Crapullo. Flushing, New 
York, The Rev. George A. Crapullo, 73-60- 
194th Street, 1944. 40 p. $.25. 

A forty-page pocket-size pamphlet pre- 
pared to give the Protestant layman, in com- 
pact form, the story of the origin of Protes- 
tantism, its cardinal principles, its achieve- 
ments, and opportunities. Here in brief com- 
pass is a booklet that could be used by 
church class and study groups, young people, 
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and in leadership courses. It is a distinct 
contribution to our growing ecumenical lit- 
erature. 

f J. B. K. 


Religious Liberty in Latin America 


By George P. Howard, Philadelphia, West- 
minster Press, 1944. 170 p. $2.00. 

Anyone who has been disturbed by the 
manner in which the practice of political 
expediency on the part of our government has 
played into the hands of a rising clericalism 
in the Roman church in the Americas will 
certainly have his fears heightened by this 
book. But he will be heartened also. Here is 
a ringing challenge. It ought to awaken 
Protestants and give them courage. 

This book is not highly colored propagan- 
da. It is calm and fair. It should be accept- 
able reading even to many North American 
_ Catholics who profess their loyalty to demo- 
cratic ideals. In the face of highly organized 
Catholic propaganda both here and in Latin 
America to curtail Protestant missions in the 
republics, and in the face of the policy long 
pursued by our State Department by which 
Catholicism has been given every possible ad- 
vantage, Dr. Howard has marshalled and 
interpreted an imposing compilation of state- 
ments by South American leaders, nearly all 
Catholic, in defense of religious liberty in 
general and Protestant missionary effort in 
particular. 

These good neighbors to the south not 
only express for the most part warm admira- 
tion for Protestant mission work, but express 
openly their fear of clericalism in politics 
and of the Hispanic fascist tendencies of the 
Roman church. They make it quite clear 
that the Catholic favoritism of our State 
Department has caused misunderstanding 
and often offended the lovers of liberty in 
South American countries. 

This book should cause many to call into 
question the sincerity of the pro-democracy 
propaganda front of the North American 
hierarchy. The Roman Church means to be 
“democratic” only where -it- must and’ no 
longer than necessary. 

H. J. S. 


How to Think of Christ 


By William Adams Brown. New York, 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1945. 305 p. $3.00. 

Dr. Brown left two book manuscripts com- 
pleted on his desk when he died—this and 
one on Christian unity. In this one he gives 
a rapid and illuminating historical survey of 
the church’s doctrine about Christ. He un- 
locks the mystery of this long movement with 
two keys: one, theology has depended too 
much on reason and not enough on the 


imagination, the affections, and the will; and 


two, it has tried to reach final thinking about 
Christ, forgetting his own words about a 
continuing self-revelation. These two lead 
inevitably to conclusions in which faith, ex- 
perience, choices, loyalties, and great ex- 
pectations take first place. To say that the 
historic Jesus is the window through which 
we see as much of God as it is given to finite 
man to see, sums it all up. 
P. R. H. 


Conserving Marriage and the Family 


By Ernest R. Groves. New York, The Mac- 
millan Company, 1944. 138 p. $1.75. 
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Just Published— 
the final volume in 


A HISTORY OF THE EXPANSION 
OF CHRISTIANITY 


ADVANCE 
THROUGH STORM 


by Kenneth Scott Latourette 


The Religious Book Club selection 
for February 


“This is unquestionably one of the few 
great and durable works of. comprehen- 
sive scholarship to be produced in our 
time.” —Foreign Affairs. 

$4.00 


MEET AMOS 
AND HOSEA 


by Rolland Emerson Wolfe 


“Dr. Wolfe has eminently succeeded in 
presenting to the general reader Amos 
and Hosea as living, dramatic personali- 
ties .. . recapturing vividly the historical 
background, the character and experi- 
ences, the revolutionary message of those 
two men of God.”—Robert H. Pfeiffer 
$2.00 
Publication day: March 14 
At Your Bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd St., New York 16 


A book addressed to those contemplating 
divorce. It embodies the principal questions 
and suggestions which the long counselling 
experience of the author indicates will help 
the reader think the matter through coolly 
and objectively. The approach is not primar- 
ily one of pleading against divorce but of 
facing all the issues involved so as to act 
intelligently rather than emotionally. 

Much skill is displayed in getting from 
the surface or avowed reasons down to the 
real reasons for wanting divorce. Time and 
again the reader is led to see the danger 
of expecting divorce to relieve difficulties 
which are inherent in the person seeking 
divorce rather than in the mate or the marital 
relations as such. Exceedingly valuable help 
for pastors and all marital counsellors. 

H. C. M. 


As the Day Begins 


By Elizabeth McE. Shields. Richmond, 
Virginia, John Knox Press, 1944. App. 375 
p. $2.00. 

This is a devotional booklet for personal 
use by children. For each day of the year 
there is Scripture, prayer, some discussion 
material and sometimes poetry and song. 
There is also guidance material showing how 
the book might be used and at various points 
making specific suggestions as to how the 
readers can plan their own devotional periods. 

The book is attractive although there are 
no pictures and the print is rather small. It 
is more suitable for older juniors and inter- 
mediates than for younger children. The ma- 
terials cover many of the areas of Christian 


Readable [Pooks 


on BIBLE and RELIGION 


for Home, Church and 
School Libraries 


A Survey of Religious Education 


By J. M. PRICE, J. H. CHAPMAN, 
A. E. TIBBS, L. L. CARPENTER. 
Surveys approved modern methods of 
studying religion in church, school, 
home and community. 333 pp. $2.00 


The Old Testament Speaks 


By CARL SUMNER KNOPF, Univ. of 
Southern California. Provides elemen- 
tary and advanced study projects with 
each chapter. Much source and archeo- 
logical material. 372 pp. $2.50 


Essentials of Bible History 


By ELMER W. K: MOULD, Elmira 
College. Study guide of the Bible in 
27 chapters, covering all the books; 
also Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. 
Maps, charts, glossary. 666 pp. $3.00 


Faiths Men Live By 


By JOHN CLARK ARCHER, Yale 
Univ. Study of living faiths, each 
viewed for itself, its forms and symbols, 
within its cultural setting. Indicates 
connection, if any, with Christianity. 

499 pp. $2.75 


The Career and 


Significance of Jesus 


By WALTER B. DENNY, Russel Sage 
College. Outlines for Bible study pre- 
cede each chapter and serve as guide 
for reading, for reports and discus- 


sions. Provides for systematized study. 
466 pp. $2.50 


New Testament History 


and Literature 


By H. M. BATTENHOUSE, Albion 
College. Planned to acquaint the stu- 
dent with Biblical scholarship in Chris- 


tian theology, textual criticism and 
literary history of the Bible. Study 
helps. 411 pp. $2.50 


A Manual of Bible History 


By WILLIAM G. BLAIKIE, Revised 
by C. D. MATTHEWS, Birmingham- 
Southern College. Standard work on 
Old Testament with recently added Gos- 
pel and Apostolic history. 432 pp. $2.50 


Send for ‘‘Books on Religion’ Folder 


The Ronald Press Company 


15 East 26th Street, New York 10 
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Outstanding Book Values at $139 


The Master Book 
of Humorous 
Illustrations 


Here are 1,620 stories, 414 
epigrams of the highest or- 
der—a treasury of humor for 
every type of speech or ser- 
mon. Compiled by Leewin B. 
Williams. 


living and are well proportioned between re- 
sources from our Christian heritage and 
incidents of current everyday life. It should 
make a fine contribution to the materials 
available in helping children grow in Chris- 


PROTESTANTS! BE INFORMED 


ABOUT THE ORIGIN, PRINCIPLES, OPPORTUNITIES 
AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF 


THE PROTESTANT FAITH 


BOOKLET — POSTPAID — 25 CENTS 
Order from the Author and Publisher 


REV. GEORGE A. CRAPULLO 
73-60 — 194th St., Flushing, N.Y. 


W. NORMAN 
PITTENGER 


acclaimed as the moral 
solution for individual 
post-war planning. 

at your bookstore 


THE CLOISTER PRESS 
Louisville 1, Ky. 


TWO VALUES 
FOR ONE 


Assured Income for Life, 

Joy in Helping Others 

through Salvation Army ‘ 
Gift Annuities. wi 


~ learn how you may receive a Guaranteed 
Life Income that is safe, dependable and 


regular, Income tax deduction. Rates 
22% to 7% depending on age. Write for 
FREE Booklet, giving age. Annuity Dep’t 26 


THE SALVATION ARMY 320 W. Tash. st. 


New York 11,N.Y. 


Poems with Power 
to Strengthen the 
Soul 


Classified for use, the 1,348 
poems found in this book will 
be found “‘just the thing’”’ for 
inspirational quotation. 

piled by James Mudge. 


At Your Bookstore 


Victorious Living 
by & Stanley Jones 


Daily readings -by a fgreat 
spiritual leader with a three 
fold use: private meditations; 
spiritual encouragement for 
odd-moment reading; group 
reading and study. A peren- 
nial favorite! 


Com- 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


tian living. It is well done and ought to be 
widely used. 
CoG 


Youth Conquering for Christ 


By R. L. Middleton. Nashville, Broadman 
Press, 1944. 201 p. $1.50. 

R. L. Middleton has worked with young 
people of the Southern Baptist churches 
for many years and out of his experience 
writes this, his third volume, calling young 
people to be “Conquerors for Christ.” His 
chapters deal with faith, prayer, Bible study, 
courage, total abstinence, the right choice 
of friends and other similar subjects of every- 
day concern to youth. 

Much of the book is made up of illustra- 
tions from the lives of people who have tri- 
umphed over weakness within themselves or 
their environment to serve their fellow men. 
This material will be useful in planning 
worship services and as a basis for discus- 
sion, 

H. F. S. 


Keeping Your Church Informed 


By W. Austin Brodie. New York, Fleming 
H. Revell Company, 1944. 125 p. $1.50. 

The second in a strong series of hand- 
books on church publicity, this volume is 
even better, if possible, than the. first, en- 
titled Keeping Your Church in the News. 

Here is a book that should be in the 
hands of church publicity committees and 
pastors. It is full of helpful ideas and plans 
coming out of the practical experience of a 
newspaper man with wide knowledge of the 
needs of our churches. 

Fourteen chapters deal with such impor- 
tant subjects as: “Direct Mail for Religion,” 
“Church Publications and Their Production,” 
and “Using Type Effectively.” 

Pp. C..i. 


Quit You Like Men 


By Carl Hopkins New York, 


Elmore, 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1944. 180 p. $2.00. 

The entire message of this volume, ad- 
dressed to high, school and college youth, is 
based on Jesus’ statement, “Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of.” Doctor El- 
more challenges, in a direct and. forceful 
manner, youth of today, surrounded by a 
complexity of problems, to realize their own 
worth and capabilities, live life at the high- 
est level, to utilize the capacities within them- 
selves developed by the human race through 
thousands of years. The book is not 
“preachy,” yet Doctor Elmore does not hesi- 
tate to set forth in the most convincing lan- 
guage he knows, the convictions to which he 
has been brought through long experience in 
the pastorate and as a teacher and worker 
with youth. 

Hear: /S: 


Know Your Hymns? 


By Frederick Hall, Boston, W. A. Wilde 
Company, 1944. 140p. $1.00. 

A lot of fun and an amazing amount of 
knowledge are crammed into this book of 
quizzes on hymns—their poems, tunes, au- 
thors and stories. An easy and stimulating 
method of teaching the facts about a little- 
known subject. 


The Light Is Still Shining 


By Stuart R. Oglesby. New York, Fleming 
H. Revell Company, 1944. 182 p. $2.00. 

Dr Oglesby, pastor of the Central Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, has written a series 
of expository sermons based on the message 
of the Gospel of John for a troubled world. 
They are based on the central conviction that 
“The Light is still shining in the darkness 
for the darkness has never put it out!” 


Additional Books Received 


* AMERICAN EDUCATION UNDER Fire. By VY. 
T. Thayer. New York, Harper and Brothers, 
1944. 193 p. $2.50. 

Democracy UNpER PressuRE. By Stuart 
Chase. New York, The Twentieth Century 
Fund, 1945. 142 p. $1.00. This is the fourth 
in a series of six small books written by Mr. 
Chase for the Twentieth Century Fund under 
the general heading “When the War Ends.” 
The Fund provides help in consultation and 
research; Mr. Chase draws the conclusions. 
He pictures the big three—“business, labor, 
agriculture all bringing the pressure of Me 
First to bear on the much troubled Congress- 
man.” How it is brought, what the results 
are, and the meaning of it for democracy is 
the meat of the book. Easy to read, hard to 
refute, and harder still to accept and use. 

*EartH Micut Be Fair. By Richard S. 
Emrich. New York, Harper and Brothers, 
1945. 112 p. $1.50. 

GENERAL CLERICAL ProcepurEs. By John 
G. Kirk, George E. Mumford and Mark H. 
Quay. New York, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1945. 
313 p. $1.88. 

*Ler’s TH1nK Asout Our Reticion. By 
Frank and Mildred Moody Eakin. New York, 
Macmillan Company, 1944. 251 p. $2.00. 

*Many Creeps, ONE Cross. By Christo- 
pher E. Storrs. New York, Macmillan Com- 
pany, 1945. 154 p. 

*SHOULD PROHIBITION RETURN? By George 
B. Cutten. New York, Fleming H. Revell 
Company, 1944. 157 p. $1.50. 

/*Tue Way or Worsuip. By Scott Francis 
renner. New York, Macmillan Company, 
1944. 200 p. $2.00. 


* To be reviewed. 
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impressive. 
and tableaux. 


man R. Bayard. 
The Questioner: Bayard 
The Holy Sepulchre: Bayard 


The Dawning: Wonderful pageant 
of the Resurrection of Jesus by Ly- 


é 


Our EASTER PLAYS AND PAGEANTS 


Will increase the reverence and the _ inspirational 
value of your Easter Service in Church or School. 
The Shadow of the Cross: by Ai- 
leene Sargent, New; dramatic and 
5 main char., chorus 


The Tidings: Bayard 50c 
Into Galilee: Bayard 35¢ 
35¢ Print of the Nails: Davis 50c 
When Christ Arose: Parsons 35c 
The Children's Vision: Bates 35¢ 
50c Stone Against The Heart: 35c 
50c The Quest: Easter Service: 15c 
50c Challenge of the Cross: 50c 


Send 10 cents each for loan copies of pageants you wish to examine. Return in 10 
days or remit balance of price. 


PAGEANT PUBLISHERS, Dept. E-! 1228 So. Flower Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Write for catalogue. 


COSTUMES FOR YOUR PLAY 


Missionary Biblical 
Historical Symbolic 
Flags of foreign countries. Ask for folder 


explaining our rental service. 


COSTUME BUREAU 
Methodist Church 
740 Rush Street, Chicago 11, Illinois 


i (@} TEACHERS, PROGRAM DIRECTORS” 


For Easter programs and services. 
Order today/ es postpaid. 

EASTER PROGRAM BUILDER No. 1. New! 118 selece 

tions for speaking and singing. 56 pp-—classified 
y age. ach; $3.50 Dozen. 

GLORIOUS EASTER. Just published. Exercises and 
songs for children’s service. 10c each, $1,00 Dozen. 

IMMANUEL VICTORIOUS. New cantata. women’s 
voices. Beautiful, simple. 20c each; $2.00 Dozen. 

Easter publications available. 
Order from your bookstore or 


LILLENAS PUBLISHING CO. 2323°¢¢' Troost Ave: 


Highlights of the First 
Holy Week 


(Continued frim page 17) 
before this Majestic Presence and cried out 
within me, ‘Woe is me.’ And I walked away 
cleansed.” 

Music: “Abide with me” 

15. Ste: Reubens, “Descent from the 
Cross.” . 

Reaper: Joseph of Arimathaea, a man with 
a private tomb in his own garden, went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. “And 
he took it down.” 

Music: The same. 

16. SLIDE: Ciseri, “The Entombment.” 

Reaper: With the help of others who 
loved the Master they carried him to the 
tomb. There is love and devotion upon~the 
countenances of those who perform this sor- 
rowful act of laying to rest the form of one 
cut off in the prime of his life. 

Because the Sabbath drew near there was 
the necessity for haste in burial. Not all the 
ministrations of love, such as the use of spice 
and ointments, could be administered. These 
must wait until later. 


VI. Saturday 

Music: “O Master, Let Me Walk with 
Thee” 

17. Stipe: Burnand, “Holy Saturday.” 

Reaper: The records tell us nothing about 
what happened on Saturday. But the artist 
gives us his conception of what happened. 
It may well be true. The stark tragedy of the 
day before had left the disciples so dazed 
and bewildered that they were driven by an 
inner compulsion to seek the repose and 
quiet of the place hallowed by their last 
supper together. One feels the hopelessness 
written upon the faces of this group of men. 
The mental anguish can only be appreciated 
by those who have loved deeply and have 
lost. All their dreams of a new day are 
shattered to bits. 
“He died! 
And with Him perished all that men hold 

dear; 
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Choiré 


Pulpit GOWN bs) 


Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1149 South 4th St., Greenville, Il. 


Hope lay beside him in the sepulcher, 
Love grew corse cold, and all things beau- 
tiful beside, 
Died, when he died ” 
(Author Unknown) 


Vil. Sunday—Easter Morning 


Music: “The Strife is O’er, the Battle 
Done” Palestrina 

18. Sue: Ender, “Holy Women at the 
Tomb.” 

Reaper: (Read Luke 24:1-6) 

Music: The same. 

19. Stipe: Burnand, “Peter and John Run- 
ning to the Tomb.” 

READER: Mary Magdalene ran to tell the 
disciples what had happened. Finding Simon 
Peter and John, she said, (Read John 
20:2b-9) 

Music: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

20. Stipe: Kod. “Rabboni,”’ glass, Hole 

Reaper: (Read John 20:11-16) 

Soto: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today, 
Alleluia!” 

Music: “Beautiful Savior,” arranged by 
Christiansen (“Fairest Lord Jesus”) 

21. Ste: Sallman, “Portrait of Christ.” 

READER: The risen Christ reigns today in 
the hearts of men. He was not only son of 
man but is Son of God. He is our beautiful 
Savior. No life today is richly lived without 
him. No nation has discovered, or will dis- 
cover, abundant life without his plan and 
program for society. No world order will ever 
achieve peace and justice until it builds into 
its structure the vision, love, humanity and 
selflessness which are exemplified by Christ. 

Soto or Quartet: “Beautiful Savior” 


Closing Prayer 


(With organ softly continuing strains of 
“Beautiful Savior.”) 

Almighty God, whose beloved Son went 
not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was cruci- 
fied; grant that taking the way of the cross 
we may find his way of life and peace, re- 
ceiving power to rise to newness of life and 
overcoming the world with the victory of 
faith, receiving at last the resurrection of our 
own spirits over the death of our temporal 
bodies. 

(Adapted from the Book of Common 
Prayer) 

BENEDICTION 


(Advertisement) 


Resisting Paternalism 


It takes a lot of character and moral 
courage to stand on our own feet and 
refuse subsidies, grants or benefits. 


Good Americans have never wanted 
government as a crutch or cane to lean 
on. They have prided themselves on 
their hardihood, upon their ability to 
stand on their own feet. They have 
considered it a privilege to uphold gov- 
ernment instead of expecting govern- 
ment to uphold them. 


The statism trend toward the totali- 
tarian level is painless and pleasant for 
those who do not see beyond their full 
purse and present privileges to the in- 
evitable disillusionment. With state sup- 
port also goes state control. 


If America ceases to be America, all 
will suffer, institutions and individuals. 
If we permit a European type of govern- 
ment to fasten itself upon us, we shall 
have betrayed our birthright as free men, 
and those valiant boys who fight for 
freedom. America, the true, spiritual 
America, might be destroyed even within 
the framework of her courts and Con- 
stitution! It is the duty of every Christian 
minister to stand guard against such—to 
help thwart the statism trend and effect 
a return to basic freedoms and spiritual 
ideals which were America. 


Are YOU interested in knowing more 
about this ten year-old crusade through 
the clergy of all denominations? Write— 


Spiritual Mobilization 
411 West 5th St., Los Angeles 13, California 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


ROGER W. BABSON, Statistician; DR. CHARLES R. 
BROWN, Dean Emeritus Yale Divinity School; DR. PAUL 
F. CADMAN, Economist; MORSE A. CARTWRIGHT, Director 
American Association for Adult Education; UPTON CLOSE, 
Writer and Lecturer, N.B.C. and Mutual Networks; DR. 
DONALD J. COWLING, President of Carleton College; ELY 
CULBERTSON, President The World Federation, Inc.; DR. 
WILL DURANT, Philosopher, Author and Lecturer; DR. 
CARY EGGLESTON, Physician and Scientist; DR. EDGAR 
J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar and Author; HONORABLE 
ALBERT W. HAWKES, United States Senator; REV. 
HAROLD M. KINGSLEY, Negro Leader; DR. JOHN A. 
MACKAY, President Princeton Theological Seminary; DR. 
ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, President California Institute of 
Technology; DR. ALFRED NOYES, Distinguished Poet; DR. 
NORMAN VINCENT PEALE, Minister Marble Collegiate 
Church, New York City; CHANNING POLLOCK, Author and 
Lecturer; HONORABLE NORRIS POULSON, United States 
Congressman; DR. ROBERT GORDON SPROUL, President 
University of California; SILAS STRAWN, Attorney; 
DR. RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor Leland Stanford 
University. 


JAMES W. FIFIELD, JR., D.D., Founder and Director 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
411 W. 5th St., Dept. 3JRE, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am interested in the program and purposes 
of Spiritual Mobilization. Please send me in- 
formation how I may help further this work. I 
understand there will be no financial obligation 
whatsoever. 
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Young Adults Unite for Action 
(Continued from page 11) 


Western Canada 


An Advisory Council has recently been set up in British 
Columbia, to promote the Young Adult Movement for the 
whole of that Province. Activities in Manitoba are centered 
so far in Winnipeg, where a school for leaders is being 
conducted by the Executive Council, so that informed lead- 
ers may return to their local churches and organize groups. 


The Young Adult Committee 


Over and above these Councils, keeping a watchful eye 
and a hand ready to lend assistance, is the Young Adult 
Committee of the Board of Christian Education, United 
Church of Canada. This committee meets several times a 
year, receives reports of the Councils’ work, and passes on 
to them helpful information. The Committee endorsed the 
Hamilton Council’s publication of program material and 


lent valuable support to the project. At the last meeting of 


the Committee, arrangements were completed to promote 
further the extension of the movement through the whole 
Church by means of a Young Adult page, appearing 
monthly in the official church paper, The United Church 
Observer. 

As a result, it is expected that many new groups will be 
organized across the nation. Whenever a half dozen groups 
appear in any locality, no doubt, they too will join in es- 
tablishing an executive Council for concerted leadership 
and united action. 


Suburban Church School 


(Continued from page 6) 
speaker who stimulates thinking in the field of religious 
education, and an exhibit of the best books in the field. 
Parents often ask for individual counseling to discuss be- 
havior problems, religious guidance in the home, or desir- 
able books. The church school library offers resources of 
help to parents. Parents are serving as leaders in the school 
program of education. Open house is held on occasion. 
Also, from time to time, a bulletin known as the “News- 
cast’”’ is sent into the home, in which is described specific 
pieces of class work, and significant experiences and which 
includes creative writings. — 

At this church no other means of increasing member- 
ship have been used save an ever more meaningful pro- 
gram. The one chief hope is that children and youth may 
grow in Christian experience and sense God at work in 
the world. Perhaps some second-grade children arrived 
there for a few moments when they expressed these words: 
Be still and think of the wonders of God. 

The wonder of our hearing, our seeing, our thinking, 
That help us to learn all the time; 
The wonder of our playing which gives health and joy 
So we can grow and do kind things. 
The wonder of work which helps others we love; 
The wonder of music that provides ways we can harmonize songs; 
The wonder of God’s world with all its mysteries, 
Like fire for warmth, plants growing, birds’ notes, and kindness 
in people; 
The wonder of minds that help us think, and plan beautiful things; 
The wonder of prayer that helps us come closer to God. 


And reminds us how to serve others. 
Be still and think of these wonders of God. 


The Radiant lineof screens 
— especially designed for 
schools and institutions— 
also includes a complete 
range of wall, wall and 
ceiling, and table 
screens from 22x 
30° to 20 feet by 
20 feet and larger. 


The Radiant Screen here 
illustrated is Model DS—a 
portable Metal Tripod 
Screen— sturdy but light, 
compact, easily set - up, 
and is quickly adjusta- 
ble. Available in sizes 
from 30” x 40” to 


Inaddition to the Hy-Flect Glass Beaded 
Screen Surface— you will find many in- 
novations, special conveniences and 
unique ad 

These include: 


1. Automatic Clutch. A positive de- 


Your pictures look 
twice as good! 


... When projected on the new Radiant Screens 
with the Hy-Flect Glass Beaded Surface. 


Thousands of tiny glass optical beads firmly imbedded in the snow 
white plastic surface of the improved Radiant Screens make the 
startling difference. These beads reflect light instead of absorbing it. 
The results— black and white motion pictures, slides and slide films 
show up vividly and clearly with sufficient contrast. Colors take on 
new depth an 
effectively maintained. Visual aids become more efficient when used 
with these perfected Radiant Screens. 


brilliance. Student attention and interest is more 


Radiant Portable Models Offer Yous 


support the screen in any position for 
wide or narrow spread without set 
Screws or plungers. . 

3. Auto-Lock. (Pat. applied for.) Just 
touch convenient button for raising 
or lowering center extension rod and 


vantages in Radiant Screens. 
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vice that permits instant raising an 
lowering of screen housing without the 
necessity of manipulating screws and 
bolts. So simple and easy to operate a 
child can use it. 


2. Quick Tripod Release. Tripod legs 
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long — for movies, stills or slides, Radi- 
ant square sized screens are convertible 
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What's Happening 


Roy G. Ross: 


Who Are These Bible 
Translators? 


Hav: you ever thought you would have 
liked to sit in with those men who were 
translating the King James Bible 350 years 
ago? I have. The story is a thrilling one. 
But I never imagined that I would sit in with 
their successors at work on a new transla- 
tion of the Bible today. It has been my 
privilege to serve as secretary of the Ame-*- 
can Standard Bible Committee of the Inter- 
national Council. The work of this committee 
has been written up in the JouRNAL several 
times. I am not going to review that this 
month, but will give you instead some of 
the personal impressions of these men and 
their work that have come to me. 

I have been struck by the wide variety of 
background and experience from which these 

‘eighteen committee members come. Every 
vital contribution of Protestantism is there 
—Lutheranism, Wesleyanism, Calvinism, 
modern and conservative scholarship, warm 
evangelical fervor and detached intellectual- 
ism, the mystical and the crusading strains 
—every life-giving movement in our history 
and in the present church could lay its 
hand on some committee member and say, 
“T have nurtured him.” 

Along with this, I am impressed with the 
unity within this group. The deep common 
values in our historic Christianity have en- 
tered into the souls and minds of these men. 
Scholarship itself with its reverence for facts, 
respect for the Bible based upon knowledge 
of its history—these speak the same lan- 
guage. In this task, these men, varied though 
they are in special gifts, bring the fundamen- 
tal essentials of a common mind. ° 

This basic unity has expressed itself, I 
have discovered, in the profound concept 
these men have of their task. As one of them 
has put it, “An adequate translation should 
stand in the religious tradition of a people; 
it should reflect not the private idiosyncra- 
cies of an individual scholar, but the cor- 
porate judgment of a representative group 

. .. A religious community needs a con- 
tinuing tradition, and a text that reflects 
more than a private judgment.”* This, of 
course refers only to the most accurate ren- 
dition of original manuscripts in terms of 
present day English. The most interesting 
proof of this concept in the committee is the 
fact that two members have previously issued 
their own translations, widely used for years, 
that are couched in popular language on 
their own authority as individuals. 

I have been deeply impressed by the de- 
votion of these men to their tasks. Dean 

_ Weigle, chairman of the committee, has given 
large portions of his summers and generous 
time in between to the committee’s work. 
The late Dr. Moffatt, the executive secre- 
tary, did the same and before his death said 
he must live to complete an arduous task 


* From Article by Clarence Tucker Craig in 
Highroad, August, 1944, 
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Virginia Church Council Includes 
Council of Religious Education 


RICHMOND, VA. The Virginia Church 
Council, representing twelve denominations, 
was officially launched at a widely attended 
state Convocation of Virginia Churchmen, 
held in Richmond, January 9 and 10. Henry 
Lee Rosinson, Jr., formerly Director of 
Religious Work in State Institutions, was 
named executive secretary of the Council. 
Minor Mitter, for many years the executive 
ot the Virginia Council of Religious Ed- 
ucation, was named as associate executive 
secretary. THomas C. ALLEN was elected 
director of the Department of Race Relations. 

The new council will not only be represen- 
tative of twelve Christian denominations but 
will include practically all the cooperative 
activities undertaken by the churches. The 
Virginia Council of Religious Education, 
which has led in cooperative work for the 
past seventy years, voted to become a de- 
partment of the new council. Other agencies 
merging their programs and resources are 
the Christian Youth Council of Virginia, the 
Virginia Commission on Interracial Coopera- 
tion, and the Church Conference of Social 
Workers. Two other groups which con- 


template becoming part of the Council are 
the JInterdenominational Religious Work 
Foundation and the Conference of Rural 
Ministers. It is thought that the resources 
of the uniting groups will enable the program 
of the Council within a year to have a 
budget of approximately $50,000. 

Activities were approved in the realm of 
social education and action, emphasis on 
home and family life, and plans were pro- 
jected for a statewide conference on evangel- 
ism, pre-lenten retreats for ministers, and a 
statewide preaching mission in the fall of 
1945 and spring of 1946. 

The Council plans to issue a monthly bul- 
letin from its offices which will be established 
in Richmond. It also approved the estab- 
lishment of a department on the rural church 
and it authorized its executive committee to 
organize a department of radio ministry and 
to seek in cooperative manner to reach out 
by means of radio facilities through the 
length and breadth of the commonwealth. 

Like the only other fully organized state 
council of churches in the South, North 
Carolina, the Virginia Council is interracial. 


Mrs. Sibley Heads United 
Council of Church Women 


NEW YORK, N. Y. Mrs. Harper SIBLEY 
of Rochester, New York, internationally 
known Christian leader, was elected president 
of the United Council of Church Women 
at its January meeting in Columbus, Ohio. 
A recognized leader in the Episcopal Church, 
Mrs. Sibley has also served as vice-chairman 
of the Federation of Churches, and president 
of the Council of Church Women in Roch- 
ester. She is the only woman member on 
the executive committee on Postwar Plan- 
ning in her home city. She is a member of 
the National Board of the Y.W.C.A. Mrs. 
Sibley is scheduled for a national broadcast 
on the World Day of Prayer, February 16, 
over C.B.S. 


of checking the entire manuscript. Each man 
has spent more than thirty days each year 
in actual committee session, beside much 
private work in preparation for these meet- 
ings, as “a labor of love,” a love that runs 
very deep. The only salary paid has been a 
modest honorarium to the executive secretary 
for a few years after his retirement from 
Union Theological Seminary. 

A recent Gallup poll showed the Bible to 
be first in the book preferences of the Amer- 
ican people. But—and here my deepest con- 
cern comes in—thirty-seven per cent of those 
over fifty years old put the Bible in their 
list of twenty books, while only seven per 
cent of young people under twenty-nine so 
placed it. The young people of our churches 
and their use of the Bible have been much in 
my mind as this important work goes on. 


Episcopal Editor Goes to 
Federal Council Department 


NEW YORK, N. Y. Rev. Bevertey Mum- 
ForD Boyp, rector of Grace and Holy Trinity 
Church of Richmond, Va., and editor of the 
Southern Churchman, became executive sec- 
retary of the Department of the Church and 
Social Service of the Federal Council of 
Churches on January 1. 

In local churches in Virginia, North 
Carolina, and Texas Mr. Boyd has developed 
effective programs of community service and 
has been widely recognized as a leader in 
establishing mutually helpful relationships 
between the churches and other community 
service agencies. He has held offices in 
councils of social agencies, community funds 
and recreation associations and has been a 
member of the Mayor’s Advisory Committee 
on the Juvenile Court in Richmond; the 
War Labor Board, Southeastern Region, for 
the State of Virginia; and the Virginia Com- 
mission on Inter-Racial Cooperation. He 
has also held important Church positions. 


Here’s How 


The First Methodist Church of Cham- 
paign, Illinois, as a substitute for its annual 
complimentary dinner to forty-eight church 
school teachers and officers, sent each of 
them a gift subscription to the International 
Journal last Christmas. They go to individual 
addresses and the teachers are “greatly 
thrilled” at such a gift. This is another 
response to the “step up” campaign now 
going on to “step” single subscriptions up at 
least to a minimum club of five. The 
minimum doesn’t hold some people! 
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‘Victorious Living” 


CHICAGO, Ill. “Victorious Living,” a series of five- 
minute daily dramatic stories of factual religious experi- 
ences of everyday people, is reaching into thousands of 
homes of non-church and church people alike. Already, 
as it goes into its second month of broadcasting, 52 stations 
are airing these programs. These stations vary in power 
from 250 to 50,000 watts. The series is supported nation- 
ally by publishing houses and educational boards of 
denominations within the International Council of Religious 
Education and locally by ministerial associations and 


Place and Local Radio Daily Fey. 
Sponsoring Body Station Time | Ke. 
Alabama 
Birmingham Sunday School WAPI 9:00 to 1170 
Council of Rel. Ed. 9:15 A. 
California Be 
Los Angeles Church Fed. KFWB 3:40 P. 980 
Oakland Council of Churches KLX 8:10 A. 910 
Illinois 
Church Federation of WENR 11:00 to 890 
Greater Chicago 12:00 P 
Decatur—United Youth Fellowship WSOY 10:10 P. 1340 
Herrin Ministerial Alliance WJPF 1:30 P. 1340 
Rock Island County Council of WHBF 11:30 A 1270 
Churches 
Springfield Council of Ch. WTAX 7:25 A 1450 
lowa 
Des Moines Ministerial Alliance KSO BEDE Ere 1460 
Dubuque Council of Churches WKBB 7:45 A. 1490 
Mason City Ministerial Assn. KGLO 4:25 P 1300 
Kansas 
Dodge City Ministerial Alliance KGNO 9:00 A. 1370 
Hutchinson Ministerial Assn. KWBW 11:30 A. 1450 
(M.W.F.) 
5:00 P 
(LThs) 
Topeka Council of Churches WIBW 10.55 P. 580 
Wichita Council of Churches KANS 4:05 P. 1240 
Maine 
Greater Portland Council WGAN 8:15 A. 970 
of Churches 
Massachusetts 
Lowell—Greater Lawrence WLLH 3:45 P. 1400 
Ministerial Assn. (M.W.Th.F.) 
3:00 P. (T) 
2245, Past) 
Worcester Council of Churches WTAG 580 
Michigan 
Bay City Council of Churches WBCM 8:30 A. 1440 
Detroit and Windsor— CKLW 11:00 A. 800 
Windsor Council of Ch., (M.T.W.Th.F.) 
Windsor, Canada and Also 
Detroit Council of Religious 10:20 Pea (Ch) 
Education 10:15 P. (W) 
teed Das bes ((10) 
9:45 A. (S) 
7:45 P. (Su) 
Flint Council of Churches WFDF 7:40 A. 910 
Jackson Council of Churches WIBM 5:30) P- 1450 
Saginaw Co. Coun. of Ch. WSAM lomne 1230 
Traverse City—Grand Tra- 
verse Min. Assn. WTEM:712-15-P. 1400 
Missouri 
Columbia Federation of Churches KFRU 4:40 P. 1400 
Jefferson City Council of Ch. KWOS 7:50 A, 1240 
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Now on 52 Stations 


councils of churches. | 

“Victorious Living” has two basic objectives: 1. To 
interest on-the-fringe and non-church families in the 
work of the church, and to increase church and Sunday 
school attendance. 2. To improve the quality of religious |; 
radio broadcasts on a national scale by capitalizing on — 
proved radio technique. while offering local stations an 
acceptable and desirable religious program series. 

The following table indicates where “Victorious Living” 
is being Breedeast as of February fifth: 


Daily Fey. | | 


Place and Local Radio 
Sponsoring Body Station Time Ke. 

Poplar Bluff Ministerial Alliance KWOC 8:45 A. 1340 | | 
New Hampshire i) 

Manchester Federation of Ch. WFEA 7:25 A. 610 ji 
New York 

Schenectady Co. Council of Ch. WGY = 10:50 A. 810 

Churches of Troy (T.Th.) 

Fed. of Ch. of Christ in Al- 10:40 A.(S) 

bany and Vicinity 

Ohio 

Akron Ministerial Assn. WAKR 1590 


Ashtabula Ministerial Assn. WICA 

Canton—Stark Co. Ministerial Assn. WHBC 

Columbus—Columbus and Franklin 
Co. Min. Assn. 

Church Fed. of Dayton and 
Montgomery County 

Findlay—Hancock County Min- 
isterial Assn. 

Lima Ministerial Assn. WLOK 10:1 

Mansfield—Richland County Min- WMAN 5:5, 


isterial Assn. 


wonn 
eos 
aon 


WHIO 


A 
re 
A 
WBNS 6:40A.. 1460 | 
4:45 P | 
WFIN 5:10 P 

r 

P 


Steubenville—Min. Assn. WSTV 9:50 A. 1340 
Steubenville & Vicinity 
Zanesville—Muskingum County WHIZ 1:45 P. 1240 
Ministerial Assn. 
Oklahoma 
Ada Ministerial Alliance KADA 3:45 P 1230 - 
(M.—F.) 
11:00 A. (S) a 
Ardmore Ministerial Alliance KVSO 1240 
Enid Council of Churches KCRC 4:00 P. 1390 
Oklahoma City Council of Ch. KOMA 8:15 A. 1520 
Ponca City Ministerial Assn. WBBZ 10:15 A. 1230 
Tulsa Council of Churches KVOO 9:45 A. 1170 
Pennsylvania 
Scranton—United Churches of WARM 1:45 P. 1400 
Scranton and Lackawanna Co. (M.W.F.) 
WGBI 8:30 A. 910 
(TEh:S}) 
Rhode Island 
Providence—R.I. Council of Ch. WPRO 7:50 A. 630 
Texas 
Dallas and Fort Worth— WFAA 11:05 A. 820 
Dallas Ministerial Assn. WBAP 
Sherman—Pastors’ Assns. of KRRV 63300R: 910 
Sherman and Denison 
Virginia : 1s) 
Richmond Ministerial Assn. WRVA 4:55 P. 1140 
West Virginia 
Beckley Ministerial Assn. WJLS = 11:10 A. 1240 
Fairmont Ministerial Assn. WMMN 8:45 A, 920 


International Journal of Religious Education 


a | 


Councils in Action 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. Dr. Roy E. Witrtam- 
son, for three years president of the New 
York State Council of Churches, died at his 
home in Syracuse, December 23rd. Dr. 
Williamson was the executive secretary of 
the Baptist Missionary Convention of New 
York State and active in the work of his 
denomination nationally. Dr. Williamson 
was a graduate of Shurtleff College and 
Rochester Theological Seminary. He was a 
firm believer in a united Protestant approach 
to many of the problems of our day. His 
death is a tragic loss to his family, to the 
Baptist denomination, and to the work of 
Protestant cooperation in New York State. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. The Rev. Hucu D. 
Darsiz, president of the Brooklyn Church 
and Mission Federation, recently announced 
arrangements for a Protestant center which 
would provide facilities for denominational, 
interdenominational, interfaith, and inter- 
racial religious meetings. The plan provides 
for the establishment of headquarters in the 
Ovington Building at 252 Fulton Street, 


Ee which faces on S. Parkes Cadman Plaza. 


It also includes the use of the facilities of 
the adjoining building and the rooms of the 
Swedenborgian Church of the Neighbor. It 
is particularly fitting that the center for 
Protestant work in Brooklyn should be 
known as the S. Parkes Cadman Center as 
Dr. Cadman was one of the early leaders and 
presidents of the Brooklyn Church and 
Mission Federation. 

The Brooklyn Bible Society will establish 
a religious book store in one of the buildings. 
This center, according to Rev. J. Henry 
CARPENTER, Executive Secretary of the Brook- 
lyn Church and Mission Federation, will 
become a focal point for Protestantism in 
Brooklyn. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. Man bites dog! 

When 1025 persons jam the registration 
facilities of a leadership school, and ad- 
vance registrations make it necessary to 
stop enrolment, a week before the school 
opens, in two out of fourteen classes—that 
is news! 
- The Washington Federation’s School for 
Christian Action and Leadership Education 
went for the second year far beyond the 
expected enrolment. Last year on the open- 
ing night over 700 from twenty churches en- 
rolled; this year 1100, representing 145 
churches and eighteen denominations, and 
including between thirty and forty ministers, 
were in attendance. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. The Coun- 
cil of Churches and Christian Education of 
Maryland-Delaware announces the employ- 
ment of Miss Rutu W. Lex as a case worker 
for the Negro churches in Baltimore and 
liaison worker between the churches and 
the Juvenile Court. 

Dr. Francis R. CAssELMAN has been in- 
vited to serve as Acting Director of War 
Housing Area Chaplains, succeeding Rev. 
_ Rosert L. KIncHELOE who has gone to Chi- 
cago for graduate study and the ministry 
of activities at the First Congregational 
Church. 
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RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. The 
North Carolina Council of Churches just 
announced that the Old Town High School 
of Forsyth County, seven miles northwest 
of Winston-Salem, has the unique distinction 
of being the only rural school in the state 
with a full-time teacher of Bible. The 
teacher, Miss Marcaret Kent of Baltimore, 
Maryland, began her work with the 1944 
fall term. 

Miss Kent is sponsored by the eleven 
churches in the district and two civic clubs— 
the Old Town Women’s Club and the Old 
Town Civic Club. 

The course is supervised by an executive 
committee headed by the Rev. Marion G. 
BRADWELL, pastor of the Reynolds Presby- 
terian Church. 


ALBANY, N. Y. The Trustees of the 
New York State Council at a recent meeting 
announced that funds had been subscribed 
and paid to liquidate completely the debt 
of $22,000 incurred many years ago. Mr. 
Grorce Ryper of Cobbleskill, Hon. THomas 
Brown of Schenectady, and Rey. Henry 
Furnatp of New York gave great assistance 
to the General Secretary, WitBuR T. CLEMENS 
in the debt elimination campaign. 

Sponsored by the State Council, institutes 
on the beverage alcohol problem were held 
in Rochester and Utica in January. Well 
known leaders in science and religion took 
part in the program, including Dr. E. M. 
JELLINEK, Director of the School on Alcohol 


- Studies at Yale University and REv. FRANCIS 


McPEEK of the Federation of Churches of 
Washington, D. C. Parallel afternoon ses- 
sions discussed ways in which the churches 
might meet this problem. 


SOUTH BEND, IND. The Council of 
United Churches of St. Joseph County ob- 
served Religious Emphasis Week, combin- 
ing it with promotion of Youth Week, 
January 29 to February 2. The purpose of 
the week was to intensify the religious life 
of the community and help prepare the way 
for the most effective ministry of the churches 
during Lent. Dr. Hazen G. WERNER, pastor 
of Grace Methodist Church, Dayton, Ohio, 
was one of the leaders. Mr. Harotp H. Craw, 
Director of Religious Education for the 
Chicago Congregational Union, led the 
Youth Rally. 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill. The Commisison on 
Christian Education of the Tllinois Church 
Council sponsored eighteen area Missions 
to Teachers throughout the state from 
January 14 to February 2. The Commission 
at its recent meeting adopted plans for re- 
constituting the Illinois Christian Youth 
Council, for vacation school conferences in 
April, and the holding of a series of confer- 
ences on weekday religious education. Janu- 
ary 14 was designated by the Council as In- 
terdenominational Sunday. On this day the 
churches were asked to call attention to the 
State Council as a means by which the unity 
of Protestantism can be effectively expressed, 
and an offering was taken for the work of 
the Council. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. The Washington 
Federation of Churches recently held an in- 
stallation service for the Federation In- 
stitutional Chaplains, Rev. Ernest BruDER 
of St. Elizabeth’s Reformatory and Rev. Dan 
M. Porter of Lorton Reformatory. The Pro- 
testant Chaplains at Gallinger and the Na- 
tional Training School were also introduced. 
It is significant that Federations across the 
country are helping the churches to be more 
conscious of the importance of this type of 
ministry. 


TULSA, Oklahoma. The Tulsa Council of 
Churches recently announced that Mrs. L. 
R. Semones, who has been their executive 
secretary for the past eight years, has be- 
come the part-time executive secretary of 
the Oklahoma State Council of Churches. 
Rev. W. H. Murpuy, D. D., is now full-time 
executive secretary of the Tulsa Council 
of Churches. Mail for Mrs Semones should 
be addressed to 1319 Terrace Drive, Tulsa 4. 


TOLEDO, OHIO. The Toledo Council of 
Churches announced the appointment of Dr. 
ALEXANDER Dopp of Bangor, Maine, as 
Director of the Department of Religion and 
Health. He will succeed Dr. Carroti WISE, 
who has resigned in order to accept a call 
to the staff of the Hennepin Avenue Meth- 
odist Church in Minneapolis. 


DAYTON, OHIO. The Church Federation 
of Dayton and Montgomery County held 
its annual Retreat for Ministers on Janu- 
ary 8. Dr. BERNARD CLAUSEN, pastor of the 
Euclid Avenue Baptist Church of Cleveland, 
was the speaker. The Committee on Evan- 
gelism of the Federation carried out a 
Christian Laymen’s Institute for eight days— 
January 21-28. 


KIRKWOOD, MO. The Missouri Council 
of Churches held eight one-day Missions to 
Christian Teachers in January. Two teams, 
manned by denominational leaders and local 
council leaders, provided the leadership. The 
Fifth Annual Ministers’ Convocation, Janu- 
ary 8, 9, and 10, was held at the Missouri 
Methodist Church, Columbia. 


Baptist Area Workers Take 
Pastorates 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. The Christian Edu- 
cation Department of the American Baptist 
Publication Society recently announced the 
resignation of three area directors of Chris- 
tian education. 

Rocer AcKLEy resigned as the director 
in Southern California as of December 1, 
1944. He is now serving the First Baptist 
Church of Grand Junction, Colorado, as 
the interim pastor. Mr. Ackley began his 
work for the Southern California State 
Convention on November 1, 1942. 

W. F. Huxrorp resigned as the director 
of Christian education and evangelism for 
the Michigan Baptist Convention on Decem- 
ber 15, 1944, to become the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. 
Mr. Huxford began his work for the Michi- 
gan State Convention on May 1, 1938. 

F, Ropert STEIGER has been called to serve 
as pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Chicago. He had worked with the Illinois 
Baptist State Convention since September, 
1942. 
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Current Feature Films 


-— 


These estimates are prepared by 
Independent Filmscores, a private 
reviewing service. 

Bold-face letters indicate groups, 
if any, to which a given film is 
likely to appeal. M—Mature Audi- 
ence; Y—Younger; C—Children. 
(It is understood that no full- 
length film is considered suitable 
for children under eight years of 
age.) 

Explanation of symbols preced- 
ing certain titles: 

*__Outstanding for Family. 
+—Outstanding for Mature Audi- 


ence. 


Army Wives (Mono.) Elyse Knox, Mar- 
jorie Rambeau, Rick Vallin. Comedy. Ex- 
igencies of travel, camp-side living stresses, 
as experienced by wives of service men, one 
girl whose chance to marry her corporal is 
continually Jost in face of new army trans- 
fers. . . . Some portions good comment on 
current upheavals, but as a whole film is 
trite, half-hearted. M, Y 


Belle of the Yukon (RKO) Bob Burns, 
‘Gypsy Rose Lee, Randolph Scott, Dinah 
Shore. Melodrama ensues when burlesque 
troupe arrives in gold rush town, helps un- 
mask nefarious schemes of villain. . . . At- 
tempts half-heartedly to satirize western type 
of melodrama, but comes out heavily done, 
often in poor taste. Has nothing to recommend 
it. 

Dark Mountain (Par.) Ellen Drew, Rob- 
ert Lowery, Regis Toomey. Melodrama. For- 
est ranger faces problem when former sweet- 
heart seeks his help now that she and despised 
husband, whom she has discovered to be a 
gangster, are fugitives from law. .. . Cheaply 
and awkwardly done, this is entirely ethical 
but very heavy, routine melodrama. M 


Dark Waters (UA) Fay Bainter, Thos. 
Mitchell, Merle Oberon, Franchot Tone. 


Melodrama. Imposters on plantation in Louis- 
iana swamp commit murder, seek to drive 
girl visitor, only surviving heir, mad in order 
to gain estate. . ... Eerie, leisurely early 
portions provide effective suspense, are 
superbly directed, only to be followed by 
closing scenes of rather awkward, forced 
melodrama; motivation sketchy. Passable as 
psychological mystery. M 


The Doughgirls (War.) Eve Arden, Jack 
Carson, Ann Sheridan, Jane Wyman. Farce, 
built on crowded Washington living, efforts 
of ex-showgirls to get their marriages made 
legal, their bills paid.... Play on which film 
is based has been altered to make marital 
arrangements acceptable. Despite a number 
of genuinely funny scenes and lines, film 
suffers because no character is to any degree 
sympathetic, there is a superfluity of drink- 
ing, glorifying of cheapness in characteriza- 
tions and dialogue: Sophisticated triviali- 
ties. M 


Eadie Was a Lady (Col.) Ann Miller, 
Wm. Wright. Comedy set in burlesque show 
and, later, in formal college dancing class. 

An awkward attempt to reconcile 
burlesque and classical dance, interspersed 
with elaborate “production” dancing and 
musical numbers. /nconsequential. M, Y 


The Falcon in Hollywood (RKO) Tom 
Conway. Melodrama. Latest in detective 
series about amateur sleuth, who here traces 
murder through motion picture studios, 
warehouses....A far-fetched tale, with little 
to challenge the interest or imagination. 


Routine. : 


*Hail the Conquering Hero (Par.) 
Eddie Bracken, Wm. Demarest, Ella Raines. 
Comedy. Rejected marine returns home 
after hiding for a year in defense job, finds 
false reports of his “heroism” have roused 
town to a frenzy of homage, thrust him 
into campaign for mayor.... Written and 
directed by Preston Sturges, this is delight- 
ful, spontaneous comedy, warmhearted yet 
with refreshing touch of satire, the whole 
intelligently handled. M,Y,.C 
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Hollywood Canteen (War) Various well- 
known motion picture stars. Variety acts as 
presented at.canteen for service men by mo- 
tion picture stars, set in frail story about 
one young veteran, a visitor.... Some of the 
sequences good entertainment, but effect is 
dissipated by length and naive conviction 
frequently repeated that canteen is a mar- 
velous gesture of “democracy” on part of 
stars. M,Y 


{The Keys of the Kingdom (Fox) 
Edmund Gwenn, Thos. Mitchell, Gregory 
Peck, Vincent Price, Rose Stradner. Drama, 
based on famed novel by A. J. Cronin. The 
story demonstrates how the patient, tolerant 
but obscure and ecclesiastically unsuccessful 
life of a Scottish priest—most of it spent as 
a struggling missionary in China—may per- 
haps have been nearer to the way of the 
Lord than that of his boyhood friend whose 
ambition and ecclesiastical correctness bring 
him in the end the robes of a_ bishop. 
The film has been long in the making, and 
shows in its course the result of careful and 
skillful production. 

Interesting to Protestant audiences will be 
the fine relationship shown between Father 
Chisholm and the Methodist missionary and 
his wife who come to the village to found a 
second mission; they are painted with sym- 
pathy and warmth, and are shown as ap- 
preciative of the honest efforts of the priest 
and his reaction toward the “stuffy” authority 
he finds in his one-time friend, now the 
bishop. 

The Catholic Church had been concerned 
about this film; a review in the Jesuit week- 
ly, America, points out that there were many 
points of doctrine in the novel of which 
Catholics could not approve, and which 
officials were fearful might creep into the 
film. However, the review points out that 
only at two places in the film was there an 
example of doctrine to which’ Catholics 
should oppose their approval; one of these 
was “corrected” by the producers before re- 
lease, the other left in. From this comment, 
one might suppose that the theme had been 
badly emasculated, but such is not entirely 
the case. The fine character of the priest 
comes through in all its modesty and toler- 
ance and willingness to let creed go by the 
wayside if by such procedure more of human 
love and eventual triumph of good may be 
realized. There is, however, no particular 
conflict between the good as represented by 
the priest and any observable evil; as such, 
the film is more an essay on the goodness of 
a man than a drama of right and wrong. 

Performances and direction are excellent 
for their purpose; more dramatic impact and 
less conversation would have made for a 
more emphatic statement of the theme, but 
it is still moving, thoughtful. M, Y 

*New Americans (RKO) Documentary 
in “This Is America” series, presenting situa- 
tion in regard to immigrants of past few 


~ years, with case histories of a few—prom- 


inent and obscure—who have gained security, 
citizenship. . . . Comprehensive, inspiring. 
° LS 
Our Hearts Were Young and Gay 
(Par.) Dorothy Gish, Diana Lynn, Chas. 
Ruggles, Gail Russell. Comedy. Humorous 
adventures which befell Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner and Emily Kimbrough on a partially 
unchaperoned trip to Europe as college girls 
in early twenties, based on their own account 
in farcical terms in recent book. . . . Much 
of humor based on “period” characteristics 
as viewed from standpoint of today. Good 
fun. Ea) ‘id 
Pledge to Bataan (War.) Documentary. 
Prewar shots of Philippine customs, indus- 
tries, scenery, combined with shots, real and 
staged, of original Japanese invasion, return 
to Leyte by Americans. ...Gaudy technicolor 
gives an unreal air to film, but the informa- 
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tion it manages to give about a land much 
in the news at present is timeworthy, fairly 
comprehensive. Omits mention of Philippine 
desire for independence from U. S. 

M,Y,.C 


Tall in the Saddle (RKO) “Gabby” 
Hayes, Ella Raines, John Wayne. Melo- 
drama. Wandering cowboy moves in on 
town in answer to mysterious letter from 
rancher later murdered, stages revolution to 
wipe out secret exploiters....The western 
to end all westerns, a bit more differentiated 
than most as to characterization, but lavish 
with violence, prolonged bickering, deeds of 
daring. M.Y 


Three Is a Family (UA) Fay Bainter, 
Helen Broderick, Marjorie Reynolds, Chas. 
Ruggles. Farce built on havoc in crowded 
home when wartime-married children come 
home with offspring arrived and arriving. 
. . . Spontaneous performances in what can 
be considered as a caricature, with at times 


a hint of burlesque on films built around 
births of babies. M, Y 


Together Again (Col.) Chas. Boyer, 
Chas. Coburn, Irene Dunne. Comedy. When 
the lady mayor engages the charming sculp- 
tor from the city, against her better judg- 
ment, to come to Vermont and replace a 
statue to her late honored husband, things 
happen. ... Sophisticated, adult, escapist ro- 
mance, sprightly, diverting. M,Y 


Uncle Sam, Mariner? (The March _ of 
Time) Documentary built on theme that we 
must build up an aggressive merchant marine 
to dominate world trade, supported by public: 
interest and perhaps subsidized by the gov- 
ernment. . . . Conveys throughout an ex- 
tremely nationalistic, aggressive air, not like- 
ly to be well received by other nations, but 
probably reflecting a rather widely-held 
American viewpoint. M, Y 


Film for Church Use 


Recommendations by the Committee on 
Visual Education of the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education. 


The following film is available through the 
denominational book stores, members of the 
Religious Film Association. Names and ad- 
dresses may be secured from the Associa- 
tion headquarters, 297 Fourth Ave., New 
York 10, N. Y. 


A Woman to Remember. 30 min. 16mm. 
Sound $8.00. 

A new Cathedral Film production based on 
the story of the woman who bathed the feet 
of Jesus with her tears and dried them with 
her hair (Luke 7:36-50). In the film the 
woman is pictured as a widow with great 
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wealth who spends her money lavishly and 
is so busy with social engagements that she 
has little time for her only child, a daughter. 
When she suddenly loses her wealth the 


—woman is reduced to the direst poverty and 


is forced to move with her daughter to the 
poorest quarter of the city. There she is 
bitterly disillusioned when she finds that 
old friends will not help her and that because 
of her notorious reputation her new neighbors 
will not permit their children to associate 
with her child. 

Then she beholds Jesus teaching in the 
streets, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
Going home, she meditates on these words. 
Suddenly she realizes the significance of the 
words for her. Quickly she takes the only 
possession remaining from her days of 


wealth, a priceless bottle of ointment, and 
goes in search of Jesus whom she finds at 
the home of Simon, the Pharisee. There she 
anoints the feet of Jesus and is told that her 
sins are forgiven. 

Containing details not included in the 
Bible story, the film may for that reason 
serve to add concreteness and an added 
sense of the reality of the experience to the 
woman and what it meant to her. The charac- 
ter of Jesus is effectively portrayed and the 
entire film well costumed and acted. The 
nature of the story is such that it will have 
little meaning for younger children but will 
be of value to those of intermediate age and 
above in studies of the New Testament and 
the life and teachings of Jesus. 

Content: Goop; Technical Quality: 
CELLENT 


Ex- 
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Editorials 


Talking Back to Us! 


Here is a letter from a young man 
that touches this business of Christian 
teaching at the point where we all live. 

“I am twenty-six, and considering 
entering the ministry. I am held from 
a final decision because of uncertainty 
at one point. Even apart from the 
ministry, | shall never be a satisfactory 
Christian until I understand this prob: 
lem. Neither reading, scripture study, 
prayer, nor my pastor has given me 
a satisfactory answer. Briefly the 
problem is: What is the relationship 
between Christians and ministers to- 
day and the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ? All church work seems to be a 
substitute activity for the work sug- 
gested by Jesus. When one compares 
his life and message with church liter- 
ature and activity, contrasts stand out 
as follows: 

“He lived simply among all classes 
of people; ministers live apart even in 
clothing. He ignored petty observ- 
ances; we stress Sabbath keeping and 
other minor matters. He said not to 
worry about necessities of life; even 
ministers have pension funds. Jesus 
taught to visit and help the sick, the 
imprisoned, the poor; we find it hard 
to get along even with friends and 
family. He stressed the major moral 
laws and minimized the minor; we do 
it the other way round. He emphasized 
the anonymous gift; ours get into the 
papers. He taught secret prayer; many 
pulpit prayers are indirect sermons to 
the people. 

“Tf, above, I have seemed harsh on 
the minister, it is because I am being 
harsh with myself, as a_ potential 
minister.” * 

Much of the insight and power of 
this letter is lost through necessary 
abbreviation. It could only make an 
older man yearn over such a youth and 
covet him for the ministry, somewhat 
as Eli must have yearned in anticipa- 
tion over Samuel. But what more 
could one do? 

Of course, the letter had to be an- 
swered. It was not too difficult to 
point out that each of us today must 
decide to follow Jesus in one of these 
three ways: Be an average church 
member like the ones this young fel- 
low picked out unfortunately to con- 


* This letter was received by the editor in 
connection with a question and answer depart- 
ment in the youth papers of a number of 
denominations to which he has contributed each 
week for seventeen years. For article summing 
up this experience, see the Journal for April, 
1944, page 14. 
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trast with Jesus. Or, do as one devoted 
man does, live the life of absolute 
poverty, owning nothing, working here 
and there for clothing, board and a 
ticket to the next place. and letting his 
wife work to support their children. 
He takes a few sayings of Jesus, spoken 
for the conditions of his times, very 
literally, as did the monks of the Middle 
Ages, and as do some people today. 
Or, between these two extremes, those 
who really take Jesus seriously and 
sacrificially, but do not literally live 
as he did in terms of clothing, housing, 
disregard of owning property, having 
nowhere to lay his head, and so forth. 
Here one thinks of Jane Addams, Jacob 
Riis, George Washington Carver, Al- 
bert Sweitzer and others; he thinks of 
those who have spent their lives in im- 
proving prisons and removing the 
causes that send men to prison, and 
who come at least as close to obeying 
Him as those who very properly spend 
theirs in prison visitation. Then, it 
can be pointed out that this ideal will 


Those at Home in War 
Time 


Eternal God, let thy blessings abide 
this day upon those whose lot it is 
to be at home in time of war. 

Grant thou patience to fathers and 
mothers who did not breed their 
sons for the battlefield. 

Endow with a far-sighted faith those 
whose dreams of a peaceful world 
are now so long deferred. 

Deal thou tenderly, through us, my 
Lord, with little children whose 
homes are broken and with grand- 
parents who now must sit so long 
alone. 

May farmers find anew the out-work- 
ing of thy will in seed and soil and 
sun. 

In the laws of whirring wheels, reveal 
to those who serve machines the 
wonders of thy will. 

Bless thou governors and statesmen, 
presidents and prime _ ministers, 
officials of industry and govern- 
ment and labor who waken each 
day to decisions that try the soul. 

Abide thou with clerks and shop-boys, 
housewives and all teachers, scrub 
women, and men on _ trains— 
everyone who makes the path of 
our daily life possible and com- 
fortable and clean. 

Teach all in need of it the ancient 
wisdom that “‘they also serve who 
only stand and wait.”” Amen. 

P. R. H. 


peace and pacifism. One thing we — 


afford any of us all the scope for | 
idealism and sacrifice that he can 
muster. 

But, answering the question to the 
best of one person’s modest abilities is — 
not all that there is to this letter. Too ° 
many other young people are troubled ~ 
at the same point who never write let- 
ters to a stranger. Too many church 
members are confused by the gap be- | 
tween their lives and their ideals and 
thus led into frustration or hypocrisy 
or unreality in religion. A large number — 
in military service feel they were “let 
down” by the church’s teaching of — 


all must do is to think through this — 
issue of what to teach about the mean- — 
ing of following Jesus. Pastors must 7 
do this for their preaching, editors for 
their teachers’ publications, field men — 
for their speeches, and Sunday school 
teachers as part of their lesson prep- 
aration. The Committee on the Study 
of Christian Education must make its 
own attempt to define this, the heart 
of our teaching. The churches must 
decide together what they are going to 
teach about the meaning of following 
Jesus: whether it means to follow him \ 
in literal details or in the spirit of his 


life. 


The Journal This Month 


How vo they do it?” is a natural 
question to ask when one hears about - 
an unusually successful church school, 
such as the one in the West Hartford: 
Congregational Church. This is the 
first in a new series of feature arti-— 
cles telling what goes on in certain 
church schools across the country that 
are doing fine work. Recommendations — 
of other church schools of differing 
sizes and types will be welcomed. _ 

“How They Train Vacation Church 
School Leaders” should remind a num- — 
ber of committees to begin now to train — 
workers for vacation schools next sum-— 
mer. The attendance promises to be 
greater than ever. 

Dr. Rhein’s Christmas program us- 
ing slides was so popular that he 
agreed to do one for Easter. It could, 
of course, be used at other times too. — 

Dr. Adams’ article shows how his — 
church makes Family Week a part of © 
an all-year program. Miss Cole’s solilo- 
quy, “Don’t Fence Me In” also brings 
out the importance of home coopera- 
tion. 

The annual meetings of the Inter- 
national Council and its committees 
and sections were ‘cancelled by the re-— 
strictions on conventions. Small offi- 
cial groups met in Chicago to transact 
essential business, and a report of im- 
portant actions will be given in the 
next issue. 
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